
PUBLIC INFORMATION

Do the media have the capacity - and wlll - to tell South Afri cans what
is going on in their country during these critical times ? Journalist

RAYMOND LOUW is not optimistic. This is an edited

version of his speech at a recent ldasa seminar on the
subject in Johannesburg.

The right to
KNOW

thilt Logl," wa, hL' ned port of call, Plainly
the.... have been Iin lcs betw""n the Nigerian
.nd the South Alric.n go,' er nment" the
point is whilt hilpp"n, "",t

While it i, not impo"ible thai South
Africa's p....,i denl will soon find himself
g.zing upon one of Log,,,;'s ,;even lakes, Ihe
harsh anti·South Alric.n ",solution passed
. t Abuja m.y well impede his journey.
Presiden t lbr. him B.b.ng ida, Nigeri a' .
prcsid''flt who i, nnw cMirll\3n of the OAD.
will cert.inly be .d,;....,j by hL' own diplo­
m.ts to ,]" w down the impulse to embr.ee
Sou th Alric• .They will_ it .. mo.... impor­
t. nt to heal the rifls which .urfaeed at the
OA U than to c<,mf"->und th""" by rew. rding
:..",th Alrica long before the race iso,ocr,

T
hi. r.ises the now f.miliar qu,'Stion of
irreversibility, However <'Vatua t,"", it
_ m, unlikely lhilt Africa w,llaccord

South Afric. the "",ognition which m.n y
think it deserves until the entire procrss of
negoti.tion, - however long .nd bumpy
th""" will be - .'" well. nd truly O''l'r.

' As all Africans know it is

only a few qu ick hours

between the chill of a false

dawn and the searing heat
of noon'

But the effect of this ,t.II<.....of course, cuts
both w.ys. While lolling De Klerk's effort 10
pull, a. it ",ere, the Afric.n r.bbit lrom its
int.....a'io""l Mt. the ANC will be .trongly
pres<ouri....,j by African Slates tow.rds. set­
tle"",·nt. Thi, may itself """'" a trivial f"-lint
what immed ia te purchase could Alrican
,t.tes have on the ANC?

The .nswer S<'<'ms to be very little unlil
one n'mcmbt'rs that . country lik T.nlania
h.s m.de ,upport for the hberation of :"mth
Alric•• pill.r of their foreign policy. In
many c..... the influfllce which flows from
moral st. nces of this kind • • s the South
Afric.n government m.y come to discover,
c<,mpletely outweigh the immediate appeal
of c<>mmClW.

So how i, one to judge the <:urn'nt stag. of
South Africa', Africa policy1

At the fonn.l government to go""mmcnt
levet. it ,cern, a false dawn. But., all
Alricans know. it is only a few quick hours
betw""n the chill of a f. l", dawn .nd the
,,",aring he.t of noon, :.J

/'Jof V.te i. ' ''"hed to theCen'"" for
South<m Alii,," Studi t tbe lIn i~e"ily of

' b. W..'.mC'p•.Thi k t. ... . .. riU.n in
mid·June.

Au 'lOri, of inform. tion h.s.a bearing
on ou r cou ntry'. , itu.t",n ~ the
le. rned views of consti tut,on.l

..perts, Ihe views of lawyers fr.ming bills of
rights.nd of others who h.ve been involved
in chang ing sodeties a nd cha nging
economies; the mech.nies of politicol and
constitutio n.l prO<'<SSes, 01 revolution and
negoti.lion; the hi,to ries of past failun'S and
SUCCeSSes in the art of reconstructing soci·
eties .nd n.tions,

n.·... is.n enormou, amount of material
.nd an enormou, amoun t of talking abt,ut
the ",lev.nce of all this to our particular cir·
rumstances,

