
ETHNICITY

is not apartheid ideology in anothtor guise.

Anthropologist JOHN SHARP details the diffel1!'nc;H.
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Ht_lurr"ilduIlSc'bon
MondoM"~~
_ South AfrI<an> "onr......... ......, -.
ArchbMop DnmoncI Tutu and

0Ihen.~ rtfrmd IOSouth _ ... a
"__ """"".mlolnlnsu>IO-.o1f"
..._.,·~pooplrlMf~mhn
-.-by _ bor1uwtnp from Ih<
dh<:ourwo 01 · multl<uhu......... •• Can ,he~
Sout h _ _ lOftI1pha;/or r."UIrunI

_I)' In ,hi. fashion? o.... . tor lMl_ d
mulli",llUroll"" provldt a <Inn rnough
brNI< wi'h .ho poOl. Of willi' oIIoo< .tor old
dtiblJokorh, ' 1IlI' " moN ..hil I< oq>lro,loII lO
per;l,' ull<lIlIllengt'd1

Wha. d<Jo» mul' l<ulturoUUIlICI""Uycntall.
ond why should '" mOllYJl<'OI>l< III Conod.t,
,he Unl'''' SlOI... olld Au"'''''' _ ponirulorty
"".IY<and Immlglonl ml.-t'1n _ lillY<
pre<"'d '" vtgoroutJy k. I.. officl.Il
rKlJSItition ""'" the po<l .... do<:adn] Pon of
Ih< .....". \In In the 1orts-sWod1"l: cullUR1
chauYlnhm~ In . hnoo Mal.... by.tor
~pnp.loUonoolf~....

Thnoo pooplr. 01....... Utrl.~
.........uIly domInont ond ..... a IIrm s-P
_ pn! itiQol and « .....1IK~. For mud!
01the .... pmod &oat ... 1m cmtury 10
thr _ 01 thr 2Olh. u..,. au...ijJOt<l1O
bu__"'Ii:IO"~

and Iota~&oat lW"'rJI thr...-ld
o<hathon luropt.IO"" rlftlOthr·-...
_".1ncIrcd. thr .....__u..,.
""""'d" I'••"""'" Into thr ...........
pxs~ IIONnI .... AollllkaD,
c-..._-"who~

~onthr ~"""modo:l
Thcdnnand lIW cuIMaI dIYCni<y ohr>uId

bo~ .... IP""'" Inprom~ In
_1tI"'~W<dlWulL_ba

........ 10 Ilwdr>mlro-tl pujf<1 01"""""
noimiLobon . 1uI .....,~

Thb <Irmond obo~ by Ilw
am~"' Inho:fm' 1n lI.. aulmllotkJnlot
proIK"I, r-;.,'Iwmlnorl..... Illf1""0""". _
f<:trud to g1Y< up 'hell ..~ , heir
..Ilglow bolicl' and 'helr IrIO<In of Il'mlhood;
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bul 1II1lw ...... lImr.how whodld antmflC
10~ and 10 -..nord In the...-ld
cm_on~-""ofpup<lt'j'.
Ioundrhmt__by~.

Thoy InCChff ......... ....-tor
lnt& thoy ...... _ thoylhould qm
_10 br - lndIonoor At>ool@:lld._.
<intt thr p(1 • ( +p'.,.d""llw majority
trapptd _ on thr """'"' ...... rJI the.........-.._·_idu·_drvoiIood
.....-......

Thc<lrmond tor _ blh...an

""""pI"" pooplrIn IItb pooIbon 10-'"
_&fl"'• •-x_.... llapooltl¥t" .........
MInorttIrI InoIoI ' Iw bcInI" Indian or on
Aft1an.Arntflcan or a tan"" ohr>uId bo
re<ogrt_ by ,lit _l<JCIr!y.an
Inho:fmlly .....hy condm....

Bur~ *' one point"""", ,I><~,_oil,,,,'" d1....... ty In1_ tlatn 01
which South AhIco<u ohoukl t.ok. opodal
hoed, TIll. *' 'h.o' cul 'u.... dUl....ncc *' ....
brl llg .., ....... oImply~ an md In ltoolf. It .. 0

_10 UI md. and _ md Ii .... cultwaI
or ethnic...,..__.1It__ with
wIlIdl_At-.. _.011 _ bmlIIar

dutlnll thr""'""htId,.......
AfrIcan._ who ccltbiill. _ ""'"

ty,o,p -.ety no lI'lCt ,tIuol rJI~
tropcaIAlrb In Nonh AoncoU; am- MId
v-...... joumoy 10 Arnab 10"""'1"' ....
~ llol<h, noli 110 m:u_uct-. TlItIr
___cuIhnI4Y...d ...... bo

