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CREAM ., kJUd as you wan t; no one will he ar you, •
tortu ... vlct im, In apartheid ,all' ....",~ told by
tormentor> woo......, confldrm lhol I:.nowkd# oI1h<i
crj....... would """'" go beyond th e ""II wall•. Rut the
"""'nt.le<:toraJ <!<-kat 01. "'81"'" that had ICilnl ""'l"'<

fo< human I18ht> olf... the opportunity fOl' the ...tablbhmem 01 0 n.....
nIOIaJ order In South Afrlo:;O- " Now then: b. eI••""" for the whole world I
he", the Vi<:lim. """"",' attoJdi"3lO I"ydwlogi>t Marl."., Il<met of tho
Co[lt Town-bo.... nauma cent.... £oJ Vlctlm, 01V~ and Torture.

_ w"'~ oIlh• •"",ken at "The South African Conf...nce on
Truth and R«unciliatkm" held in c.peTown at the.,..d 01July unde, the

, ........... au!pke> 01 Alex Boraine",...... JU'I~ in nan,lhon project. Som.
ISOdrlega,,,, .ttended, Indudlng ,urv!von 01000"'. poI111dan
",Iigiou. leaden, dlpl",",,!>, >emem~writer>, judge> and rer
""""tttl"", from non.governmental organi>atkHu. Speaker>
1,,<1_ kty South AlIl<1Ican commentators, among lh"",
formerChUean president ra,ridoo Aylwin.

l1>e..tabli,hmenl of. Commi>sion on Tru th a nd
Rorondlla,1on wa, a koy it"'" on theron~agenda
and """I""" the ,upporl 01many ' p"al:n>. At thelll>'
ronferena: on the topk, hooted by Id.ll.> in Febn.wy, it
wa. unckar wheth....the", would be ,ufflcj(,nt p::iIilkal
will for th~ gowrnm<1lt to app:>int such a oommbsJon.
At theJuly <:onte"",~, howev<:J, Ju"i~ Mini>ler Dull.
om., un V<'iled aproposal for the , tructure of aTrut h

and Roroodllatloo Comml...1on. """" thoul!h
detailed prtlPO'"l, had not yet I>een submitted tn
1M cabinet.

In doing'" he IIn ~ed hi, polltkal ca",.., to t he
..t.bUlhment of the <;nmmi»ion. >!>owing a
".,.,."" thaI drew rompari""" wit h Aylwin , who
app:>inted Chll~', tNth oomml..1on""'" afttf hi
ele<tlon a, pre>ident.

Orna:rcan expl'd tot'n<OUnter -..e _ " .nct' ''
he mephffils hi, billlhrough cablll<'!"ructull'S.

Hin u ol such opposition """" al..,.dy evident al the
<:on"""n", In the aboen", 01certain Invilt!d guem , Including repn'

""'tatlves fmm lhe military, the t"atlonallst Party, the ConIeCV>1I""
rarty, lhe Dutch Reformed ChUR;h and tM Inkatha f reedom Party .

Significantly, howtVeJ, two poll'"_I, attended. A1lhoul!h
they"I'I""""d a lNth romml.<Ion on lhe grounds tha' It would be "an
organl wllch·hunl that would divlde >OCiety", they added that If. t",m
comml 1on wo, ntabllshed, lhe South Afrkan Poll", seM<t>s would "give
IMlr fuJI suppon" to It, proper functioning.-_.....



Support for a Sout h African Truth and Reconciliation Commission is

grow ing despite resistance in some quarters and concerns about possible witch-hunts and reopening

barely healed wounds, JANET LEVY attended a recent conf erence that examined the issues,

without endangering the patient

CtlllfA1<4 SPlAXEIIS: Former ......lcIent '.Irlelo
Aylwin and )0•• hlaqlMtl, who ...-..d on hI,
e""n l ry', Inrlh <o mmln lon.

