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Civic forum to back up democratic Durban

' ,.1 C,.h...
R<gion,t P i""" 01

Amongst the demands made
by dd,'ga tes at the ronference
was a call for lTaining in local
g(>vernment admi nistTalion,
This is a ndaliwly new dt>mand
bul is be<:(>ming incre.,ingly
imp'>rlant as more and more
cili<:-s and towns establish nego­
tiating lorums and local
arrangements for govern ing
lheir a",as,

A reporl on the conlerence
and copies of the 'Campaign lor
a Democratic City ' documenl
are avaHable from the Idasa
office in Durban,

and task forces, on a set of
d"",ands and responses 10 exisl­
ing initiatives ""lbin lhe city,

The major agreement, h"w ­
ever, was 10 call '01 orgamsa­

lions with an inle resl in civic
affairs 1(> bec<>me subscribers 1(>
a 'Campaign f(>T a Democratic
Cily' documenl which is ciTCU­
laling al present. Subscription 10
lhis documenl, which spells out
princip les and (>bj<-<:tives, will
entille organisalions to a ",at in
a civic forum , This forum will
Slee r the ca mpaig n and give
grealer slmlglh to civic g1'(>{lps

gates to • Conference for a
Democratic City, heard Knehl.
Shubo"" of lh. 5ow<.'lo People's
Delegation oullin. lhe forma ­
lion ollhe WHs ),1elropolilan
Chamber, Spelling out the chal­
lenges of the Chambt-r, he also
pointed oul lhe way tha t civic
groups had lx-en s l",tched 10
match lhe I\"SOI.l I\'t'S of the exisl­
ing municipalities in experlise
and staff """"rces,

In Durban, de legales were
cau tious about such a broad
negotiating forum, They deter ­
mined, through plenaI)' discus­
sion and a series (>1 rommi"i(>""

A
t a rt'c~nl coofeTence ;n
DurN" 260 ",p,...,.,nt.·
lIve, fro m so me 40

organ isatio ns og"l'<1 10 go
ahead with a civic camf'dign to
create a democratic city in Ihe
s",.ter Durban area

The DFR (Durba n functional
"Teat'5 it has be<:ome known,
ha, as il$ cnre lhe city of Durban
but 5t",t( ~t'S north, sout h and
wesl to encompa " , orne 35
million propl. and numerous
municipillities and local autoori­
lies . Par ts of it fall within
KwaZulu.

The "'l'li'Senlatives, aU delo>-

Different priorities at Port Alfred

To f'a\Ie t9

lerent, il wa s not
always clear to tb e
civics thai sufficient
locus was being given
to lhe need to red"",
the inequalities of lhe
apartheid cit y, All
parties showed a will­
ingn",,~ to talk but the
framew(>rk of under­
standing was heavily
divergenl. Thai is I'IOt
10 say Iha t lough
queslions were

avoided or thai exchanges weren't frank
How to determine a capacity or a tax base 10
pay for needed services? Providing the
basic services of electricity, sewerage, waler
and ",fu."" ",moval was elemental)' enoug~
but how and who was to en",,,, this?

BoundaTiN we... likewise a major pro{>­
lem; where did a town begin and end ?

Commuter pallerns,
dass facto"" political
and social factors all
needed to be
addressed. Gravitita­
lional stud ies
weren 't enough.
Boundary d isp utes
were serious enough
to brea k metropo li­
tan authorili es like
Johannesburg.

Deklgates at ee Po<t Altred seminar

Ihe sp<,kespen;ons for the (white) munici­
palili<:-s? It would be wmng to suggest that
they did not, but priorities we", diffe",nl.
The civic representalives . tressed the need
for legitimacy, lhe spokespersons fOT the
muniapal authorilies, linandal viability.

More questions we re asked than
answered and because priorities were dil-

In June Idasa's Eastern cape office hosled a local government seminar

In Port Alfred which attracted municipal olllcials and civics from

GrahamSlown, Balhursl and Ken1on-on-Sea_Civics' represenlatives also

cametrom Alexandria, Allceda le, Peterson and Rlebeeck-East.

Speakers althe evenl tackled Issues such as local government negot ia­

lions, delimltallon, the autonomy 01 local government, hou sing policy

and training and admlnlSl ralion. One 01 the partlcipanlS, DR NORMAN

LEVY, who is currentty selllng up a local governmenl Institute at the

Universily 01Natal, gives his impressions 01 the event_

m scusslon , d ebate,
dialogue betw...n as many people as J"'AAi­
ble at gras.,nx>ts level 10 inlonn the polihra l
s lra leg ies of the different oTganisations,
more modeslly, .....ere lda..'s stated obj<-<:­
ti""s.

