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EDITORIAL
A momentous Ye

what has really c

TEN MONTHS aiter the State

President's historic speech, mass mobilisa-
tion remains a key strategy of the
ANC/UDF/Cosatu alliance. Why? With
negotiations taking place at top level
between Mr Mandela and Mr De Klerk, with
major concessions gained, why does the
emphasis remain on consumer boycotts,
strike action and why are marches still the
order of the da}r?

Firstly there is a pcrfcptmn al grassroots
level that the ANC is battling to shift from a
liberation movemnent to a political party and
that De Klerk has gained the high ground.
Secondly, there is a feeling also at grassroots
level that decisions are being made at top
level by the ANC without prior consultation.
Those in leadership at local and regional
level are therefore attempting to hold the
lovalty of the people on the ground by mass
action.

This is very easy to do. Nothing has really
changed for the vast majority of people in
South Africa, despite the many dramatic
shifts which have taken place. The school
system for blacks remains chaotic and unac-
ceptable. The housing shortage is com-
pounded every day as more and more peo-
ple move from the rural areas to the cities,
The majority of people are poorly housed, if
at all. Health facilities are hopelessly inade-
quate and there doesn’t seem to be any pos-
sibility of change in the short term.
Transport to and from work is overcrowded
and dangerous. In a word, the quality of life
for the overwhelming majority of people in
Scuth Africa remains the life of an impover-
ished ghetto.

Unsympathetic
These conditions are compounded by
electric light and water services being cut off
from a number of townships that are behind
in their rent payments. The perception
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