
VIOLENCE 
through, but their Kick ot applicability to Soulh 
African eondilmns was perhaps one of the 
shortcomings of the week's proceedings. 
Certainly, the Harvard staff took home with 
them the advice of the local co-facilitators, that 
the "de-americanisaUon" of the curriculum 
would make the concept of principled negotia
tion more easily understood by South Africans, 
and also more palatable* 

So bv the end of an exhausting week, the 
theory gained was seen as invaluable, though 
practice would be required to make it perfect. 
Yet more then a liitle Irepidation was evident 
among the departing participants as they 
thought of re-entering their highly-charged 
spheres of negotiation, armed with skills 
which might be ridiculed for their good-man
nerliness, consideration and objectivity. 

"Now if onlv we could get everyone to do 
this course/' might have been the wish on their 
minds. If the Harvard-based rumours are to be 
believed, that wish may yet be realised- 3 

Liesel Naude and Keith Wattrus 
Regional Directors 

Neiv era of self-criticism 
From Page 14 

Democratic Gazette, was an absolute gem. 
He spoke for onlv about five minutes but 
every word counted. He reminded all of us 
that democracy was not vet another political 
tool to increase power but was a system and 
a way of life which set out to limit power 

It came as no real surprise to learn later 
that Malwal was in exile in England and that 
his Gazette was published in England. He 
dare not go back under the present regime in 
Sudan, 

We also met verv brave men and women 
from Kenya who, at greal risk, opposed the 
one-party state in their country. Others we 
talked to told of corruption and dictatorship 
and their determination to work for a new 
democratic dispensation in their countries. 

One could not help but get the impression 
that a lot of lip-service was being paid to 
democratic values and sometimes we won
dered whether speakers were suddenly 
extremely concerned about democracy more 
out of their desire to continue receiving for
eign aid than because of a genuine commit
ment to democratic values! 

Nevertheless, enough took place in Dakar 
to suggest that many in Africa are weary of 
military dictatorships and poor economic 
performances with accompanying impover
ishment and stifling authoritarianism and 
are determined to do something about it. 

Coming from our own struggle towards 
democracy and our own type of insularity, it 
was refreshing and challenging to talk with 
fellow Africans about the possibilities of the 
demonetisation of the African continent. J 

Alex Boraine 
Executive Director 

Tragic period with no end in sight 
DESPITE the hope generated bv political 
developments earlier this vear, 1990 has also 
marked the most tragic time in the history of 
South Africa following the deaths of hundreds 
of people countrywide. 

This was the message delivered by 
the Director of the Project for the 
Study of Violence at the University of 
the VVitwatersrand, Lloyd Vogelman, 
at a recent Idasa seminar in East 
London. 

The seminar, which focused on 
ways of addressing the violence, was 
attended by a small but diverse group 
of people ranging from the Pan 
Africanist Congress to the South 
African Police - a "first" for East 
London! The education officer of the 
ANC branch in King William's Town, Peter 
King, also addressed the meeting. 

Both speakers agreed that one of the biggest 
problems in dealing with the violence was that 
no one person or organisation could be held 
solely responsible. All the allegations flying 
around only served to aggravate the situation. 

Vogelman argued that therefore, one had to 
identify those parties who would benefit from 
such seemingly mindless destruction. 

He singled out Inkatha, whom he believed 
had, over the past months, been elevated from 
a regional to a national organisation. According 
to Vogelman, it was imperative to come to 
terms with Inkatha if one hoped to resolve the 
conflict on the Reef, and the country as a whole. 

Looking to possible solutions, Vogelman 

Lloyd Vogelman 

stressed that first and foremost tolerance in all 
sectors of society was needed. More specifi
cally: 

• It was imperative that a political settle
ment be reached, because a political settlement 
would open ways for a non-violent settlement. 

Local level structures must be estab
lished, because only at a local level is 
it really possible to exert a disci
plined approach to civil and political 
action. 

• The police force needed to be 
expanded. The police have an 
extremely difficult task - decisions 
often need to be made in a matter of 
seconds, leaving very little lime for 
reflection. For this very reason, we 
need better trained police who be 
made more accountable at all levels. 

• Furthermore, South Africa needed a com
prehensive welfare system, and programmes of 
socio-economic upliftment to counter the high 
rate of community as well as family violence. 
Business should be playing a far greater role in 
establishing various programmes such as vic
tim aid programmes, anti-crime programmes 
and prison rehabilitation (70% of prisoners 
return to prison). Churches could also be mak
ing a substantial contribution in this regard. 

Vogelman ended on a sombre note, saying 
that violence would not be stopped in South 
Africa for a long long time. He stressed, how
ever, that we were not victims of our world, but 
had the power to change it. • 

Bea Roberts 
Regional Co-ordinator 
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SPECIAL BOOK OFFER 
A Set of Three Books about Change in South Africa for the price of one 

• Strategies (or Change edited by Stephen Fourie 
• Democracy and the Judiciary edited by Hugh Corder 
• Journey to the ANC compiled by Chris Louw 

R30 only for ALL THREE! 
THIS OFFER IS AVAILABLE AT R25 TO SCHOOLS. LIBRARIES AND OTHER EDUCA
TIONAL INSTITUTIONS 
Order now from Idasa ai 1 Penzance Rd, Mowbray. 7700. 
Telephone inquiries lo Minnie Baldwin at (0211 473127 
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