Ida... regional direct"r Max Mamase put
matters frankly' "Funda menlal restructur­
ing is nol merely deradali sing and
democrat ising. Thai
woul d s imp ly be
Arriean isin g (as in
Zimbabwe). Funda ­
m""lal = tructuring
addresses the ques­
lion 01 the legiti­
macy 01 lhe negoti­
ating process' His
remarls could well
have su mmed up
lh e vie w of th e
civics - bul d id
it li nd an y
resona nce a mong

M
y overa n
,mprrsSlon was
lhe ext",,1of the

"lo cal government
debate" that the semi­
nar too k on board.
Inevitably ther. were
more queslions than
an,w"",. That lhe ,.,mi­
na, 1,.11short on "solu­
tions" Wa5 nol m" ••­
Silrily a criterion for its
' success",
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"

input for P",loria _ Ihe...
was «"'-,"",-"-IS thaI 1It'll'>tiI­
hon. on inlerim structur...
duling wi th immN i"t..
isMlft oho.>uld p"Xftd .. a
mall.. of IIrg""",. A .pt'"

"fi, proposal " "'""1f'd i..
en. pWnuy and ..........nt­
mOIl.ly .."'p tN - Id . "",
.nd III.. ClC .......
~to...k the~

.Iion f'I'l'Ct""" step furtlwr
throul\h "nvusing Ih
est.bliohm..nl of • I'rM" ria
Forum, The obi-'ctiv. of this
forum would t... 10 an......pI
to CTNt~ .na<:o>pLIN. pro-
(ft, in wh ich a ll pl"y ..
. nd ;"t~ partin y
Ir..ly ~rtici~t• . !hi.
furuln should not be ..........
• munn IC60ft of .ny~
but r"ther ". ,omplem.n·
lary to .ny ini t i. t ivf S
a l",.dy undertak.... by Ih..
P",I" ri" City Coundl .nd
the civi( associ. ti on. o f
glW-h:r J'h>t<>ria. :J

it is imF'"""li\.., lIwl pla"""
.... on " n "'lu.1 foohnl\ in
all dd ilo<'r.ri<U"<S-

During 1\""'1' d i,.",sNon.
and the "".uing pl~nar)' ­
tigh l . mall grollp!l .....110
loruo on tn..~ of

mad<> by Tnat<'!' ploy.... from
oIh.... nogion•• who ,.. lli""-'"
Ih. pa th. I. k..n to w",d .
local g"vernm..nl nl"flj"ti.­
IioM in Johan.....oorg. Port
Ehubeth and Cap<' T<*'I'I-

n....n..s which f'tMI'5C'd
.Irongly IlIrouKllout the
rotI'-n<T ir'Idu6<d that en.
plTWnt .y"e",(.1 01 local
go,·ernm..nt " .. not ron­
ti nu... "nd mu.1 be lra n. ­
fo rm..d; Ihis n..g"ti. lio n
f"'lO'SS would have to t.>k
pl.,.. ,on,un~n l ly with,
. nd bf- informfd by.~­

a""" on en. n.abONl ItveI.
f.M;1I~ would ha.... to
find • struo:tuft ouiIabIt "­
it. p.rtirul", .....-d• .•nd
-tl ""'y~. J""C""'S
wluch dewIopo quilt differ·
<'OIly from any (lIho....

The p roc (". . n
int~rim m ur. ). "th..r
th. n th.. produ, l. i. ",h..",
th••Ire...h"uld b<> la id
unhl .u,h h11K' ... ""'tional
negoli.tion. give de",..r
d~ to en. d.Ntt; and

Southtm Tr"n....ul Tht cr,
ln1lt h•. Ih.. PAC " nd th..
SA CommuniSt P. rty .....Ti'

also invited 10 I\iv.. input.
bul for" numM of .....""".
did "'" do so.

Con tributioN w...... IM>

ChnI Heymans at ..De- I,II.C8a'*~ at the
Preccnlo CO rlto eo~

Interim structures urgent
for Pretoria groups

I
dasa and tM Colnmunity
La... Cenlre (of Ih
In.titu t.. for Public

Int.......t La w . nd R,,,,,aKhl
held • w ry~ful local
guvernment ron lfft'fl«' for
~....tft" Pmoria al the md
of ",yo

Woo allfd INo rotI~­

me>' to pve .11 poIitial
gmupinS'. rolI'Imunin..
.nd indiv idual. th..
opportunity to .ir their
view•• t... inf'>rm<'d and
. tar l p r..paring th ..m ·
s.lves for h>eal l..vel
n..goti.tions on fu lu",
local go"ernil\l'1lt .nuc·
Ill.... in III.. a ..... An
.......lly importonl obpK­
lin "'u III. bringing
~ of p«'f'It 011 an
tqu.1 looIi n~ by ind..­
p<' nd.nl and neul t.1
loK'ili ton
w ' d..lighlf'd to hiov..
p.rti'ipaH"n Ir'.lIn Ih.. full
politi , . l ' pKlrum, includ·
ing III<' dvic••nd govern·
m..nl in.titution••u,h as
tho,o Dl>po~ of I'Ianning
• nd I'l-oY;_1 Aff.in.nd
othft groupo ouch ... ""n­
,(1. Ground.w..ll. Ih.
o..,'elopm..nl B. nk of
Sollt h..rn AlriCi "nd t h..
~"lioNI ElIt'f&y Council.