~ polkl> Olat"",em to t he conlerenct' acrepte<! that those a pplyl!l8 for
"".....ty mould "come d""'" about th.I, <;rim.. hut added that this
process of con;""ion mould not "require wide publication of their
<lenhtie:l OJ 01 the exact det ail. 01 their paOl conduct".
amar', propo>oal m.l<es provl,lon fo' a comm l..wn with . te'm of

IllfIce of 12 10 18 month••nd consi,tins 01 eight to 10 p."pl• . H.
""pha,;!O'd lhat Ihey mould "~t a broad cross__ 'IIon oIthe
population" sin",. '" ronOlilutlonallawyet A1toe sach, put I' ro <Ie~1t'S,

' the commission I' doomed If I. consl," 01 o n. natlona! group slning In
judgetno>nt on another".
amar envlsag.. 'hat rommi"lone" will he app"in led bylhe J'f"'l<Ient

m the l\'COmme n<latlon oI a loim commltt"" 01 parll.ment.
IncontI..., 10 th . structure that Invesl is.ted r-;az; .trocities, culmlnat·

iJll! In the Nutemherg ,rial,. lhe South Afrlcan tru,h commission will not
have powers 01 proserutlon. Itowe-vn. It will he able ro subpoena
101.......... and will have POW'" oI se.rch .nd ac=s to do<\lment,. Omar
>tre>!O'd that a ll ' h. rummlssion', 1"""'" would be >Ubject 10 lhe Billof
RlgItI> ond that the body would abide by due pl"OC«SS. In keeping wllh ,he
l>Jlldlng of. hu m. n I18ht' culture,

His proposal envl'"8"' th.t the T",' h and Reronclliatlon (".mmnlruon
will con,I" of th""" 'pedall...:! committees,

• The Com mi tt"" on Amnesty and In<1ern.nity
will he.lr applka.t lon, for Indemnity .gatn"
prosecution for poIltka..1 offence> commltred befOTe
S~bef I?9J by ,tate security 1t>rcH, Iibrtatlon
""","",en" and other o'gonl ..' lon.. Apre
<Ondltlon for indemnity will be full dl5CIo>o.Ire.....
<Ipulated In thelnteriot Con'titutlon, Ihl'
committee will hear applkatlon' from those not
tlleady Ir><lemnlfied In t.rm, 01 A<u pa"",, hy the
~,government.

• Th. CommiTtee on Human Rights Violalion..
in Bosset', W<>nk, "will provl<le . psychologjcally
..t.!paCe" lor viClim. of .buse and their rela.tlves to
tell thei, 'Ion...This will help to piece together a
pictureof the human ,Igh" vIoI.tlon. committed
InSide and outside South Arnca between I March
l%Oand 5 lIe<'ffilhe' I?9J.

• The CommiTtee on Repa,oUon and Il.ehablll
:at\on. will look at waY' of acknow ledgin g wrong>
OOmmllte<! an<! rna"" l\'COmmendatlom on
"""p.matlon with . view to reslorl"l! the dillnlty
:>lvl<tim..

Ml>l;h of the 1eg1,lat I~ framework ftlr the

commlsslon'llII n.....' to be wo,l<e<l out. including the ludk1a1 procedure
reqUired In the variou' commin.... t he rela.tion,hip between the
committees, and whrtltec proceedings should be open 10 the publiot.
Anothec un~~e<!q....tlon I' whethec pecpetratOC'l of abu... ,hould he
disqualified from holding publico~,

Th. Comml,>ion on Truth and I<econdllahon will be JIBt onea'~ of
a nalional eIIort to e.J'O'" and """'"" ,he iniustk:g of the apartheid
'J"lem.11>e Land Claim, Court, whose to... I' addressing ,he legacy of
forced removals, and tbe Jleconwuetlon .nd ~loprn.ntProllramm.
aimed at tae lting th e economic deptivali<rn caU>ed byaparth.ld are
OChers. 0vI1 oocle1y _ "'P"""nted by wrI....... historian.. reiiglou ' groups
and non-govemmentol organl..tlon' - will play it, part In documentl"l!
aparth. id, tending 10 those maimed by the 'Y'tem.nd conttibuting to
South Arnca', moral and cultunl reconstruction.

