
The free, fair and festive

L _ _,BY IB n l iebenberg and Danii l Ma lan

The brig ht blue. red "od
g ....." placard on U'" 1"'01 door 01
a small match-box house in Katu­
Ill.. township lmt,i d . Windl><",'
prod.imcd thc politica l aile­
gia."'" of it. inhabH.mt>: "Swap"
i . th. people - th., poopl• • te
Swape> .

'The owneT of the 'mall house ;,;
• yoong wom'n who work,'<l .,
an . " o rnc y in l o nd o n before
~ng impri>oned in OIlC of the ill­
t.mt'<! $wapo ",,",11 cam!","_ To-
day she is. more p.l soiona tc sup­
port"" 01 Swap•.> than c>n be~".._

"Sw.po ma d e misl. ke,:' she
"Y'. " hut th.l was d u ring the
w.r . Swap" rom. in, .he only liberation
mo vement ;n the rou ntry."

Acrompanit'd by Da"ie 60th>. nne of the
42 Swapo mom""'" ele<1ed to the roo..itu­
Ii"....' 'SS<>mbly, we mt'! """". 01 the .ttor­
ney's !";cnd.. among them a survivor of t he
C.ssinl¥' massacre and • wom. n who fuT
tn ...... y<'.rs wa;. 1'1'0 fighM' in the """'h
We cnrount.re:I a .urpri'ing lack of bitle.-­
0.... from tI",,", Namibians woo••ft.r 20
yc.", of wal, sa id .hcy now long only for
l'Nee.nd freffiom,

OUring ek..1Wn w,,,,k, on. w.s "ruck by
con tr.,t. in Kamibia and con,t.ntly r.­
mi nded of the d.hum.ntsa tion b'ought
. botH by lhe bush w.r _ . nd more 'p"'ift­
<ally civil w.r. W. he.rd of the «>untie>:;
'U'o<i 'i,,> p"'!",tr.,cd by .h. ,olonial r...
gime .nd ii, "'I"""""nl.tives lhal d r. p" •
bloody <loud ow, !'i.mibia·, ~iSlory 01 lib­
",. lion . 801 it i' . 1"" well known .hal t~e

"PP""""'" WeJe nol lhe only !:Uilty pa rty,
Sw.po 100 d<'-taincd infillr.lOrs .nd ,pi..
• nd a, ""me 01 I...... people w.re . ppa r­
ently imprisoned iOllO«1\lIy It served as •

Contrast
and irony

powerful """ind.r 'ha' in. civil w. r no _
b<>dy's ~.",d, . re clean, Dehum.nisat~", _
as' """I' of war - is.n .......-p.......l th..... t.

A. school we w laught .hal .11 mem_
bers of Sw.po w "terrorist," .nd lhat
we .~ould go . nd fig~t .hem on the b<,,_
deT, But.l polling booth, in Windhoek we
saw w~ite .nd black propk - OTA .nd
Sw.po .upporleB _ standing in .he >arne
queu,,>. palienUy w.iting t<> VOle for tM
p.>rty of .heir choice. In til. """''' of Ka,u _
1m' we were gret'led wilh l~ousand••nd
.Ilousand, of ",Iourful Sw.....' flags coun­
lered by thousand. of OTA placards in_
st.ntly 1'<'<08n(..ble bee.u"" of lheir f.mil­
iar victory ""lu te, In the 'tn.... Sw.po sup­
porte... rubbed ,houlden wit h their OTA
opponen"

One could n'l help bu. wondeT why tile
war Itad lO dr.g On for:W ye.... belo", th,'
inh. bit.n.. of t~ i> hmner ",tony C<HJld .._
erd.. one of lhe mosl fundamental huma"
rights - l!le righllO V(~,.

N. mibi. n••how. d lh. world . h., •
mu lli-party non -racial. free .nd f.ir eIe<:-

liun w., possible. To us ' h.l
poin ted to an im....'rtan'.nd hope­
ful possibility _ .h. t 0"" should
wo,k for 'his in Soulh Afric. a,
welL Bul we ,,"'"' . bo plagu,'d by
lhe count.r-, ide of , hi, coio:
Would South Africa .bo h,..... t<>
go furt her down 'he mad of mili_
tary action . nd • deslruclive civil
war bd o.... we could h.ve""' ..... ­
. ion of no o_raci. L free and f. i,
eleclion.?

The im ny of '~ i, w., nul 10<>1 on
Sou.h Af,ic.o obs.,ve...., il is
lI''''....Uy ""'.pted that 'be ruITffil
p"""'''' in I'.mibi. is, in many
ways , a prelude 10 wha' is i""" ita_

bly going tn happen in s",.,,~ Afric•. The
exlenl t<> whic~ .."'a-p.>rli. monl. ry for<:e<
inside Sour ~ Afric••re forclog ,he guvern­
men' I" shift it. position (a, , ...n with ,be
rele.,. of ANC lead e..) reflect> the w.y in
...,n"'h Sou,h Africa was ""mpen,'CI 10 .1­
I"w the freein~ of lbe polilical p""'-"'" in
N.mibi•. C i......, lhe OU leome of the election
in N. mibiA, it b«:omt's de.r ' ha" he " '''a­
p.> rli'menl.ry furces .re goi ng to p lay a
ke~ ",I. in .h. dem""ratt..tiun 0/ Ou r
cou nlry.