.....,..:tod Il, In 1aqc pool. .. """""" 10 IJOI
InIo Ilw pnIIIIcaI_ oconomIc _ .......

on IIlOIC' _ """'" bJ' cImurt bnlI:
-1llb¥onInc Ions......olllll~
....... !hut '" opt of .... -..tcIo:<......,.,

It b(ntllnly 'Iw ......,.. a>pKtO '"
South _ ', pot! have btcrId1_ IronI
,_ 01u..ItI,........__.South

AfrIca·,dominan' populo, '" oImilor
Europcut ""'... or!llIn 110011I ml'-ty._ ".rOod IUtCllYC tilt I"ubl.", ,....."h'd til'
.1Itprncncc of •.,. ...... by mNll' of for<C'd.
"-'lI"'P11on..,he! ' h, n kJrCCd auI",lIo,loII,
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ultures CAI'l C\IlT\lRl:~""" _ , ...

....-- ----pD1fulIr_ . opM IIJI_1O
Iht.-01 rnp<1 b<Ultutal d1ffnmor.
-...... Idtt*lp;ol~1Oldr.
1Io__.dtql(OO..." ........................,.

eumnl ........... .... mr«I lor cultufal
dlYenity nrftl lO~ -.. .lnOl .hl>
~. ....l<hbr... IOIDO~1o
tbt Nonh M>tfIcan and AU>lralWI fM'l.
1Ithe\' .hAn .. any lndkatlon of I rontlnulng
inO~ of"I"'''ho\d 101I<.

Multlcultural!>m 11.0 mi. on . n
"""""" .nd!n~ of ".....ll " "," 'hOl k~
djff"""" from ,h.t whk h ch••aet.rt,..;l the
klo1oIog)' of • .,.rthrld. Un&r 'I""hold.
"<\liN"" WI ' takM to_.""~ . ... y of
ti~Wl w.. ...~Iy UII"l_ . and
unIqutIy~t•• 10 I por!lClllu .. hllk
poup. ThI' Zulu, " .... .~ h8d _ <JWTl

<uIturo. whim .... 1undamm1.lJ1y differmt
fromtIw tulturn ollbt Xhos.a, tho Tswana,
tho M1brwn mel Iht F.fII\Ioh. _ . II:
_ .... _ _ p.tibIlItyol ......
_ <uItum tlwf__10 rnKr

........ <It ..kJp nocnsIty.011 "'""_ ollht...-in
"""" Ammca _ callier rnulli<ullur.di>m
...... _ ..... ponlnlWnaIIuraI~
_ .._-,. ~ . I 1...... WIItlItor
~ <Ult.-ol tho~ Inolu5triooI
_ Ill thry_.sw._......
10_ ..-,__

....-. u..,._ bound '" boopm "' ....
__........... anbrblftldrd _mivd
ond__ In • ...,._don_..........
<ith<r.....~ '" Iht <."UIlI.ft
orthr •• , [ot"" ' of lhdr~

~""""'---1JnmiSranl........1Ia do "'" think .... II.. cuIturn thai:
~ Iolnh:ndod IOpoote<t ...
<.. iLpk .., _dIocftw.·~ol _.

On Iht"""TarY.thno "ruItufn"~
kxlruc. or 0IrIbltnwlc. 1Ipt1~... '-'In
of Idmllty, lor """,,," ,,_MPI~­
abo,lnd prodorn"","tly. toIm~_lot
Within lnd\mrlal~, n.... """"01 '.....,
P«>I>I< haYr . doN, ....... olltw _ty of
cultural d lfl<.tr!lO'.

-,_SolnIl""""-,,_
_010...- .. .....-.. __Mft In tho ft&ht ron , . ThtI'r _ tImn
_ pa.;.,. b -.. -dlI" ",' - porlIop
onIy<Jn hiltll..,.. _1'Iolldoyr. _..-0 ..
otIwn lor wnpIy bo1n.Scanodla! Of Amnlcan._.......
~ >hili t-d~ Iorth bc'I .. . . " m,.,.,

lrwbd.ldm'llJI. TIw ..~ In which~
~ Itwlr dlff<ft1>tt _ In olluo1llonal
anodl......" In pankulan<ilc otyln of music.
«»twn< and <'tlWn<• ••,tl<'< , han In wtally
dlfft.orton, •..aY' of II'" _ _ 10 moicll,lY

Aparthrid ;11I1,1",..<1 me,l' lip ""viet'
to till;' !",rion 01 f( 'I"" I !Of mltumt

dif!'"fm<t'. f u/....m.. i J<,<"(J~iml
pmmmlN mlmll aside, itl hr.i<il

",ll oj J....'P ,onlm'pl "N' IIllu"d
dil,""itv.