But how i. this inform.Ho n being con·
veyed 10 the peop le who have to come to
terms wi th the ""w . tate we aT>' in the pro­
cess of build ing - .nd with Ihe p"""-'" of
tra nsilion? And h" w does il affect the
"h.ves" who don't see any "",,,,n why they
shou ld give a nyt hing away. or why they
should show.n ovcr·indination to shar. ­
and the "h"'e nots" who fecI very d''<l' ly
that having been deprived . ll their live,
the... is some n.tur.l J.w th.t should com·
pensate them1

The que.tio ns are : what is the med ia
telling uS of this complex p""""" of tran,i·
lion? Is it re.lly telling uS WMt is going on1
Is it presenting in a meaningful and und,.,.·
,tandable way the variou' options open to
"-,? Is it doing an adt'<J.u.te job or i, it fa iling
bec.u,,", it laclcs the will and skills to do so or
bec.use it is being prescribed to?

And 01 course th..... . re the ancillary qu.....
li,ms: i, the public "", lly intrn"5ted in .... pk".·
ing lhe J'l",ibihties or has it fragmented into
gn'u!" behind leaders who have taken up
stereutyf'l' positions' And that lead, to the
fuMher question whetlier the puhlic MS the
desire .nd cap.city to think for itself. to dis­
russ the options a nd .rri,'e at condusions

independent of the dogma of the political
parties.

Li,tening to Radio 702 .nd "",ding the It'I·
t..,; rolumn, I find nlY"'lf inc",,",l ngly bei "g
ronfirmed in the view IMt there is little ind..
pt'ndent thinking; that South Afric. n, ha""
locked themselves in behind the banners . nd
the sl' >ganeering 0/ the v.rious politic. 1par­
lies and J'TI"i<ure gn",ps. Per""ps, this is the
way people do their thinking. by adheri"g to
political f"-lSilion,. but it does not gi"e much
SCOpe for flu id ity .nd movement and
cMnges in . ttitudes which I would thin k i,
necess.ry in our country,

'Critlcal teecmee are not

being exercised in assess­
ing what the politicians are

saying'

An example of this is the solidarity of the
N. tion.1 Party est.blishment in its accep·
tance of an .mazing 180 degn'< change in
f"-,Iicies after 43 ye.rs without one of its pub­
lic figures bre. king ranks. f .m not t.lking
about ,upporters. who have quietly ,lid to
the right _ Of ,hould I ,",yoh.ve """. ined.t
the right wing end of the 'pe<:trum wh. '"
Ihey have . lw.y' been while the !'Or has
slunk tow.rd, the centre, These hilve st. yed
solidly rad.t, but the Mrs, the cabi net minis­
ten;. th. members of the Presidenl', CounciL
10 • man and a wom.n, ha,'e ma int.ined
r.nks behind Ih~ party bam,.,r.

Why should this be in the most tr. " m. tic
time in South Afric.'s history? Why ,hould
til.> ",. t, heha"e in such . disciplined fa,h,o"
while the while opposition to the Ielt of the
N. tioMlists. th. Democral' in Ihe centrist
.r~. of whit,> politics, . re flou nd"ring, nol
",rtain wheth..-to j<.rin the N.t,; or the A.'JC



PUBLIC INFORMATION

Journalists Jon """" 'SOIl and Raymond l ouw at the ldasa semina.

llId I.... roloun,<h and A.ians an> "ocking 10
j>in th~ NP, 1M f""Y which wa. OllCe analh·
till. to tho..... and which did tllt'm <ueh &",01
..~

Of rou..... t""", .I\' many "" sons, but I
..·...110 focus on tiM' ...... lhal is I,," tho>me ol
lhio S<'fIIi..... - tlw avai.Lobihly 01 inform.l tion,

it il ......J . nel l"" ...... '" whidl il is put.
I! appe.on thai t'" ""k of dd«tion by

oifn lI.:ali<lNli. b it d ... 10 tt.. gl...
aI Am u ...... "'h"flIh.",. loyally I" t tori.

