
RIGHT WING 

T: 
IHE foundations would have 
been laid for a relatively peace­
ful election on 27 April had Ihe 

fa-edom Alliance (FA) been party to 
the remarkable agreement on the 
iransilional constitution- But FA non-
participation and hostility towards 
important pans ol the iransilional 
constitution raise the question: has 
Ihe FA the inclination and (he capac­

ity <o disrupt and even to prevent 
the election? If so. what preventative 
measures can be taken? 

The FA is fortunately not a closely 
(knit alliance The four constituent 
jparties are in fact very strange bed-
felows Their only common denonv 
Hnator is their demand lor a kind of 
tonfederalism that will allow them 
the individual option of secession. 

The leaders of Bophuthalswana 
and Ciskei cannot claim meaningful 
grassroots support. It will therefore 
not be too difficult for the 
Transitional Executive Council 
CTEC) to call their bluff, although 
Bophuthalswana has a measure of 
financial "independence" which 
may make it a somewhat harder nut 
to crack, 

*Can we allow 2,5 million 

voters to hold the 
country to ransom?' 

The two really problematic right­
ing parties in the FA are the 

mer Volksfmnt (AVF) and the 
Inkatha Freedom Party (IFF). As far 
as electoral support is concerned, it 
is unlikely that the AVF will gel a 
million votes, while the IFF can fll 
best get 15 million. 

The question foremost in people's 
minds is whether we can allow 2,5 
million voters to hold the countrv 
and the constitutional process to 
ransom because of their strong 
opposition to the transitional consti­
tution. Their demands are not onlv 
undemocratic* unco-opera live and economi­
cally unattainable, they are also infamous lor 
their blatant group selfishness. 

The IFF is a well-organised party with a 
clearly defined territorial base. Zulu ethnic­
ity supplies the rationale for its overheated 
Zulu nationalism, although the IFr claims 
non-ethnicity* The IFPs ideological thrust is 
reinforced by the leadership style of 
KwaZulu Chief Minister Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi, by the power game conducted by 
Its warlords and by the free market propa-

No trifling 
with 'chosen 
people' 

country - if not the most important 
He cannot accept that lie is at best a 
regional and ethnic leader. Out of 
fear that Ihe election will cut him 
down to his real size, he has a 
vested interest in stopping or post­
poning it 

My prediction is that the IFP will 
after all be a very active participant in 
the election Buthelezi and the IFP 
have too much to lose if they opt not 
to participate. If the IFP does not par­
ticipate, it will have no legal claim to 
a part of the government of KwaZuJu 
and Natal after the election. 

Although the IK!"s reluctant par-

The war talk of the right wing is making many 
South Africans nervous about the future. How 
does one pull the sting from its tail? Steltenbosch iicipation may lead to an escalation 
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ganda of its strange contingent of white 
(mainly American) advisers* The IFP also 
has large amounts of foreign money at lis 
disposal 

The IFP finds itself in a rather ironic situa­
tion While Buthele/j may be its strength and 
its unifying factor, he is potentially also its 
greatest liability and may eventually cause 
its downfall. He is the victim of an inflated 
self-image and sell-confidence. He Is 
obsessed with ihe idea that he should be one 
of the three most important leaders in the 

undoubtedly realise that non-partici­
pation could ignite a small "civil 
war" with devastating consequences 
for the IFR Hopefully the TEC will 
make it clear to the IFP that, should 
the IFP opt not to participate, the 
TEC will deploy a sufficiently large 
contingent of security forces to main­
tain order during Ihe election* 

'It is estimated that some 
45 percent of Afrikaners 

will vote for the AVF' 

In considering the likely action of 
the IFP, one cannot ignore the strange 
love-hate relationship between it and 
the National Party. In spite of all the 
rhetoric to the contrary, there is rea-
son to believe that the NP and the 
IFP are hand in glove and that Gernt 
Viljoen's Idea of a Christian Demo* 
cratic Alliance t'CDA) to counteract 
Ihe ANC/SACP/Cosatu alliance is 
still active In all probability the NP 
and the IFP will enter into a tacit elec­
tion pact, at least in Natal 

It the IFP is mere sound and fury, 
the same is unfortunately not true of 
the AVF, and the fanatical streak in 
some of its constituent parts cannot 

be taken too lightly* 
The AVF Is par excellence an Afrikaner 

phenomenon. Of Ihe 91)0 000 that may vole 
for it in the election, less than 100 000 will be 
English-speakers* It is estimated that some 
45 percent of Alrikaners will vote for the 
AVE 45 percent tor the NP and the remain­
ing five to 10 percent for other parties. 

One cannot analyse the problematic (and 
potentially dangerous) nature of the AVF 
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'Chosen people' 
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without Liking the ralher problematic nature 
of white Afrikanerdom into account. This 
has ils roots in the idea - cultivated and 
propagated ralher judiciously by Alrikaner 
leaders alter the defeat of the Boer republics 
by Great Britain in a rather immoral colonial 
war - thai Afrikaners* were the victims of an 
"eeu van onreg" (century of injustice). 

These leaders used the idea of a people or 
"volk" deprived of their right to govern 
themselves in their own land, to project the 
idea that the Afrikaner volk 
were a chosen people with a 
God-given destiny, like the 
Old Testament people of 
Israel. After exploiting this 
"volk" idea for decades as 
part of its ideological justifi­
cation for apartheid, the NP 
had to drop it once its mem­
bership was opened to other 
population groups. 