1I..I..n l ill... . ron. ultd nt
to lhe C. p. Town Cily
C......ncil, "nd ..' ......_ with
many yNI!> of"~ i..
I~itation. , h.il'l'd the roo­
f. r...,e. Th Iwo m.in
inputs ...... provtdC'd by
~ khr-hllo SI".b&rw
ICnllrt' lot Micy Studin.
Wits) .nd Cllri. Heyma...
(o..v..lopm~n l B"nU ,
Respo ns• • "nd politi,. l
inpu l "" ..r. ginn by
Pn-turiI-ba....t ·ma~>r play·
"",' "'P........hng lhe ANC.
o.-mocr.tk P"rty. I'retoti.l
City C""ncilll\pt"nd 1M
C;"i<: A",,,,,i.hon of the

Wlwl .~ of 1ox. 1. uthority p­
1!'fftlM1l1 WH ,1 l'J"OJ'""'lt to <lUI

politics ' Should .... coMri... of ... loci]

IIIthorily otructu~ in the BriI:Wl mould?
Howio 0. nt'<"Uti,... """"'tulutN' Do ......

-.nl ... INVOl". ind iR'dly eIo.'<'t<>d by roun-
rilkn or by the P"'JPI"? Shouk! e havt' '''
wan:l . V>!t'1Tl that ill r~lIy divi.; '

The'; I h~,... ...as the whole qUl'Stion ..f
ot.lflinll ,,,,d training: .Hi"",,';ve o>ction kJ

the 100 po:rnnt oh<>rt.>ge ol \TN­
...ron . nd dout>\lr tNt . hort.ogr of IOwn
om...~ qUl'SOOnt _ put~ Mm.
~ 01 PIonKt in hio~ .oddmo.
ll<lt otIwn Iocolt Ihtm up loll.~ .....

t ou t tIw strmlt':M.nd WNm.-s 01
~ Iocl l g<>" ............. l N1\"''''lion I"""'"""'
on til. <IIW II;tnd Iho>Ro ,"',"" oub>tanti.ol1'l"C'"

'[;" lion of prople f""""iou'lykpt .p.o.t.
"b"uom-lIp· change. w mmunity in'~'''"t'­

mml. lep"""nlatin d..m<n"'1' and "",n­
<!.lift. OI'l the other ""lid tlwre was the ..,,;­

problem oI tr.... .......k onvi<T sr'!""',
tht ·(\I1tu~ 01 bo¥wtt" (,0 ·WNU-~ lWII
--..rtlyw "..:n.nd 1M i"".poority of
... tivU 10 matdI tIw .-.ums of NM>­
Ii. hod bod in to IIWfI.I~e 1M proct"'6 0 1

dt.o~. nil. w~ •~ ...~m up .g.II'"
. nd .~.in by Ih.. "'plTWnl.Ii" ", of Ihe
m~

On tM . ut;.rt 0/ hum.o n ....."'n;,. d..wl·
f'pmI'nt, b",ic traininK- pn,f"..ional public
manag. m..nt I"ining .nd affirm.h H
1<tior'I ...""~ - not <>I'lly in local go".
...."""'1 bul 10~ po'Of'le lor tho,o pro­.......
~'othhop. on n..,;oll. lion•. 10CiI

dyfl.l lll-in. ( ily bound",,".nd hUlfl.ln

........... dc ••1~' i"'.II ~tmdN tho,od_
on t'- man..... IklI uItioowtdy tt­

.......inf'd moTi' 'lu",lion••nd a nl'<'<! 10
b lka~ in. This "';h the view of one of 1M
G" hiomolown town « ",ncill=: -W.. d''I\'1
(li""u", thing. of rommon int..r... !. Sin'..
~ 9Il8 (wll.", he was ..w<1l:d ) there had ..........

a joint di'l€U",i<", with civic<, Tht'fO'
IWu a n...-d to!il"l lip a rommuni(ation.
",""m in 1M I'\'lP<>I'l .nd Ih....... a~

" Iagrw. :J

Different priorities

- "If Itw__w. ohofl on!lOlutiont it

.... \we."... 1M~ ot 1M .p.onMid
at\' Md Ift1 d""l' ........ ,,00 bi&p~ . I'd
noi ""tirely for ",ant 01 id-= the fundiom
and pow~rs (If local authori ti... and th~

f"" vi>ioJl of new k-p;al .lrudul\"S " ....... ,II
cont,' nlious mall~," . h U to be sdtltd. a'
..."'" lhe proviMon ollw.lt!l. policing.OO
tralL' porI,