Ind thr .Ii... wMTlinS drillod ill'" Ilw. ,II., if tlvy din.» tJwy fao. nu. ....
bouught ohlUl by .kiliul and ....wn"d
pll<b _h,n I..... f"rty and it!. fTujb

10 ..... ..,..,. ill llw ..oo.ufitr willi which
portr Iorgft aIwoId 10 •~ Soulll

_Ewry !Wr;"""JI5t MP .......1d~..~.:oIl ............... m1Ifd on .........

'The government Is nol in
the business 01 Inlanning

people so that they can

make up their minds about

their future '

Nati""ah. t puhlic informatinn . ystem,
lnd l'wi . nw.Ji. veh'd ' p,,'ad . m......gr of
c<>lid" ily with the I d,·",h;p and do not

ouraKc douN. and 'l u""tions, "". Iaillly
!lot in put-lie. Nali.'''''Ii.' 'old what i<

'11Kon in IIw "'ay llwr ha, Iwar' bo><1I
- 10 ....it lNJ.......ip , ~n.! p.ony idr-

ol"l!Y. Th,..... ~... n'W if ~ny di_ nting voic""
The... . ... lIt~ S"lzllt'nit'Y"" in the r-;.lional
Party,

That i< why , I"""u,,,,, ~ll""'pts ~... made
10 cru,h p.lf'<'rs like 1>1., du P......z's Vrye
~,Thoug h by no mea",. r-;.tionali.l;.
Du r-. 10 be si"'-"d simply hoca.....
he i<.n Alri ner <fU""Iioning N. tionalist
v~lu..., That is oimply not to he tole1'.h'd.
and 01 course. lacl of lOkaln 01 . h'iam'ely
......11 d i......~ sudI lIS V'JI' IoIItttH..t is ~

~ 01 1,," t\l"f inal>ilily lo.~le

whal dot""".y ;,..n.rout and <WlIoinly it>.
fundmwntalt 01d_.nd ;ugument.

So. as ur.. Nationa list< .... COIICrrJWd.
!he a.....- lo !he qo...aon 01 whal is~
... is ...uv -...1, What !he booo. - F W
de IOert. Ad vw.. f'ik Ilotha .... - saY

io~ on. And t....uncN~rirw i.
f""Vaimt Iluuughoullhe ~l': So !he ."'.......
M far as the ~Iionahot lnI'tlia is "".... h.d
is tha i no ."""'pt;" beins ....,j,p to w;den !he
p.or."",,"," 01 f'IIbbo: knowltd~. lo enrour­
.ge ind<pmdml thinking .nd doWle. II has
10fil the ...,..1d laid down by lhe~

Bul wheT> wt'rome l<> lhe ....t of lhe "",n-

lry, the cirtum.I d ifferent. Prople
. ... O-... iktl fn"'" all . id wilh c"n flicting
inf"rm.h"n. pru paS~ nd", di .inform.lion
~b'uul whal i. soin g un. "nd Virtua lly no
infurmah"n aN'ul the I'<", ible courses of
.octiu" "head uf lhe «>untry.

One nf the .......'n. lor this is quite . imply
Ih"t the medi" inl'>rmah"n gathering and
informalion """....menl "n.! d"p"""1chan­
nel. in Sou lh Afric. have been ...riou. lv
damag<'<!, if not ......rly dNroyed. .

Th.l. you will oay. i. lhe n~ lu r.1 con",­
qut'nce 01 the .... Irictio"' the gove rnmenl
h•• pl.>ced on tM rn'"' . nd 01 its tight ron·
trol over what goes out from til<' . t. le-ron·
trolktl eltoctnmic broadc•• ting media . II has
had a long nm; it had being doing thal.ince
it came 10 p<_'" in 1'lo4ll. Bul I say. til<' gov­
emmmllrifd .. ,but ~ d id not lotally......-..rd.
It pas6C'd law alttT law - tt><>... . ... ,..,... """"
lhan 100 ... lhe StatubP Ilool and they rartge
0'·... lhe . pKtru m 01 infonnahon thai lhe
f'IIblic shoold ha.... __ 10. But strangooly
mough. dnpite tha i d Ull'" "'legislation
lNl certainly did intuloil inlonnation 5d!h..-.
ing.nd d..........t ~ was not destructivoo 01
the into.ma.tion dtanneh- Journalist< .......
sti1I aNt- lo 5"l..... and publish a pe:al 00.1 01
infon n. l;"" lhal lite sovem ment would
ha....p'.r. "f<l lo _ buriod.

