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IlIOW for days. Listming to Talent was like
sitting with my broIh<.T talking about war. A
war ends, you bury the dead, you look alt...
the cripples - but everywhere among ordi
nary people is this army whose wounds
don' t show: the numl:>ed. O' the bnltall...-d.
or thost' woo can never, not really, believe in
til<- inno<'ence of life" .

If Ihe .Irongesl imp,...;on of u,..ing's
first visit to Zimbabwe was that too much
was ,,'pe<.1<'d of Ihe country only two years
after the end of a very brutal civil war, in
1988 she id.....tifies a. the main theme: "how
much a small thing, a single building. or ani
mal, or link gardt'J\. or a dedicated person
coo mean, transforming a whole district.

"P"', Simbisai wants me to ..... ""rtain
shed. II is a large plain lock-up shed wilh.
' <'Ill" n! floor. II is communally owned ...
NCh family not only had to pul~y into
the material. to build the shed, but then help
build it- and afterward. look afl.r it.
Someone alway. IIad 10 be the"" this after
1\00II it was a young woman wi""" tum had
come on the rost..... She said that most lami·
lies had left the scheme, leaving a nucleus
who had buill it up. and now people wanted
to join il again, because il was changing the
life 0/ the area.

"In the .hed is a weighing machine for the
sacks 0/ produce, and to weigh JX"Ople when
docton and nurses come. Th...... is a heap of
maize, seed maize, tinted blue and green a. a
warning not to eat it or 1'-"'<1 animals witb it
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'I could not talk like this then,
It w ould have sounded an

irrelevance: at best, like one
of the eccentricities the

w hites go in for '

... In the shed, too. political m....ling. are
held. educational classes 01 all kinds. and
parties. The owners of the shed are proud its
facil ities are available to everyone, members
or not, that it is a ""ntrelor the whole area,
and such a success thai other p<.'ople in
neighbouring areas are talking about build
ing a .imilar centre."

One 0/ the m""t tragic Iht>m... of AfriCiln
Ul"Sh'"" (to this middlt'-Class .....meministl is
th. de.truction of the land wreaked by
poverty, ignorance and a terrifying popula
tion explOltion. Lessing firsl mentions il like
this: "When I returned to Zimbabwe all ....
that long absence, I e~pe<red all kinds 01
chang.... bullhere was one change I had not
thought to e~p"cl. The gam. had mostly
gone. Thebush was nearly .il""l."

later. she picks up th black men on the
side 01 tile road ("they w all three midd[e.
aged. or at least. nol young. They were
shabby. Butlhey were amiable and I knew 1
had found whal I had been wanting, people
of the country. black people. I cnuld tal k
with. Tall<, that is. without being ov....heard
by antagoni.tic whites, by the new breed 01

ideological blacks"). They ask her whal
changes she has noticed .ince .he left for
England so long ago. Lessing wril<>s:

"I wanted to talk about tM emptying and
thinning of the bush. how the animals had
gone, and the bird. and the insects, how this
meanl everything had changed; how myri
ads of small balances, hund red. in every
.mall patch 01bush, necessary for water. soil•
loliage. climale. had been dislurbt-d. I had
already begun to suspect that lhese chang...
were more important than, even. the War,
and the OV<'rthrow 01 1Mwhites, the coming
0/ the blad , governm<'lll. Now, years later, 1
am sure 0/ il. Butl could not talk like this to
these JX"Ople then. at that time. It would have
sounded an irrelevance: at M I, like one 01
tM l'<'<elllriciti... the whil<>s go in for.

"It is, 1 think. almost a law lhat what one
is afraid to say because it will be rejected by
the atmosphere of a time, wililum out to be
a few years later the """,t irnportantthing of
su-

1'wosound. ring through one'. head aftt-r
"",ding Ihis book - the laughter 01 the litle
("he shook with laughter. the marvelous
Africao laughter born somewhere in the gut,
.eizing the whole body wit h good
humoured phllosophy"); and the cry of the
emerald spotted wood doV(': "my moIher is
dead, my child is dead. oh oh oh oh" The
one does not silence the other.

s~.u~. W_ i• • fre<l.~"" joo...;d ;. 1"",.
",nlly wooo"!! in ld. ..•• ",o«Ii. d~",~nl

Justice for all
"Developing juslice" is a new seri... of nine
booklets designed to help ordinary JX"Ople
unders tand legal issues and concept. in
order to promote sodal ju.tice in South
Africa.

The excellent series has been ...rillen and
prod uced by the Social justic Resea rch
Project (SJRP) and Ihe Legal Education
Action Project (Leap) - both 01 which are
based in the In.titute 01 Criminology al
ocr

Topics rovered in the seri.... are: lawyers
and lhe legal system;community advice seT

Vices and para-legals; l.-gal aid services in
South Africa; proIecting constilutional right.
- tbe con.WuHonal court, human righl.
commission and the ombudsperson; com
munity courts; women'. rights; lesbian and
gay rights;chlldren'. rights.

Included in each booklet are practical
=mples and .ummaries, lists 01 questions
to discuss. workshop outlines, lists 01 u..-ful
COntact organisation. and other resourc....
Contact SjRP al (020 650--29&3 or Leap at
...esc.

Coming Soon•••
from ldasa and David Philip Publishen

A book cempris ing papers rron a major conference 00:

South Africa's Internatiooal Economic Relations in too 1990s

Edited by Pau line H Baker, A lex aoraioe and Warren Krafch ik

• • •
This 0001<., which flows from a makx conference held in Apr il this year,
explores some 01 the international and reccoer economic policy optklns
lacing South Africa as lt emerges from the economic laager at a time of
dramatic global translormation.

InltH'MtlDnBl contributors Include: Prof Robert Z Lawrence (Harvard).
Prof Paul Krugman (MI. T.). Dr John Williamson (tnstitute for ImernatiDnal
Economics). Duck·woo Nam (South Korea).
SA contrlbulors InclUde: Dr Raphael Kaplinsky, Avril Joffe, Dr David
Kaplan Dr Chris Stals, Prof Gavin Maasdorp, PaUl R Hatty.

AVAILABLE FROM THE END OF SEPTEMBER

For further information contact Warren Krafchil< at
telephone (021) 47-3127
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