
That d o vict ims of human r ights abuses expect 

f r o m the Truth and Reconci l iat ion Commission? 

The opin ions are var ied bu t Chris Ribeiro w i l l be 

satisfied w i t h n o t h i n g less t han t h e prosecut ion of 

his parents ' ki l lers, reports ALICE COETZEE. IN MOURNING: Chris Ribeiro (right) 
f k t w r ; PRITQRIA NMVi 

If my parents' killers get amnesty, i t 

wi l l be like having my parents killed 

for the second time. 

Carryh 

F MY parents' killers get amnesty, it will be like having my 
parents killed for the second time,M says Chris Ribeiro. He 
can neither forgive nor forget the assassination of Fabian 
and Florence Ribeiro, who were gunned down In theli 
Mamelodi home on 1 December 1986. 

ing his grief like a constant, dark shadow, Chris, 32. says It has 
become a personal crusade to find the killers and see them brought to 
justice. "If the killers are not going to face the music then I am not inter
ests] in the I ruth and Reconciliation Commission, If the commission's 
purpose is just to establish the state's guilt - something we all know -
then it will be futile, Fhe intent should be prosecution," he says. 

According to the draft bill, the commission will not itself have the 
power to prosecute. The proposal is that people who committed 
offences before or on 5 December 1993 will receive amnesty In 
exchange for full disclosure of the truth. Perpetrators who do not take 
part in this process will be liable for prosecution and the commission 
will forward their names to the attorney-general who will decide 
whether or not to prosecute. Amnesty Is not automatic however, 
particularly in the case of heinous crimes. 

Chris is adamant that the commission must have full powers of 
investigation. "I don't want anybody to be protected, from PW Botha 
downwards/he says. 

Fabian Ribeiro was a prominent medical doctor In Mamelodl, his 
wife a businesswoman* Both were dedicated and respected community 
leaders. But the doctor signed their death warrant by recording and 
photographing the injuries of Mamelodi activists tortured by the 
police. His intention was to enable people to bring charges against the 
ministry of justice and expose police atrocities, 

**They had no reason to kill my parents/' says Chris, "It was a selfish 
and cruel act If they had wanted to stop my parents they could have 
charged them and sent them to Robben Island." 

Ihe night his parents died, Chris was in the street chatting to friends. 
He saw his parents drive up and park their van. Some distance behind 
them was a burnt orange Kadett. Then he heard "pah, pah, pah" but 
thought It was his father having difficulty closing the bonnet of the 
vro. When the sounds continued Chris went to help. As he entered the 
JP'e, three men in balaclavas came running out. Thinking that the)1 

were burglars he chased after them, grabbing one by the neck. As they 
fought he saw white hands. The other two men Bred at him and he 
realised they wanted to kill him. He let go and the men sped away. 

Running into the house he found his parents. His father had been 
shot in the head so many times that his head was like a sieve and blood 
was spurting out. Florence had been shot through the heart and as 
Chris held her she sighed once, as though her "problems were over". 

In the aftermath of shock and confusion. Chris remembers that the 
police were not called, yet both they and an ambulance arrived at the 
house. .Afterwards he learned thai prior to the attack policemen had 
been stationed in ihe street behind the house, that a hippo full of 
soldiers was further down the road and thar police were preventing 
people from passing the house. 

The ambulance men found that Florence had a faint heart beat so 
she was taken to Mamelodi Hospital. But they took a long route 
through the township and she was dead on arrival. 

The house was sealed and Chris was not allowed inside. The police 
threatened to shoot him if he persisted and eventually a friend took 
him away. They were removing all the evidence/ Chris claims. 

In the subsequent arraignment evidence was withheld* The Bureau 
for Information stated that the deaths were caused by fighting between 
the ANC. PAC and Azapo. Five years later, the Harms Commission 
established that there was sufficient evidence of state Involvement In 
the Ribeiros' deaths. Yet there were no further investigations and when 
Noel Robeyf who was linked to the assassinations, fled to England, no 
move was made to extradite him. 

The years have not lessened Chris's grief. Tve tried to reconcile 
rnwelf to what happened but I ain't come to terms with itr" he says. 

In the beginning suicide seemed a way to deal with his grief, but now 
he would like to see his parents' memory honoured by a bursary fund 
for black students. He Is also thinking of a book about their lives, 
written liy members of the community. 

"My parents died helping people. The best way of honouring them 
would be to extend this help from beyond the grave." 

He says he will try to get compensation if this is offered through the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission because he would like to 
complete Ills law studies which were cut short with his parents' deaths. 
Money could also go towards the bursary fund* 

"I'd appreciate It If the government could look after me and other 
families whose wray of life came to a sudden end because of the 
atrocities ot the state," he says, • 

Mice Caetzee is based at htasa's Prrtoria office. 
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