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Learning to be
self-critical in Germany

T
IIl' L.st tim<' I WIS io a d a..room WIS
over nine y... r.; ago. Ev tbon w~ /elt
w getling I "raw d l" IS black

pupil. - d pit<> t ny livn to.t in t .... 76
lPI'OIt. Whm I left A nd.. High School ill
1981, rondilionl shll bad - bulllim-
WIS alway. hope lhal lho S1tuahon would
improve in the ....., lulU ...,

Going back 10 the clas6roorn. lhis Ii...... not
IS' pupil but at. loIlr guid~ during Ihe
Aleundra Education Tou......n,O'<I by
Ida.. in roUoborlrion with IIw WtriJ)o Mri,
p roVN the s ilu. li on 10 b.. fir from
improvod.

The very first loIlr tool pi&-.. on May 21
.nd invol....d 10 p.orticip.onts. Two lurt,,"
lcI<m. inY<li\ring 00IIl0' till peopIo. tool. plIa'
durtng May. Particip.orlts pi. an opportunity
to vM oc!oo<>ls and <>b:wfve cond,bonIlnd
"""'" with I'tf'f"'S"'llaltves 01 tllljor oducabon
groups and 0lM' orga....._ in thie town­....,.

AmonS Ih~ ocllools vlsilO'd wor~ Ih~

Ewhonk Iii&"~ lot.......... High. SUm
~ SdIooI and the Dr KrW. pnmory

"""'"SUm Combined School ... dllapidaiN
\w1:HitOf'I:')' bOd builc:hng wlwre 1'00 pupill
..~ CflmmO'd inio 12 d rooml . In ill
poorly /umiohod cbo-... _ wnh boo-
km windows .nd ~king mob, .boul \00
pupil. sho... plastic chlirs durinS ""-.
The 5dlool has had~ with bfoekod
mobile- toiltb on ib P"'"'"'" lot """" two
r~'rs. CTO'lhng uopl.....nln_ for !Io,h
pupilsand~

Th~ n..w high sc:hool, bSlb.nk liigh ,
stll10d oul on a •..." bad ""*' in thie brgu>­
ning of tho-,....,r - withoul. sdoooI buildif'&.
t..........11 of delays by t.... l>uild..... Ii now
apl""rs lhat tM scbooI will only be ~y
.....1 y~.., .......nwhil" tho- school it "squ. l·
ling" indi~t buildings lhot ..... L .........
Ire 'p.ort . Toach..n h"~ 10 mew" fmm on~

. nd of the tuwn.hip 10 the other during
rn,ng. of J"<'liOO"

A t.lChor took us 10. d ....mom ...h"",
Std 7 pupils w.... silting Ii.'" to • d,..'" \20 of
thom in the morn. Aboul80 pon'<'l\l of th.m
didn'l havE any t~, tl>oob. Th. cr...nlOm
"'as without windows, had dirty wans and
th.. roof was rippod 'Pi'rt al on,' ,'nd of th..
rplight of Jhe black pup ils .nd th"';r qy,,, t for

Bookings for I/r Altx~nd", td",~lio" 1<'", """
be "Uldt ~/ ldasil offiu s ~/ 39 Honty Slrerl, /lms'
(TrilO lIJ 484-3694/7J or Thr I\Wk/y Moil (Tri
(OIll.l3I.J32l1 0

' ..ri<ka......
It..p....t C-.lI~ ....

"

Tours show
pupils'
hardships

unon. fiNna .nd 10 on. HOWO'Vn hlrd I
probfd. I rouId not find I single llaw in the
sywm. Ewrything.......-l so~

Cl.... ly. Ih.. Gnmlns w. nl 10 avoid a
rKU~ 01 thrir J""4 and they _desper­
.t..ly ....lTching fo, wlys of doing so.
Iicno¥wr, il 'Pf'O"'I'S as it they hive aJn>ady
mode mistlkn. wiill the proct"l$ 01 uni-

'".....My coroam w •• thIt tl>ore , lObe lOCI
much optimism; .Imost to the- 1.....1 thlt
pot ..nt i. l probl.ms .re lHIing ignored.
Evt'I'VOfII' is .w,,,, !hit III< pn.><:e<s of lransi-­
tion in til< ....cDR witt not be easy, NI the
.bsolyt~ f.ith in t~• • bihly of Ih~ German
s)'Slt'm COfICt'f1IS .

W~ mt'! ...it~ t o Enl (ri,rmon po[;tkal
I"'r. ,,,, .l iti,.. w~o wM\' both d .... r1y a...are
th.t t h~... w~... probl.m. in the GDR a nd
th.>t somt't hin~ nt't"dod to be done, but this
..... sUI"''''-'Clod by th.,;r ..... of loyalty to
thoir country, The tt->n 10 be lea ,n t h..", is
tho n,'I'd to bo...11<riliCll; criticll of 0'" own
I"'rsonal beliof. and tM syst.ms which we
.d voc' l~ lS.n an. wor to Ih. !'Tubl..ms of
our ",""ntry, :I

Vln<enl Wi tH. .... !a . ftJio...I _ 1 of
td... in Ih. W C'p<.