'There are lew reporters
probing l he possibilities

ra ised by transition'

The ....1dto<truchtm w~. reM",I'd by til<>
Anglo Americ.n Corporalit.... lhe conglom-
... Ie IMt prof to Sllpp',rt til<> principle<
of a IIw p lhat h•• on mo... lh~J1 one
occa,ion b<...'n . tu rdily . u ppo rlive 01 the
p' pe.. it co nt" , I. and ha. lIever to my
knowled~e inh..f,,,,od in til<' edilori.1 d'l"'''­

~"
So , ,,'hy. wi th thi s record - largdy

K hiewd, it .hould be said, by ..-rupult>u.ly
k....ping their hand. " ff lhe ne"·'p.rel'S

•
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Roymond 1.0\0.. I• •
_ ..M;.... of ....

11_ IN''' !of.;l .....
_ " , ,..btloM<

and M;IoI ofs._
A/fW~'

TIli. i. h"rdly Ihr
b.ckgrou nd f" ••
cou nlry .,mNrking
on 1M tnOSl impor'
toni dtrilion. of il5
Ii/", Bul tlw goo-..m­
ment ...... noth ,ng
odd in IhiI oituatioL
...nd _ P"""h"p. Ihe
mo<l fri s hlen ,ng
••pecl - neilher do
the P<'0ple ,n ih.,- ,

ins program"".. . ... back .goin. If ....... In.,.
was a e_ for It... SAfIC 10 be diMnembt-tt.!
so INI grwler v.riety rould be inlrod...l!<d.
now iltlw ~.

I
_._.a111hi1 .....pnod~. I'oIt h...t
•so--t tIwt suned out on • _
IUlioNl ~tion f'I"'Cl"" bul rapod?

tumid it inlo iUI n.ction umpa~~ it
di'VOli'l il.""""K.... 10 <roIi ns poin" olf
"I"f"W..'bL

It iI not in thO' bulO_ of inlarmins poo­
pI. 10 INt I,,", aon ""'kr up thrir mind.
.boul lhl"ir lutu.... II is """ing information
~y "nd with an emplw.";' inh:rid<'<l lo
lIt'tl""''l'''' 10 side.nd vOle lor it

P\lblk Ihinking has been rondi lion<'<l by
th.. cuontry'. long enslavem""l 10 thou~hl

c"n,l rklion through cen.orship a nd I ~t

m.ny other constrainls broughl . boot by
rompul.i"n to adflere I" doctrinund th,... cI
rou_. indudn • """,;""""",t to cooiorm 10

IIwdogmas of It... lib<-ntiorl movmwnbL
W., Iwv~ a Ions ....y to go. In IErm. of

pr.... 'r....dom Ihi. cou ntry has nOI yEt
m...nt<I to tIw IMoi<: stlJIdardJ WI . ppt;..;f
in 1'/048 ..twn IIw r-enl gowmrntftI camt

'" p"""". And it iI worth It'<'OiItctin& that •
tl><Jow day-<. t t... Intdia in thi:o rountry IIi\d
mudl tilt Wmt lks..... 0I1rftodom .. lkal
..iIidt,..,isWd in llritain 1Iwn.

""'" iI tIw prncriplion. I...., littlE lItxibiJ.
ity on tt... part of~t. It has~ n
IIw lise of rned.. and OI/wf 1a..... 1ftat tIw law
( ommi••io...." h.v~ prof'C'""d .h""ld M
...... prt<! or.lI'It'nded to ronl"rm to Ihr b'lI
of ril\h to which they have drafted , n.
Med i. C"u ncil·. li. l "I recommend . lion' ,
which duplic. t., "",me "f the law cnmmi. ·
.ionen· 1"'''''.... I•• Nv' .Iso hem N nd<'<l lo
lhE HomE Aff.i" Minist... EUI\'''' Louw.
bul 10 f• • ""thing has Nppent<l .., crpl •
f....- ...gut' prumiseo.

