
a not have been cost-efficient to remove these before recycling and y 
the papers had to be burnt, 
- Still making an 'ash of things? 

Lustful Ludwig 
Beethoven, according to the Tonight* section at The Star, had a risqu* 
side, Tick of the day" in its 13 October television guide was his ihird 
symphony - *the Erotica", 
- Heroism extendi beyond the battlefield. 

ja-nee 
A plague on your Houses? 
All the money Telkom Is spending on lush advertisements might be 
better directed at basic political education for post office staft If a 
newspaper report is to be believed* According to the report, a letter 
addressed 10 President Nelson Mandela at the Houses of Parliament 
landed up, a month after it was posted, at the Association lor the 
Physically Disabled. 
- Or Is a Gothic sense of humour hitting in the PO? 

Gluesome sequel 
The sticky situation narrowly averted when the Inkatha Freedom Party 
decided at the eleventh hour to participate in the April 1994 election 
had an ironic sequel. It had proved impossible to recycle a substantial 
quantity of unused ballot papers. Home Affairs Minister Mangosuthu 
Buthelert recently told parliament, because of the IFP stickers. It would 

Bird's-eye view 
A visitor to the Senate public gallery, trying to make sense of evenh 
below, asked an interesting question. "So Is the ANC sitting on the one 
side, and all the bits and pieces on the other side?" 

Sincerely sincere 
Similarly in need of education (or simply eager to please?) Is a letter 
writer at a firm of attorneys acting for Idasa. Idasa has changed lb 
name, this person announced, from the Institute for a Democratic 
Alternative tor South Africa to the Institute for Democratic Democracy 
- As opposed to the other kind? 

Verbal burble 
A Scandanavlan |oumalist who has been an ardent supporter of the 
South African struggle for democracy got a bit mixed up in his passioa 
to be politically correct. Imperfectly recalling thai "so<alledr' used to 
be the de rigueur preface to "coloured", he referred to "the coloured so-
called people'*. 
* Some bitter ANC supporters in the Western Cape might agree. 

Idasa hosts high-powered Irish briefings 
By Moira Levy 

IDASA believes that South Africa's much-vaunted negotiated 
settlement could prove useful as a model for other countries beset by 
divisions and conflict- It was this thinking that motivated Idasa to 

host a high-powered delegation from Northern Ireland on a fact­
finding tour to South Africa in November The Idea was to offer leading 
politicians from that strife-torn country first-hand experience of 
political developments here and to structure discussions around our 
experience of transition. 

The nine visitors came from the Ulster Unionist Party, the Social 
Democratic and Labour Party, the Alliance Party of Northern Ireland 
and the Democratic Unionist Party. The team also included a professor 
of political science from Ulster University, Paul Arthur, and a lawyer of 
the European Court, Michael O'Boyle. 

There are plans to bring members of the IRA and Sinn Fein on a 
similar visit early In the new year, 

The group was treated to a week of In-depth briefings by key figures 
in the negotiation process and leaders of the government of national 
unity, Including deputy vice-president Thabo Mbekl and ministers 

Valll Moosa, Roelf Meyer and Kader AsmaL 
In Cape Town, on the opening day of the tour, the visitors were 

given a history and outline of the negotiation process. Constitutional 
expert I*ravin Gordhan of the Natal Indian Congress told the visitor* 
that the idea of negotiations was first mooted by Nelson Mandela, 
speaking from underground before his arrest, when he called for a 
consultative conference, 

Codesa took place 30 years later - "30 lost years of violence and 
bloodshed" - but In a very short time the negotiating partners had 
undergone a total "shift of paradigm*. 

The resultant settlement can serve as an inspiration and example to 
countries such as Northern Ireland that are about to embark on a 
negotiation process of their own. 

There was much debate over similarities and differences between the 
two countries, lhe visitors were at pains to point out that their peace 
process was not directed at holding an election, although they shared 
the overriding aim of a peaceful resolution to decades of bitter 
differences. 

h'or Jenkins of Idasa's Pretoria office, who led the tour, said: T h e 
programme was structured to inform, and did not in any way try to 
prescribe or even draw parallels with their situation." • 

We regret that there is no December issue of NEGOTIATION NEWS. 
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