Th. fin al .. I..<!ion ,.,ull. cuu ld. " f
00ll...., be in'erpretod d ifforently by dilkr­
en' people. The fact rha, more lh. n 'fl l""­
cen t o f ,h. reg i<t.r.d vo"" ..~enlu. lly

p.>'tidp.>ted in ,h. elections, hod some
~)urnali"', ",n<lading 1~" d emocracy wos
lho ....1 win""r, W'l<hin~ t he profesoioNl
.nd ",,,,Uy very efficienl Uni'ed I'. 'ion,
p"""nn<! bustling "ound Windhuek in
lhe ir w hite 10 fTies .nd Golf.. on. OOllldn·,
~elp but ad mire ' he w.y in w hich ' hey
handled .he """,,,,i m,,, ",pl"",ve ";tuation.

F" , whi'" in Soulh Amc. th.... mu" lie

Unease after the cele
By Ga ry Cullen

T HERE was.n almosphere of celeb" 'ion in Namibia, Sup­
po...... of riv.1 parttes _ .bout 'heir d.ily bu.in.... in poli'ical
T-shirt,.nd flew p.>nr flags from almost every lownship h"",..
Y'" beh ind lhe ksliv . 1 ' pp""Tilnce of lhe elections, N. mibian.
w. ... wonied.

This w" ,he view of Ms Jenny Irish•• """"be< of the D'nhlO
Youth CO"S""'S who was part of a fact_fmding mi..ion t<> !'ia­
mibia prim 10 the elections. On their return so",e mem be.. of lhe
delega'ion,. cons isting of ..............tolives from wbile :0.1. .. Demo­
cr. tic Movemenl .fhlial.. coun tryw Kle, add"",sed • report_bod
meeting . rr. <>sed by Id... In Durba n. 'The group vi,i' ed 'he
""".~ of ,he OOlln.ry and Wind""'-' k . nd ' Tilv..11od . ,,,,nllively in
the north, . peaking 10 prople from lhe churches. Unt. g. Swap<>
.nd ,he orA.

FeUow d. legate from .he OUrban Democr. hc A!ISOCiahon M,
Jacki. LeactI. . pol;e of the ron"",t in ' lmosp here between lhe
oou,b which is ...Ia><e<t and the north w hich i' sei.ed by lhe 'en­
.ion of • bilter .nd recenlly suspended war. In .his "'~ion Ii
-...ed obvious lh.t Swap" ltad woo 1"" pohlicallta u le through
lhe 00ll.... of the w.r. By contra<l .he ooul~, which witnessed on.
of hislOJy'. mosr viciou< paci lica' ion ca"'p.>igns . round rhe lum
0/ the cenlury in w hich..,.". 70 per<et' t of ,he Nama . nd Herero
people w.re aruuhilaied, is . tro nger orA territory,

"

The """,.U im pn'5 , km of rhe d.leg.lkm was • feeling of un_
ease a bou t wbeth.. ,he J"'O«"l" bet........" ,he elect i"". and lhe
eventual ind epo=l..nce would be suC<'e!l8iuI,

Tho: Constituen' A....."t>ly i' set l he task of . greeiog on •
ronshtullon by 1 April 1990, Resolu lkm OS mak.. proVision lO
""t<ond ' he l r.n,ih"ool period beyood ' hal d . te , However. lhe ...
I, wKlesp....d concern .ha. ' he United N.,ion. may puUout u nl­
later. lly on 1 April. The ma. >I..... <OS! oJ lhe Un tag 0 p"r.llon, ..h_
maled a' ""me R5-million a <lay. places l remend""" p reM" '" OIl

Mr Ahti...ri to get oul . ' lhe fir:sl dead Ii"". come wha' may.
Tlwre is also d....li,fa<tkm .bou' r"" lirni1ed role o f Unlag in

lhat il is purely. moniloriog lora and not ,lie.... t<> keep the
1""'''''. Sw' p<> ""'mben in particular leel vulnerable.

They a... concerned .bou. lhree P"""ible oour<es uf _bili·
sins violeoce, Leas. menlioned was militan, ult ra-righ, whites
who ltave staled 'heir d etermination 10 figh' . n... OKOnd threst
emanat.. from Sou,h Africa in ' he form of Un'ta It't.<>pS who . ....
.llegedly now being based . , Upiogton, . stooes Ih row from the
sou.hem bord er where ,h.. ....... in is . p.....ly inhabi'ed . nd
where Sw.p" support is lhe 1..<1 """'tonhal

n.... bigges, 'h..... '. '<cording lu Ms Iri sh. comes from lormer
Koevoel membe.. whom lhey met in lho bars of Oshakali . 'Thei,
outlook wa ' <,,<pressed by 0"" of .hei, T-shirts: "Our busi_ i.
W. r . . . • nd bu"...... is Good!" l1Iese men . '" ad.manl lhat ' hey
will be figh. log on. They had said rha' the half of Koowoel' ••p-
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