
MY VIEW 

Mont Fleur revisited 
TAKE ONE: A huge boulder lies in the middle of the road 

as if it came tumbling down from the mountainside of 
historical circumstance. Emblazoned on the front is the 

word DEMOCRACY in big black letters. There is little space 
on either side of the boulder. On the right a wall of rock, On 
the left a cliff and the deep blue sea. Driving towards it is a 
familiar man in a white car who bears the hopes and fears of 
70% of white car owners. The reverse gear is broken. 

Now how does the white car owner negotiate this mass 
boulder in the middle of the wet winding road? Option one is 
to swerve past it and fly over the cliff in the hope that an 
updraft of international support coupled to a 
sophisticated power steering mechanism 

will somehow cause the car to land on the _L 
road on the other side of the boulder. He can 
then drive off into the sunset with his clause intact. 

This is the Flight of Fancy Scenario because it has its down
side. The car takes off, the view is amazing, the crash is spec
tacular. With a bit of luck our white car owner emerges alive 
from the wreckage of his white Mercedes on the beach below. 
He shakes his fist defiantly and waits to be rescued by a heli
copter from the British Fleet. Will it come? 

Option two is short and not very subtle. The Bitter 
Lemming. Drivers approach the cliff on the right and with 
bazooka and bomb blast a path through rock and shale to the 
other side. Our driver in his armoured VIP car is able to bore 
his way through, but this causes the cliff to collapse. Boulders 
- call them Sanctions and Civil War - crash down, burying 
DEMOCRACY, vehicle, driver and any passengers for a very 
long time. 

The Codeine at Codesa scenario is based on those terrible 
tests involving a multitude of head-on collisions conducted by 
another German car manufacturer that indicate that it is possi
ble to survive head-on collisions with no more than a 
headache provided you are driving the right car and are able 
to slow down the speed sufficiently. 

Thus our driver brakes sharply and the collision with 
DEMOCRACY is relatively painless. But the boulder remains, 
the car is a write-off and small rocks drop from above as the 
seismic trends of Economic Stagnation and Social Breakdown 
carry on shuddering. Slow and messy runs the Long Flat 
Road. 

The outcome of the Don't Duck scenario is much more 
uncertain and therefore preferable. Our white car owner 
drives at high speed, without ducking, straight into DEMOC
RACY. Two possibilities present themselves. 

The Hard Rock or Dead Duck alternative speaks for itself. 
The second alternative requires a good deal of lateral thinking. 
Observe the boulder. It is not the fatal granite obstacle that it at 
first appears. It is in fact a gateway, a construction of wood 
and tarpaulin posing as hard fact, an illusion of the mental 
myth-makers that blows apart on impact. 

The Scenic Drive of Democracy now opens up before our 

intrepid adventurer. In front of him he sees a Red Mercedes. 
Hogging the middle of the road, the blue minibus of the DP. In 
the rear view mirror, the CPs Everything Keeps Going Right 
Toyota vies with a Volkstaat Volkswagen. The race is on. Who 
will be first past the post? 

Unfortunately the Scenic Drive is dangerous at the best of 
times. Add a number of powerful motor cars and a couple of 
very reckless drivers and the chances of collisions are high. We 
can easily revert to any number of Dead Duck scenarios, the 
worst of these being the Multi-Party Pile-Up. 

The lessons of this latest scenario presentation: 1. Successful 
progress to democracy can be measured by 
how few expensive German motor cars the 
politicians get to drive rather than by how 
many. 2. Preparedness to take the risk on a 

grand scale is the essential quality for successful transition 
whereas caution is invariably fatal. 

At this point lets fade out our Best Motor Car for the New 
South Africa Advertisements. 

TAKE TWO: We are watching South Africa's latest politi
cal discussion programme "Five White Men on Sunday". 
One of them - an academic - kicks off: "1 have seen all 

the major scenario presentations. I've done the Sunter, the 
Nedkor-Perm and the Mont Fleur. There's something about 
their familiarity...their basic plot is exactly the same - pure 
medieval morality play. On the one side hell, as the Low Road 
or the Ostrich. On the other, heaven as the High Road or flying 
flamingos. In between various forms of purgatory." 

Another panellist takes it up: "What interests me are the dif
ferent routes to heaven. Dr Sunter's basic prescription for 
example was the need for negotiations. Then the Nedkor-Perm 
emphasised the need to kickstart the economy via massive 
expenditure on housing, electrification and education," he 
adds. 

"And it gave South Africa 18 months to get its political and 
economic act together. That was two years ago. I can't help 
asking - is the end nigh or not?" 

"Neither. What's next is Mont Fleur," points out the first 
panellist. 'The National Party must let the ANC take over the 
government speedily. The ANC must in turn behave itself and 
exercise the strict macro-economic discipline that the National 
Party never had, and there may be hope for us yet." 

A third panellist butts in: "You know, at the end of the day 
with all these scenarios and their roads to heaven, it is still the 
image of hell that lingers," 

"Yes and that is why they been so damn effective," con
cludes the chair, "Nothing concentrates the mind better than a 
lingering image of hell" 
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