Among delega tes at the con!<'let= who supported a t""h commission
wo.' Soch" • bomb-blast survlvor. H. >aid tbe suffertng In Boer
concertti.tt"" camp' hod never been publicly ""knowledged . nd, ...
....ull. the tottertl<'Sll of Ihepa" had been carried Into apartheid poIld..,
"Now I' our chance ro end the cycle 01 ,uflerl!l8 and revenge: he .. Id.

The need 10 re..,. tahli,h citizerl" faith In tho: South Afrlcan ..... should

BEIlEAVED: Joy<:e
M1lmkul.., whoM .....
Sl,h..... _t mining
I" 19U.
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be tal;en in to o<"""nl wll<"n planning for Ill<>
rommi"ion, ;aid Legal Re;ource<; Qnl'"
artorney SI""e K3ltanovltz. For years Ihe old
,Iale had turned a de. f ea, to famllie, as Ihey
",arched at pol ice ,UUom and hospital' fo'
ml"lng ",latlYn. r-;ow tIIere wa, a cllance for
a new ",Iatiomhlp betWffn citi...." and "ate.

"TWo rommi"loners plu , "aff 'hould come
to citizem In place;; Ilke KwaNdetlele and
Sprlngbok _ and lu" lI"ffi. The new <tat<
mu,1 ..y II k acknowledging .nd recording
>10latiom that citizem ha"" been throogh."
!(ahanovlll ;ald.

Judgt' R1cltard Goldstone ..Id South Africa
had • legal and moral '*'llgallon to
Investigate gro<S h uman rlgh" .bu..,. The
Inte rnational human righ" move""'nt had
foughl fo' the .,ad","llon of .partheid . nd
South Afric. had a moral duty to repay ii '
dues. The public .Iso had a right to
inftmn. tion from its civil """ants, he said.

SewTaI 'peaLen . lluded to groups wlrn

could be n]X.'rted to ~I" enleting Ihe dia
Jogue .t>out a lrulh commJs<loo. Philosophy
profe"", Willie EsterhUf'" from the UnJ"",·
'Ity ofSl<'llffibosch <aId opinion, he Ilad can·
v...... from whi te Afrikaners had ,,,,,,aled
"reaction 'anging from a reflective acc<-plance
to rldlrule. reJection and OUlright ""I"ance".

!>1any Afrikaners fell the commi"lon would
Ieopardl.. reconclllaUon by turning Inlo a
witch-hunt .nd by "ope ni ng a wound that
h., not been <t;lched long". Others f.lllllat
the .bu... of Ihe <late and the llbe,atlon
movement, cancelled each other oul.

NoIing thatlhere were. number of
con,tituencies who _ re un,ure 'OOutlhe
ne<:<! lor and wimm of a !ruth oomml"lon.
Ida", executi"" dir""lm Wilmot Jam.. called
for a "campaign of pernusion" to highlighl
the compelling rea",,,, for ..tahlish ing a
romrnl<Slon and 10engage South African
society in a dialogue about the >uhject.

R<.-ferring to Ihe l'K'!ential pitfall ,. Un ive<Sity

of Cape Town deputy viee-cltancelfor
M.mphela l\amphele warned that Ihe P"->t
cou ld be deal t with only imperfectly and that
the p toC't'S> would be fraught with
complexities and dangen. "The option; _
face as a society are not whether or not _
exci.. thea~ it i' how we do '" wilhout
en<lallllering the life of OUr brand·new
democracy" ,he ;aid. "Too much enlhu'i" m
may I""" to ..,no,", diffi<:ulti'" and prolong. if
not completely derail, Ihe healing J'1"C'U"" we
'" """peTarely yearn fo' ."

But according to Andre Odendaal. director
of the Mayihuye Conlre for Hktory and
Culture in South Africa. the challenge of
dealing with the past m u" be taken up
becau.. ll i' "crucial to Ihe whole PfOC<'" of
re<on"ru<.11on In South AItlca".

