
Tough choices:
Wuthering Heights
or picketing
in the rain?

The eountTy', lirslleachen' Ilrik,_1n

the Western c.pe - Ncl ft. Ilghl"
moments. 'Ranll and file' Sadtu rnem
HI" ZARINA ROSSOUW (Iefl) recall.

.vents from the~ ectlon.

Ch ildhood" th. 1it w., only in th. 17th cen·
tu ry th.1 thP co nce pl of child h<><>d .ro,e
which , I....sed inn(l«1lCe.nd """"k_,.nd
bee."", linked with II.. id.... of ...bscrvimcc
ord~, Nol ing tN' hiotOlic. lly chilo
dren h.ve MIl involved in polilic.1issues,
1w ...Y" INt 01 ".11'1'P,,_d lI""'l'5 irl!<>ct
tty, chik" .... N ....pm..1'5 tlw N rdcst t.,.l iro
......mns t!wir riShl 10equ . lity. h>digNtion
is o,..,, "-rr-t IN ' womm or bUck.s .....
lre.tcd likechildrell.l>ul no! ooollen . hoot
dtiId...............1ed llw w.y tlwy __.

In -nown with Childhood", Shulilmith
~ "-pWm how tlw firbofI of doikI
hood p.or.lle-In the fl(lion of fC'll\ illilli ty.
Ilodl """'"" and dtild Wft!' COO ' l ltd
.........1. nd Ihus - I"' tN n "'""- n..;,
inferior staNt"''' ilkoncoln:l Und....11

cLaOOn. "~ ...hilr both Wft!' CllMid
.....J .......t.11y deficitnt. n... pcdcstaI of ad<>
r. bon on w1IidI both ...... wt made il Nrd
for tIwm 10 bmthe,~, bta...... tJwo
das. opf"""iofl of ........... . nd children is
couched in ,he ph r• .cology of "cu"- i, i>
much hud... to fight than "f'"'I OJ't'iCZion.

A fiNl simililrity to Ill. in~ rouJd
be r"lIed the pruphtoci<os of doom. the predic
tion, (If to t. 1rh, ,," th., pt't>pl. w.m wOlJld
be th. in evi"bl . r..u lt of . uc h ". bsu rd
notions " bel nS t.ken .eriou.ly. Cont.m·
I't" " y ....d Tt' w.mt'ti frum the right that
"' h. blach c. lIing for thP vot . lor 14·
y...-old. bee.u,," they want to m. Xc Soulh
Alric. u ngover na bl. " • • nd from Ihe lfft
(Az.!"') tlwl "we mu.t l ind a w.y of a«om
mo,hting th. youth whil.nol . nd ing up
with . _ 'Nt couldlw.lk- ... . 11· .

The monslef th.......ming to .wallow tJwo
Nlion iro Ul17 ....os "pdIiro.ol~.

A lew _n liItcr in 1891, Sunud Smith, MP,
w.os ....ying: "If ~ aboondon tJwo caution of
tJwo AngJo-Slo_ ran'. and plunge _ wild

~ino."I!I Ii~ _ '1 $U/fr;;>gt'. I mud!
,""r tNl dooR do l"l will bcf.U this N lion.
and that dw~ t.bric: 01 Ct'fIturics will
_ lOils b lr.

How woukf ~ ..... lhingo lor child.....
10 h.o.... dw ......? How. lor eumplc, --.iId
it d Ied the 1,lu.lion .rod. proble-ms.nd
no't'tH 01 tJwo 1m milborl s1,..IdIild..... in the
-.ricf if !how in I""""'" det-ded on tIwm
forthrir_?

Coold it he that _ don't nl 10 let chi1-
d ..... '«lIe for the ................, didn' t
..·.nl to let WOfllf'll vol.? Tha.t w. nt 10
k...p chi ld ...n os.n opp......-d, disenf..n·
chi.....-I ·do.."? Could it be thal iro another III
y..... from now, w. mighl he .nuzed .nd
.mbarrasS<'<! th.1 th.Tt' ro uld h..·• been a
time that pet,,,le did not ronsider it "righf '
•nd "no"""l" ("r childrt'fl l<> h. ve the vote'

"'"". ~hn'... t TI,... w .... h• •
d""....... " h 0" .hild n·. rishl• •nd

. hlld ..... in rou....

\i...< ~ '~~
• •• •
I ••

, -1-, , :,. ,.
THIS is the Iirslli...... in .Imoot six yu...

that 1 h.ove wnl1m .nything not Tt'LJ·
ted to $CIIooI...orl (prcppins. st"Ihng

. "" m p.opers,"cl .nd I've iu" ""h....-l how
difficult it is. As I' ve .......,. claimed to be.n
int.lIectu.l. this vi...... nf the leache...• strike
callt'ti by Sadtu nn M. y 24 i< as_n through
the "Y" of • r. nk and (il. Sadtu "",mller.