/utuno uI broodosIing iI> tIw (WftIry, The
Ul.... group~ 10 It... c"bonH at the
tfId cI July.

The lXMS grou p is intl'fdi.nplinary.
with "udenl .nd .l.ff "'p.....,nt"tion
dr.wn from tIw "'nb of media "f'i'C'i.Ili>!<
in cultu.,1 . ludin. t'd1K.tinn. >OCk>logy,
N .i ...... . d mini<;tr. tion. ..!«Ironic: engi·
",,""ng, dewlop"""'t 5ludies, lelecommu­
nic" li"... ......."'h and drallUl Mud;"';, The
group will «>-<>per.le wilh other "'l\"ni", ·
110"" like the Film and ...llied Work....
Orxa ni>ation .nd C. mpaign for .n Open
Media which . ... calling for tt... develop-­
.......101 Of'<"', ~bIt.nd <kmocralic
med ia otruetun'$. ::a

TfIere . ... f....- reporton probing tlw tee­
. ibilibe<r.ist'd by t"...ilion, Though
cen«Jl'Sh,p doo:s not dirKI ly impinge

on Ihi . '''''. Ih~ cultu,., e,.,. It'd by long
)"HIS 01 lOP'" 'jon and har-.wnt of jour­
nalisb haW' bfunbed t lww idNo.

Thit cultu incIudoeo mp«tu.,; authority
SO that political~ y~
iI iI t;iwa prominno<T and. I ""'J'i"!
that iI is~ all"'" IWIddy.

Cl'iticlol bcuIbo:o a". IICJI b.uls~ in
~ what IIw poIilicia ". saying. Too
mum is accepted . 1faa n l And when it
rom<'S from tM --...rity """'bit..........t tt...
infonna tion is fn.qumtly "'lI'rdt<I '" wen>­

"~
Ct"JUinly. tNt is the .lhlud~ nf the stat<:-­

controlled SATV .nd radio services ..... hich
a", back to their old trick; of looking after
the intt'fl'Sts of lh~ pany, Th..... wa•••hort
p.,ri<id when the SABC noondered .round
not su... 01 the dil\'dion it ....... ld tau. but
INI ptriod has gone, 1M ~tion-ba"'"

WNI """"i... of the I""'" loday .. unsat­
isfactory. It i. too . p«Uliol to do the job:
/IM<i_ Dry. a. il$ nanw~em~

...... busine;s .nd !"'Y" limilfd .lIeIIOOn to
poIibcal and~ ......... 1MSP....I'"
pomng Citan ill unhkfty to ~ critriI of tIw
party . nd in any caw ourvivft ""' a diet of
tIw Sapa and handouto. 1M~ editiorl
of Tilt Sla. i• • mornin g .. .."ion " f . n
~ paP" with bttlr~ IwIdhng
cI tIw-.. J1IIo.so-- ill an -'Y~
bbc k P"I""'" wilh bmilt<l --. of .ignifl--EV<'1Iing P"f'<"" unnot do Ihis job; lhey
N W' to ride wilh lNo ........ as il brNks . nd
try 10 assess it later when il< imp.>ct N.~n

<>WTI.id by the .....t d.f. evm ls, I think~
Star lrit'S. bul il. format . nd ti..... "I<~ in pub­
h.,hinl\ .....goi..." it.

