RIGHT WING

HE foundations would have
been laid for a relatively peace-
A ful election on 27 April had the
Freedom Alliance (FA) been party to
the remarkable agreement on the
fransitional constitution. But FA non-
participation and hostility towards
important parts of the transitional
gunstitution raise the question: has
fhe FA the inclination and the capac-
Iy to disrupt and even to prevent
he election? If so, what preventative
measures can be taken!
" The FA is fortunately not a closely
it alliance. The tour constituent
ariies are in fact verv strange bed-
Ellows. Thetr onlv common denom-
ator is their demand lor a kind of
eonfederalism that will allow them
the individual option of secession,
The leaders of Bophuthatswana
and Ciskel cannot ¢laim meammgtul
arassroots support. It will therefore
not be too difficult for the
Transitional Executive Council
(TEC) to call their bluff, although
Bophuthatswana has a measure of
tinancial “independence” which
may make if a somewhat harder nut
to crack.

‘Can we allow 2,5 million
voters to hold the
country to ransom?’

The two really problematic right-
wing parties in the FA are the
Alrikaner Volkstront (AVF and the
Inkatha Freedom Party (IFF). As far
as electoral support is concerned, it
t5 unlikely thal the AVF will get a
million votes, while the IFT* can al
best get 1,5 million.

No trifling
with ‘chosen
people’

The war talk of the right wing is making many
South Africans nervous abouf the future. How
does one pull the sting from its tail? Stellenbosch
academic SAMPIE TERREBLANCHE ventures
some suggestions.




RIGHT WING

‘Chosen people’
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without laking the rather problematic nature
of white Afrikanerdom into account. This
has 1ls roots in the idea - cullivated and
propagated rather judiciously by Afrikaner
leaders atter the defeat of the Boer republics
by Greal Britain in a rather immoral colonial
war — thal Alrikaners were the victims of an
"eeu van onreg” (century of injustice),

These leaders used the idea of a people or
"volk" deprived of their right to govern
themselves in their own land, to project the
idea that the Afrikaner valk

becomes clear that it 1s of little avail to nego-
tiate with il aboul the partial accommoda-
tion of its volkstaat aspirations. [t will not be
passible to satisfy the right wing as long as il
remains obsessed with the ideclogical idea
that Afrikaners are a chosen people with a
God-given destiny.

The only way to pull the sting from the
tail of the right wing is to deprive 1t of its
alleged religious, moral and ideological justi-
fication for a volkstaat. The only institutions
that can challenge the right wing's moral,
religious and ideolpgical claims are the NP
and Afnkaner churches and cultural organi-
satoms.

were a chosen people with a
God-given destiny, like the
Old Testamenl people of
[srael. After exploiting this
“volk™ idea tor decades as
part of its ideological justifi-
cation for apartheid, the NI
had to drop it once its mem-
bership was opened o other
population groups.

The AVF iz presently the
sole carrier of the “volk” idea,
Given Lthe strategic role this
idea has played in the NI" ide-

‘It will not be possible
to satisfy the right
wing as long as it

remains obsessed with

the idea that

Afrikaners are a cho-
sen people with a
God-given destiny’

Sampie Terreblanche
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century, one should not be surprised that the
right-wing hall of Afrikanerdom still clings
o il in a desperale attempt to regain losl
ground, Al the same time one should empha-
sise the responsibility the NP has lo counter
the AVF's ideological propaganda.

Fresident F W de Klerk never tires of
claiming that the NF had already decided in
1986 that the Yerwoerdian policies of sepa-
rate development could nol work. But one
would Tike to ask what he and his party have
done during the last six vears to demystity
the legend of the chosen people, Time for

Why do retorm-onentated Atrikaners balk
at rejecting thetr own past and the ideologi-
cal stand of the AVF? Why are they not pre-
pared to do it? Can it be that while the NP"s
“mind” is in the negotiated settlement, its
“heart” is not? It is a rather sobering thought
that the NP is still too orientated towards the
tight wing to nisk challenging its deological
stand.

Apart trom deology, there are also eco-
nomic considerations to be taken into
accoun| when attempting to explain the
stubbornness of the right wing, and these
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