TM Friedrich ....,........ Stifh.mg

_tly hosted.n Idas.I group in

Gel ....." . VWCENTWILUAYS
..cord_ • lew impression_

of the viP!

dm:i< 01 diplolTLdts. fo",ign vis­
ito" and ord in..y Sou th
Africans to """ount.. township

hf" lirst""nd.
I'm Jack's • .,....in.otion is .

further indication of the d...p
poIilial d ivisions tha t coolin""
to .... isl in our cou nt.y. II is
Id.....,,', firm ~ief lh.l.! the <.n"-

alion 01. cullu'" of do.-mocraocy
and political toIer.~ is. ~isite for.
po«<fuIt......1ion to .. stlblr poliOOol enri­
1'DII"""'l.

ActioM of ttm ....N1~ can only~te
tIw~W I h.as ponne.J!l'd our politnl
~ for SO "'""Y~ Urn- tIw pow<TS

thit Iw put ,ill IMr ftfom into motmg out ­
from aU qu.ortoIn _ the po"fp'tt1to1'§ of such

actions. the spinl 01~, ........g>' .and
.......Jjwtioll 01 South AfriQ's poIili<;a! IiJ.o
~nooignolmding. :I

At Oil' ".ry finl IIlHting ...illl 011'

IIOSIS,. I slruck by til. IIIl'IOSI

~ <'IIIl<WII 0I1lw GrnNn WeI·
R~ willi Ilw rom;! fur poIItl<:al
al.....1ion.

l oul'P!'M' it d<>" .....k _ ...IIm.,...
......""'bo.n tll.1 ~ltism ...,llbI. 10 ~k.

IIXII~ boa.- 0I1lw Id. 01 poIItl<:al
fd .....tioIllJflOltg'l CKmo... 1l11w Ii....... Y<'l
lJ. insisI........01 tJw I""munmt tNl it!; 00l'I­

.utumcy must be bpt inJormo.d 01 poIilial

....",., . nd ~.Iopr, ....", ,.lIwr mind·
hogg!illf\ , nd _ ~ for .
~.......noS" with lhie o.u~ Ind.....nY

lind Ihnd.lsllg (DIHI ud Ill..
Bllnd...v.rb.nd d., o.lIt",h.n Indll.lri.
111011 dell! ,.;Ih till' issll....lIicll ......us 10
f'ft!Il<'Ile,n ot Gomwn oocW(y - lhie"",
"",rk,n soci.lI """"""y. In lho- lI\01'eIing wilh
lhe BDI il loK.",.. c...., Ihil lhe' W'"'" w••
simply Irln.planling its sY"!""'-' into tho fi....
........ stiles of IIIl' old GDR.

This was som.....hal di... ppoinhng sin'"
lhere seemed to be no ""!lard for ...hlt tho
new .t,t..s actually wanl.d. Also, th ....
....med 10 bo no .ysl""'tic way of analysing
and d .t.rmin in~ I dev.lopm.nl polky for
lhe new stll". This cooI..dkts ...h.>t I hid
learnt about th.. G..rman syst.ms - effi­
cient, systemalic and organi,...j!

In Germany thinsa . '" eilher wh;te or thoy
' n' block - th..", is no gn')', You ' ''' either
Ioithin tho syst..m or yOIl ' ''' olltsid. of it;
yOIl canJl<>t bo in·belw..... 1M ronalilUtioo
provides for slri" "'gulalion . t . tt l..v.ls:
from froeral to municip.ol go,,",",.....t, odu-

T""recent murder by
masked gunmen of on" 01
Ida",', forme, staff mem­

ber>. Pro lack. "e.. hi. home in
",v.n~a. Cape Town on Ju.... 19,
1991 shocked, ou tragl'd and Yd­
Jeno'd uuo.

I'ro jack joined ld"" in j\lly
1951 as one of our Ii'" fWldwork­
on iI'llhe I'iof.k>m Cap" wJwn.1w
w." ked as • •esiona l , o-ordinal,., II ntil
Jan""'Y 19'1O.

lie joined II • Ii"... whoon II.. in.."Iu~was
~nd.... t'lll....."" PT-u,.. from Ihe govem­
...... ..-d """" right wing .....rreo. His (on­

lribution l(I b (;liluing ( on tact botw......
whik ud bbd Soulh Afnca... was s-tly......

In upt' TOW1I cin:\o$l'1O}ad was proW­
bIv moot wi<kly krown /or~ · _ ......ip
w:..n - he o'g;oniwd which allowf'd hun -


