NEW from IDASA and
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
THE ELUSIVE SEARCH FOR PEACE
south Africa, Israel, Northern [reland
@ R29.95 from Idasa or vour local bookshop
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PLUS

CROSSING BORDERS
Writers meet the ANC
® R16.Y95 from Idasa or Taurus Publishers

Four new Occasional Papers
R2.50 each

® No 31 Media and Myth: The

Constriction of TV News by Prol John

Van Zyl

(A survey of SABC television news

hroadcasts and an analysis of how real-
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ORAL HISTOF

‘City of gold’
the evidence

NEAHLY 900 people packed the

Johannesburg Art Gallery on the last Sunday in
October to enjoy the fruits of the five-month
oral history research project “Jo’burg City -
Whaose Citv?”

The project was orgamsed and convened by
Idasa’s Johannesburg office in conpunction with
Actstop (The Action Committee o btop Evic-
tions) and the South African History Archives,

It involved 15 student historv teachers from
the Johannesburg College of Education, the
University of the Witwatersrand and Khanya
College, under the supervision of Leslie Witz
of the History De-
partment of the Uni-
versity of the West-
ern Cape

The students
interviewed resi-
dents of |j{1;|JJE'\'it!1\'.
Homestead Park,
selected by Actstop,
to construct an oral
history of the inner
L'itj.'.

The object ot the
p]'uifct was three-
fold: to  expose
trainee teachers to
the world of oral his-
tl.rt'fl.': to 1‘-'9:&',!{1 d MW
and different process of public and direct expo-
sure for inner city residents; and to create a cul-
tural event which would show Johannesburg
as it 1s todav, challenging the histoncal stereo-
type of “the sunshine city built on gold.”

Actstop publicity secretary Cas Coovadia
was the master of ceremonies at the launch,
which was opened by Christopher Till of the
Johannesburg Art Callerv. Coov adia expressed
his delight at the evidently enthusiastic
response from the public.
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