Wednesday. 19 M.y
s.J1~ .. t. _in" firs' ;n'mwl. liw.ry: Th.
call to lhik. hao t-n rMde A... we going to
. tr ik. or nol? Whot d o w. do . bou t the
I"'pi ko? Can ~ go on otrik••nd .till be in
our do~1 No. th.or s " chooll -.iow... not .
smke, romr.odto' C..........~ -comrades",
......... not "mi>o" (11( os;," "'y 1<Jngt'r.1

Comr.d .... in •• rml of tJoe qu lion of
smbog« not. bcouw_ obei' 01.
union. _ h.o.... 110 ad 110 our uniocI's calf
But rom ~ Ilftd II..... 10 d imrsos this
...... I__~ IOkn 110 tJwo Nbilol di5<'u:s6ing
~"I. I lhinl lime .... run out ....... can
we ..ach ron.....lu. ? I f we 50 on . Iril.,
rem.,.,...... "no work. no f'liY· ' !Ju' whoot
.obout my suhoidy rom? Also~ tNt
~ on', CC\tt't". d '" wn h.o.... ""'J Qlft-

tKI with tJwo pupils. But on sIill tall to
thIem ?Not on edoc.o~ lIt'R 01 course.

Right . h.ove _ ronsensul. rom
chair? Gut h.ove lho I'OA (progr.mmt> of
Ktion. for I uninitiatt'ti iro Slruggb PNk)
for Mond.y? 7.3O.m ° picketmg in fronl ol
scbooI gat.-s; 7,55 .m _ IIWt't in the slaff room
(strile HQ).

S.lurd. y, ll M.y
I n0f'" our dem.nd m<l . nd thestrike

i. callt'ti o ff. I . ti ll h to compl. l. the
""Iu of love in Wuthering H.ights hefo...
the ht tu... ....m on Wt'tI nesd.y,

WiU!ho:n.- OIIl1 he.n ....m?

Sund. y. 13 M.y
A Ie.1ding Sunday N'WSf'lipt'l" ltas "'P"fIed

tltat th< "" lioNl s.dlU strike has t-n c.lled
off _ it st'l'lTl. ou r d.nund. h.ove brnl m<'l

{At 1... ,1 I con .1t...p for an extra 3Ominut",
lommonlw morning!)

Mond. y, 24 M.y
7,45 0,"' I'm met by "Teachc>r on Strike" plac·
.rd••1 1h< $C1lool got.... Wh.th hooppming'
l"m not on otriu . The new'POOP"'" ... id thai
th< lhile wao callod off!

:'00. (om. Ihar. Ih. pro blt' m - DO!'I'T
8EUM rae MEDIA!

n...~mot'I:i~ did not .odd...... Ihr
p' oolnns 0( the Weswm U p'" p.orticularf?'
l i.t'. the qt>eStionIoI r. lioNlisation and IC'

lTc'rIC!I......IlI). s.dlu IWntcrn up'" regioal
decided to go.hHd with a striu in tIoftr.....

1don'I ......., I w.os f""C'l"i'1t't:I b sIIikc. bul
. ..... I rNd 1M ......p.opet' y"""..-d.y .ad-_.

1I". not • .,....eiotl of bring~ cou.
follow you r ron$Ci.roc• . Bu t w h. t . bool
C.tllcrint" lid tw.thdiK'
Your~, romradc._

10.00 . 111: Wh• • abou t Ih. Iil.....lure . ....
..-hedulod forw.d......u.y?

WNt (an 1do? Can'l l just spend .n hour
..i th my matncu LonlS? ,

Comrad.... lhi. i. ,,"riou. _ WE'R E ON
SlRlKEl

Send • d.\es.tion and • letter to the offi<"
requ..ting. 1't"lpnnem.nt of the "".m""·
tion! But wh.t if Irs n(~ , ucc<'SSful' Can 't I
ju.tlta... h.lf.n htJu. with them? Comrade•
tnat will b.- discu.sed .11.. tn. del.gatlon

~=



EDUCATION-

M/lximum Pi,IMi/y .., frac""" dnoon,tro'. agains t mtip"ali",/jOtl.

VoJu~lt't'rs for (~.. ddegalion' Volunteers
for a zollill mrcting this aUernoon?

Tu..day, 2S May
7j() . m: Placard d"monstraling at this hour.
in l~. pou ring rain is definitely . sign of tha t
dedication that w.. a.... reno,,,,ed for.

How much longe, com!?
8.00 am ,' Thank you for being so punctual
this mor ning comrades, however, as lor
some comrades...

