
Ciliomee misrepresented? through which he learnt his skills as 
a political organiser. He was a foun
der member of the End Conscrip
tion Campaign in Durban and was 
elected asoneof its national organ
isers in 1988 and served in this capa
city until the closure of the ECC 
under the Emergency regulations. 

Ms Rose Louw 

ROSE Louw is regional secretary at 
the Durban office. She was appoint
ed to the position in October 1988. 
She has been an active Black Sash 
member including serving on the 
executive of the Natal Coastal Re
gion. Rose, who is married, was pre
viously a journalist for nine years 
on the Diamonds Fields Advertiser 
{in Kimberley), the Pretoria News 
and Personality magazine. She stu
died for her BA (UNISA) part-time 
while at the Pretoria News. She orig
inally hails from Cape town. 
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Ms Cindy Deutschmann 

CINDY Deutschmann joined IDASA 
in February as the Regional Co-ordi-
nator for the Border Region. 

She completed her schooling in 
East London and has been active in 
the organisation of the Black Sash 
in the area for some time, currently 
holding the vice-chairperson's posi
tion in the Border area. 

Her appointment wi l l bring relief 
in the Border region which has ope
rated without projects' staff since 
July last year. 

Dear Sir, 
Response to "Leverkusen exposes 

the myths", Democracy in Action, 
December 1988. 

I would like to take issue wi th 
one point made in an otherwise 
good article by Ms Elsabe Wessels 
on Leverkusen in your December 
1988 issue. She writes that Prof Her
mann Ciliomee "argued for a con
tinued post-apartheid struggle be
tween Afrikaner nationalism and 
black nationalism" (p1). 

I hope the misrepresentation of 
Cil iomee was not deliberate, but 
whatever the case it can only be 
described as appalling. The whole 
point of Ciliomee's paper at Lever
kusen was the fact that by acknow
ledging and allowing the expression 
of communal nationalist commit
ments, such commitments could be 
art iculated into an over-arching 
unity and transcendent national 
identity. 

At the conference his utterly clear 
argument was misunderstood and 
he was at pains to explain during 
discussion that the defusing of sec
tional commitments could not be 
achieved by denying their legiti
macy or validity. As in the theory 
relating to the national question 
in the Soviet Union after 1918, not 
"cont inued struggle" but accom
modation and the basis for wi l l ing 
commitment to national unifica

t ion is best achieved by respecting 
communal sentiments and repre
senting them in unifying institu
tions. 

The arguments attributed to Gilio-
mee is blatantly incorrect and I 
would most seriously suggest that 
Democracy in Action either sets the 
record straight or attempts to moti
vate this remarkable attribution. 
Yours sincerely, 

LAWRENCE SCHLEMMER 
Delegate at the Leverkusen Con
ference and Director of the Centre 
for Policy Studies, University of the 
Witwatersrand. 

Elsabe Wessels replies as follows: 
Contrary to Professor Schlem-

mer's interpretation of my article 
on Leverkusen I don't believe that I 
misrepresented I'rofessior Ciliomee. 

During the debate on the national 
question Ciliomee took pains to ex
plain the problems he perceived to 
be inherent in a non-racial nation 
modei He also took pains to ex
plain his dual-nationalism theory, 
which I referred to. 

I don't think that my brief refer
ence to Ciliomee which served to 
illustrate the nature of the debate 
rather than an evaluation of his 
point of view, can be constYued as a 
deliberate misrepresentation. 
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