Th., e..n".. for C " II" ra l .nd \4t'd i.
Stud_ llXMSI "I IIw l:n'v=rtr of

!tiaLlf ..... ..ubbolwd • hr'OIad--ba<ed .....,n.
ing5"""P 10 ,..",mlOl qut"OOns fl'I.1ting 10
hro.dca<ting. dertsul.olion. pri.-.ti<ation
. nd lulu ... "'l«ommunic. tion. policy in
South Afric"

The group in\'ilt< ro-<>peration bet>oo......
.cademic-5 in makinl\ info......tion . v. il.
.bl~ swiftly to th.. puhlic on the choic...
facing South Afric. wilh "-'gard 10 broad·
c..,ling .nd electronic: media.

Accord ing to CC MS diT«IOr Key...
Tom....lIi lI•., urg..ncy oIth, extrei i.
motiv.tt<l by II.. imminent rep<JtI oItt...
govemmmt....ppoinlfd """ llfOOP nn tIw

Looking for broadcasting alternatives

'No maner who was 10

blame, the catalyst had
gone out 01 SA journalism'

P....pl~ now talk " f Ihe poor qualit y of
their ne.... pare... Bul out wardly nolhinM
has changed; ind....J. 5ince 2 February IqQ{I.
informalion j. mm. freely avail.bl e. Th..
M4i1 wa. dOO<"d os lens ibly because it .....
bling """"",. ... f....- monlhs .ft... its d o"u",
• srnior dinoctor of "'nglo ........nc. n admit·
It<l tN t il had \>toeft" mistau'nd INI IIw
p' P<'r . hou ld have r- ------------- - ---------------- ,
•urv ivlPd . II. ill•. lw
<lal\'d, had two 1""'"­
~ ... dw '" till­
lotial inroll\f"'I~I'On'.

hit it waslound IIwl
tht l"obIoIII lay wi!h

~..-

S o maUe r ...ho
...... '" tolarnt. thr cal­
illY"' had~ oul cI
South Africa n lOur­
nalism The MolilllUly
hat.. bt-en ha,t'd by
many, bul it " ",Id no!
be ignored .nd it.
.... d..t'Ship . howed il
..... ",.d bJI Engli.h
a nd Afri k"ne r. by
blach.. colourwf••nd

~M '-":=:=::.:cc:::::::..::::..:""= =--== = = '--- .:..J

"

raU...r Ih. n dO'lving inlo Iheir poIicin . nd
.ctivitWs - lohouJ"I l iKO>S" Anglo ........nc.n
of N V;nll """",,.Iy d.m.oged IIw inform.lo·
tiorl d>on ~

Th...n 'lI. in i. ",Lol iv"'y s'mplr.
Anglo - no! II... govOTnllWnl - kil lrd It...
ltu4 Do ily M. il , t h.. morn ing d . i1y in
JoIunnnburg ...hKh oprr.tt'd within tM
rounlry's poliaoJ and « ,li< .....~.

It doot<l tIw ont !"'per Iftat a. tIw aotaJy.l:
lor t1wrounuy"1r<- irIforrn.aliM ,.,..,...

II is no! grtl<'f.lIy """"'-n IN I llw lui
Doily M.a ft<l in/onnatiorl lo il>o ........
morning POOP""" nd tIw rou ntry - UF'"
1l1lll'$. ~141 Mno!ry. u.1trIl """"/ICt HnoIJ,
[}o ,ly D'.'pol"" _ . nd 10 the national n..w.
ag""C}', lh,- SA Pres. ...ssoci.lion, lhan .ny
other n"""paper in the country. It ........ pored
owr by rounll.·.. k.:. l jnum.h,l, . nd I",·
eign C01'J1";pondenlS . s .n ideas . nd infor.
malion b.... for lheir d.y·. work. ...nd ,
.mong lhe II>I>Ol .vid of 10050> prot...ron..l
,....jon ....... It... l'l'J'OfIon .nd .-, desb
of II«W . nd tIwotIw Afril.a.a... -.plOP"'"
and,. cI <'<llarY. tJw .-, o:Ies.b of IIw SABC.

l1w .tfooct on South ",m.-. w ," ..milar 10

WNI woWd NI'!'""' in~ if tIw~
y",l Tiorn or Ih., W" .;_g'''' PH' ........,

""""