....la. 'aoltll<'__to_1hry-..-...........-~­.....
Tlwft 110 _ -.on lOoupp:w _ til<'

_ .... br.....,.4tlI< ...~In_h
AfrIQ. Fa brnco"ur ......... _ ~ ..
__tod<ty. o..tne tIl<'.........,.. hal
caun lor _ tod<ty lO-.op. tIl<' ......d.
• South A&\<;om'-bcm ~ ..Ulo.'*'l'
.......... Tlwftlroa_tn_ ••a,....
__til<' _ tomd.1IIInp;

portaMWIIl '-lI.d«u",~. nonnin&_ .__ Ior__

Il '8 ""'" _ A&\<;om may. on
apptOp<IaW<>eaoIOnS. .... lycIaIIabout tIlC'
_01 n;duCliool t\Ihu_ but Ihoy an: no
_ ......,.lO_lO_..n.,...
.....-po>IOfal~.Of~

~tllan lheMi~al<ln3

m_ dio>II .....Id ..onl to n.lo In 1_
BMW.fCli' O>."&JI<"''' To _ Ihot _ ....
~._ n <UlIUfC' b 10 demand rnpo<'t for
~. dignity; It don "'" "",.n 1110, """
....V1'"8'" 0 IUlolly d iU....", ..oy of Ii" /rum

....,m",""".
In tIlC' Il8h< d. til<'---. I ....... ""'"' til<'

pdf 111M nlotI bt l..... til<'.-.ned.
...................._Iro_ ..... 'I9J«1n
'\ouch """"~ tIl<'old_01_Of

cuIlu<aI wpocotI>nI , hot .........­
apattllC'ld. Iut.-bOiW pcovbo. TIw
_ 01datmI tocultural d1f1tfC'n<e b
otf<d<d by 1110 doIm' to ....1<11 lhooo..ho
""''''' Ihtm~ lhollh< _ oodrIy II
mpomIYf to ItwI. ......ndI ft. tcrngnItlon
of d ign.lly and lor fl lr a«n> 10 ""'Imal

-~
Whm poopIf btlln ., ' 1101,r-. 11 """P' fur

th<ir lot '0lml"'_ . Ih<l'llhri. a",'l1lo", of
dltre",,,,", a... ...n.,hTand ...latM"I<.n..."
1'NIr.. 'ho' a ny dalm 10 alw:>lut. ""Itwal
dl~ lL In many "0"" a poo<. Cli a
~. ....Ich can br su>tolnodonly by
........ ofhumour and Irony.

Ilut whEn ptopIr l«l ohat Ihoyan: liJt01Iy
maqlnalIM<I by Ibr..- """'Y.__
thc'<o b no .,.....,...1 oIl ",ow"",," to 1_
quality d. '*"'.then tIlC' II and tIlC'
-,. and tIlC'...- l hot ·dItk,.,a·, .I;b,
......1Iflty. 110 1C'IaIM," <!IIappM". TIwn 0iW

iolol<:wlIIta ........._' ..... 'd._
4tlk......" and """ tIlC'..,.. In......... .....---So: .....1· an:t.lll...........,a .ln _AiDtriQo.-- .............,berA"" tIlC'
a!tIaLwllcdw_ thatil
..odc'piIAoodby hopt. _1Iw_
«_A I d. .....dIf......." that Iro til<'
pooduet of",-. Tlw p<*d ol .....<kin<·
...... 110 . ......... ...__••15 ...--U __ too Q.II.OIIf -.wo,....'-
"""'Y maktnII UPOiW . ,,.-'
IIIllOfI. how ... -... that 0IIf 0<JCItty

otl<n all'" "."••,. tIlC' opportunity to
~ In. _ ..... btnrflt huon,
......MUMm poIItl<ll and ..........., artiviIJI.
.. ...0 .. Ibr oppurtunlty ... pt<>daim thtIr........ .

/<J/Ur SIwrp " _ Itrhlrtf In riot dcpo.'l" ""r
of-WI ""r1rrop<Jlotr ~I riot U>t/>'rroity of

eap. r.,..".
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