Can we have a ....p"rt-Mck from the dele
galion 10 the of/ire, romrades' No definite
answer yct'

What about the <'Xams! I'm only asking for
half an hour. comrades! Aw the pupils pre
parod for this exam tomorrow? Ye<;, just give
me half an hour!
11an" The Sadtu site has b<.>en visited by three
concern ed teache.. from a neig hbouring
"hooL There are rumours that we .ren"l on
,hike (unfortuntltely. our school hasa history
ofnon-involvementl.They l,.ft very satisfied
after being assailed by shoulS of "Viva" and
"Ph.msi" from 32 waders on slrik.

l'Iedn...day, 26 May
7.3(l am, Can I bor row vour umbn>Ua, com?
My placard now says - L CIIER ON ...KE" ,
8.00.,": [hea rd lhallhe matrics a", aboullo
wow lhe exams' Comr.dt'S, we sent a dele-
gation and lwo letters 10 lhe office rl'IJU<'st
ing a poslponemenl of this exam _ lhe",'s
nothing else we can do.

Ask I"" slUdenls if they'''' pref"red!
The students are as ked (late" the word

"asked" will be replaced by "intimidated"
by non.,;lriking teachers) and the exams an>

subse<juently rescheduled "until conditions
are condud,'e".
9,00 am, Comrades, we've been to ld that
st, iking teachers shou ld occupy Ihe
,taffroom, bUI as there are a few non -striking
leachers here (shou ldn'lthey be in their
classrooms?l).1 thin k we should move.
General agreement from slri king teachers
and, unbeJie,'ably, discussion from non-st rik
ing teachers saying. "we have a democralic
right to hear wha t 'you people' are dis
cuss ing" , Irs sad 10 see how Ihe word
"democracy" has """n pro>tiluted

Wemove
Com rade5, our strike has to be made mo",

visible. There a", still some comrades who
sland in lhe doorways of their das.srooms
and claim 10 be on slrike, We need 10 be dis
ciplined an d un dersta nd what the lerm
"slri ke" means, com rades , I feellhal we
should stalion lwo comrades at Ihe front
gates to ensure visibility and I would also
like to make a p roposa l tha t we visil our
neighbou ring SChools to offer support (also
to avo id aMlher visil like the day before).
We need two volun t....., for lhe zonal meet
ing at 10.00 am.
10,00 am: Delegates 10 the zonal meeting are
escorted by placard -bearing striking teachers
(visibi lity remember?) . One car returns 5
minutes later - we forgot lhe lwo comrad...
al the fronl gale .

Afler seeing the delegations safely 10 lhei,
destinalion, we drive on to th ree more
schools, stand wilh our placard. in lhe car
parks and are mel or inviled inlo staffrooms
by other comradeY-(ln-Slrike. Al one school.

the slriking leachers met us ou t_
side and we fi,lng "We shall over_
rome" -I fel t like a m;,;sionary!

Thursday, 27 May
11.00 .m: Alhlone Civic Cenlre :
mass meeting for an Sadtu mem

""'.
11.30 am: 9 OCIO teachers turn up,
the meeting is moved 10 lhe Alh
lone soccer ,lad ium, There are
comments like, "Waar's die bod
ies" (a loca l SOccer learn) and
"Sadlu - 100 points, HoR has yet
10 score".

Friday, 28 May
7,30 am, Isn'l it 8.00 am yel?
8.00 am:We' ve been practicing lhe
songs we learnt at the mass meel
ing lhe previous day. The
favourites are "Sonzenina " and
"SadlU .." (the rest of the song is
in Xhosa, so we hum - OUr school
has German on ils curriculum).

We al.o enjoy " Phantsi -ing"
everything not connected 10 the

strike - ifs become a site swear-word since
(Where's your registe r Mr X' Reply'
"Phantsi rrgister, phantsi).
11 .00 om: We've just heard thai the enlin>
zonal meeting is on its way to our schoo l!
They slill don'l believe lhal we're (10 strike
a nd lhey heard ru mours that we wrote an
exam on Wednesday!
12,00; Over 100 teachers from neighbouring
schoo ls are now sateslied tha t we an> defi
nilely on Slrike

Monday, 31 May
Teachers , tay at home, making the m051of

the last Republic Day for Soulh Africa.

Tuesd ay,1 June
Mu.lim·striking-te ach er-comrades fa

neo logism) ,tay al home 10 celebrate Eid. [
Was celebrating.

Monday, 2 June
9.00 am: March 10 Mitchell' s Plain Regional
offices to force the in'pectorate 10 publicly
reject and distance themselves from ralional
isation
11.00 am: TNchers vow to relurn wilhin two
days if ou r demand is not m<1.
12 noon; Delega tion n<-ed<'" to aUend zonal
meeting 10 .....ssess lhe slrike.

Thursday, 3 June
7.30 am; Comrades, the slrike has been sus
pended, pending ',,-,gotiations ,
8.00 om; Good morning dass. Lefs discuss
lhe nature of love in WUlhering Heights.

fl'S Anybody need a Girl Friday with six
years' teaching e, perience?)

"