"It i' really at>out h.allllll a lraumaUsed
nahun and ""toting 10 lIlt' memory. The'" I'
a ne<:<! 10confronl the pa'lll wewish 10 bulld
'lO"CUre foun<latlnm for Ihe lulure.' •

Commission 'could be political weapon'
By Shtreen Bada l

P
oucr fe.,lltala trulh comml<slon will
be used .. a political I"'trumem by the
p"""m South African f!O'V"lTlment 10

' puni' h ii' form.. """",,"ti.." . repre"",·
tati v.. of the Sout h African Mice Service;;
(SAPS) tokl "The South African Confere nce
on Tru th and Reconciliation".

They voiced disawroval for the Idea of a
tru th comrni,<ion but added tIIat if it "'.. ""
up Ihey would take part. Th..... "'a> a ne<'d /oJ
peopl<> applying for amn..ty to "come
cl..n". lhey acknowledged.

A pollee statemeflt "'ad 10 the oonference
<aId: "Such a comml"lon will be nothlllll
other than an organIsed witch-hunt which
will anew divide a SOCiety in which many
amn..ti.. ltav" already been granted.

' A general. aU..,mbraclng and lull public
Inqulty into the 'I ruth' of past occunenc"
i' n01 required [by Ihe Inlerlm G:mstitu·
lion]. The interim G:m" ltulion Ita, clfl'ed
'lhe book of Ill<> pa'!" and a mercll..,
reopening of II "'ould be In conflict with
the <pIril and ambil of Ihe G:m"ltulion ...
II would be uncon<tltutional and would
undermine Ihe concept of a gc>V<'mmem of
national unity.'

Pollee <aId few perpetrator< would co"",
forward 10acknowl«lge thei' part in human

18 e Ot"'OCR ~CY , ~ ACTION

DOU8TFUL, Colonel I Devkb.,..
(Int) end Colonel C Sonne.u. et the
conlerence .

righ~ violahn'" if Ih'-'\' believed their deed,
would not be uncovered in any other way.
"Th~ , irna,;on will lead Toa piecemeal
In""'tlgalion by Ihe com ml"ion and many
victim, and Ihel' lamill.. will be dl<1n...
'Ioned . nd angered if Ihel' exp«Ution' a re
n01 mel."

Theyadded lhat public hearillll' could
.....ult in "dam"l!" caused by fal.. allegation,"
and threa" to the "<afety and _II-being of
perpetIat"" and their fam ili..".

Police que<ti<>nedthe foru' to date on Ihe

"ori..of the victim, of apanhekf. 'Wltat
aboul the victim, of the limpet min", In
Wimpy haTS. the Heidelberg Tavern, tile
Chur<;h Street bomb, attack< In church..
and ,hopping cent"" and many mo",r
they ..<ked .

Judge Richard Gold'ione and JusUce
Mini".. Dull.h oma, replled 10 "'''''' of Ih"
]Xlin~ made by Ihe police. Gold,tone
di'puted Ihe claim Illal m"'lperpetrators
would n01 come forward. He told of a
'lO"CUtlty pollcem.n who had gi>..n evidence
undeJ oalh 10 the Gold"""" Cummi,"on
and had expected thi' Informahon to be
made public Immediately.

"He wanted to te ll hi' story and """"lpate
to an exlent hi' own I""'<mal In""l.......".,nl..
Gold' ton" "'id. "Th",e are many members of
th" 'lO"CUnty ]Xlll""who "and to benefit from
the tru th becoming public Jath.,lh.an being
kept <ecre1. The long" Itl< kepl se<:rel. Ihe
lo nge ' the "-'<:UJity f"""" becometarnlsh«f
with tile same brush."

Orna, denied Ihat a lruth comml..ion
would be unconstitutional and said that
""'If c1au.. of the Billof Righ" would be
respe<1ed in the cou"" of ils work. The
commi,<ion would no1 Ilave the pow..
to in, l itute judicial proceeding" If II
app"ared tltat a fl"'I"On could be charged.
then Ihe matler woukl tie fotwarded 10
the a ttorney.general. •