The AVF is presently the 
sole carrier of the "volk" idea. 
Given the strategic role this 
idea has played in the NP ide­
ological approach for almost a 
century, one should not be surprised that the 
right-wing half ol Afrikanerdom still clings 
toil in a desperate attempt to regain lost 
ground. At the same time one should empha­
sise the responsibility the NP has to counter 
the AVFs ideological propaganda. 

President F W d e Klerk never tires of 
claiming that the NP had already decided in 
198b that the Verwoerdian policies of sepa­
rate developmenl could not work* But one 
would like to ask what he and his parly have 
done during the last six years to demystify 
the legend of the chosen people. Time for 
owning up is long overdue. 

The failure of the NP to undertake this 

becomes clear that it is of little avail to nego­
tiate with it about the partial accommoda­
tion of its volkstaat aspirations. It will not be 
possible to satisfy the right wing as long as il 
remains obsessed with the ideological idea 
that Afrikaners are a chosen people with a 
God-given destiny. 

The only way to pull the sting from the 
tail of the right wing is to deprive it of its 
alleged religious, moral and ideological justi­
fication for a volkstaat. The only institutions 
that can challenge Ihe right wing's moral, 
religious and ideological claims are the NP 
and Afrikaner churches and cultural organi­
sations. 
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Sample Tenvblanche 

VVhv do reform-orientated Afrikaners balk 
at rejecting their own past and the ideologi­
cal stand of the AVF? Why are they not pre­
pared to do it? Can it be that while the NP's 
"mind" is in the negotiated settlement, its 
"heart" Is not? It is a rather sobering thought 
that the MP is still too orientated towards the 
right wing to risk challenging lis ideological 
stand. 

Apart from ideology, there are also eco­
nomic considerations to be taken into 
account when altempting lo explain the 
stubbornness of the right wing, and these 
have historical roots going back to the begin­
ning of the century. At this time the per 

task of demystification has created the capita income of Afrikaners was less than 
opportunity and the ideological and moral 
"space'* for the AVF to get away with 
proverbial murder in propagating (and 
demanding* its completely unattainable 
Afrikaner volkstaat. 

When Eugene Terre'Blanche claims that 
the land was given to the "volk" by God and 
that nobody will deprive the "volk" of its 
sacred birthright, he gets close to being blas­
phemous. But instead of being taken to task 
by the NP and especially by Afrikaner 
churches, he is given ample opportunity to 
propagate his "war talk" on SABC-TV Why 
do wc stomach I his kind of nonsense? 

When the Afrikaner right wing is put into 
ils proper historical and ethnic context, it 

half that of while English-speakers, and this 
was a source of great resenlmenl in 
Afrikaner circles. 

After the NP came into power in 1948, it 
implemented several programmes aimed at 
the upliltment and enrichment of Afrikaners. 
In the fast-growing economy of the 1950s 
and 1960s, these programmes were perhaps 
too successful, catapulting Afrikaners en 
masse into the ranks of the noveaux riches. 
Unfortunate distortions in values and aspira-
tions resulted, with Afrikaners becoming 
conspicuously bourgeois and materialistic in 
their altitudes. 

However, a period of stagflation and 
creeping poverty followed Shrinking agri­

cultural subsidies and successive droughts 
made farmers in summer rainfall areas Ihv 
first to experience relative impoverishment. 
Although the greater part of the white com­
munity has had to scale down living stan­
dards over the last 20 years, the rural com­
munity and industrial wage earners have 
taken a much larger knock* 

There is ample reason for a rough general­
isation (hat the right-wing half of 
Afrikanerdom has been impoverished lo n 
greater degree than the rest. The economic 
position of many right-wingers has become 
quite vulnerable and a dear class distinction 
has become visible between them and the 

rest of Afrikanerdom. 
While the right-win^ 

group is mainly rural and 
petit bourgeois, the "reform-
orientated" group is mainly 
urban and somewhat better-
off. Consequently, right-
wingers have a lot of eco­
nomic grievances and 
harbour serious fears aboul 
the negative effect a black-
dominated government may 
have on already reduced 
standards of living. 

Instead of trying to accom­
modate the unattainable 

volkstaat of the right-wingers, it may be a 
better strategy to try to allay their economic 
fears. To what extent a new government will 
be able to give the economic guarantees thai 
will pacify the right wing, is difficult to say. 
But it makes much more sense to negotiate 
with the right wing on certain economic 
guarantees than to try to accommodate their 
stupid demands for a volkstaat. 

There remains the question of the security 
implications, if the AVF should persist in its 
Ihreal to boycott the TEC and not to partici­
pate in the elections. 

Potentially the AVF is a much greater 
threat to peace and stability lhan the IFF 
Members ol the AVF have lots of dangerous 
arms at their disposal and many are 
extremely well trained in certain aspects oi 
guerrilla warfare. Although some of them 
have close links with sections of the defence 
force and the police, it is highly unlikely that 
they will find support in these circles for any 
project of destabilising the country in the 
run-up to the election. 

In taking the necessary* preventative mea­
sures, the TEC should not underestimate the 
danger of sabotage and of at tempts lo assas­
sinate important political leaders. Hopefully 
the TEC and the security forces will be well-
prepared for these eventualities. 

Sampie Terrcblanche is Professor of 
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