
LANGUAGE

We are
what we
speak
Old .ssumptlons about lang... use Ind
learnln lil Iinguag•• Ir. prov ing to b.
l om.wh.1 off th. rIUIrk In our l;:h.nglnlil
c l... room• • RUTH VERSFELD make. I
few obsetv.lions. 'IUC -.u.

"It you paint III toreign language on my skin my Infl8lTl1QSr soul cannot /mIa the.
The glow ofmy fH/ings will fIOf f)8r /tl1OUgh the biood potflS. •

- Pirico UberaIO Mott. FitInish i'nmigritnt 10S~.

SOUTH AFRICA, as we .11 know. is ..
f..touJouo.ly multi-lingual ....nd. W. art'

,."... juol sWting ~ nNW II Itw ftips
of communicating wil h 0fW .nott...r 01\ ..

""'"' equal t.sis. ~ _ dtbllintl: ...1ionaI
~~ poIio:B IiU""" bofon!.

An ' 'Wi !hal EngIi<h~ No 10~ !he
Iingu.o franca IIMlif"UlI& up itl ltw~ ('00­

pie of)'ftn. AUthis is leading ... 10 <'f1tllin
_ umptiono and oond usi0n5 which, I thin k,
bear So"", " ",ful rontemplahon.

I "hall lim;! my comments to what I have
oo.., rvll'd in Khools whe", EngH. h is Ihe
fl'l<'dium of InMrUI:tion and whf.r. t~ \,nt
....;;my of Itw IIeldlets art'~ flr,t 4n­
gUlg••~.kfl'$ with whom I hn . hi d
ClJUntIo.oon~

Our "' ' coo....... if how boot 10 dcolI
wittl tt.. ;, = of~ t«llnd Iangwp:
' pt'. k... in trad itionally Enlllish fiBt
11115""'" c1uM't. I'", Su.... th.1 simil,.
poin~ of "ie... would t.. Mid in Khools
wtwR lith,.,. Longu.ges ..", dom irunt. Just
replac. Ih. word English wilh I.... appro­
pria~ "'ngua~.

'"The! (1m, 10 this school in ord...r tc

Inm EngliJh and so they mu.sl sp!ak

~ish II aJI Iimrs. It's for !heir own

~ The~1s also insist on u,"
'lhP lir$t -.mpc;on ....... _ that .... ftms a

wmnd~by~ilaDthPb...... 1

»

am nol CIDIIVinned .not thio _10 and modi of
thP .-..m 1-.1 is !Il1mglhfning IllY <Xln­

vicbon. II _ that w","t is impon.nt in
acquilina: a --.:I~ _ IIlNningfuI
"""'5'Ution of .....S fiN. nor ...of idm­
tit)' and w1f·wortb is innlJicably bound up
WIth 1Mw.gu..ge(s1 we..-L

· Mo.... .......... than ....ligious traditiom., or
-.ial or d<ll"llntior rus.ton\$, it is. 1"ngwge _
the way P"'>ple rommun ical~ and sha.... t"'-'ir
ll>ougJ.t. - which symboli.." and ..-mbodil.>s
.. c u l t ur~ an d it s v. lu .....• So .ay John
Tw itch in ud CIa . ... Demu th, aut hors of
"'Multi"'('\JIl\ml1Education· .

In ord('1" to INm a o«ond 1"o5""'g... w...
n.....l to 'totl ronfident and "'"I'PY in 00.
Jearniroc ff1vlronmmt. ....' 1~ wNt dtiId­
cmlftd ~tion is. aD oboul:~

'IhP "'<XJlld -.umpti<>rI ....... _ tMt • _
lang.....ge is bnt ....aml by C\lltill8 001 t ....

.........~sl.Bulmnogoirl..........mr
is 1flb1l8 ..... that -..nd. Iongu.w~
mrnI 8""' hand in hand with fint 1"nsuage
d~1. Child"", who a-- to grow in
their Ii... Ianguago battle ""'"' with learning
a .!'Cond. On ....fl""tion, Ihi. oow m. k....
sm~ tome.

Fin. lly th... . e i. th ... probl~m of p.....nt
proIftII w",", Enshsh is no! ill!'listrd upon.
I'lolmtl want what tIwy considof to be best
for lheir children bul.lik... turhon. th.,
don't . Iw.y, lak... lim to conoid...,. th...

~ ttw,;If1' iuns- SdIooh rom!

to involve pi"",ls. nol only in fundraising
activiti"- but .1", in thinking thmugh .nd
coming to.n undrntanding of rducaOOnal
iss u" . They ....., . fl..... 11, th... primary

"'~-
..f W~ let dUldrm .puk thrir Own

~ tIwy f_ di.lun and

don1 mUI',¥ riJ_This !!K'OURK"
rxi.il. p'!iod i«o"

0.... .n~ linguago' _Uy ,""""""go'
P"'P"" mixing> I ha", found that child"", of
ditk...-nt language b<tckground. int"""'" best
in o<;honl. where ttws.. langUig"" arr mean­
ingfully ll"«JSIlisrd and giVf1l stalU$. 1 think
cs p<'CiaUy of a primary ",honl who:re chil·
d ...n played in their own Afrikaans and
XI..- huddlr5 dwms brNk, .although \herr
w.. a ........ onduty i-..gonAfribms.

The Khool th...n intl'Od uced a Xhosa
tNdwr who illfistrd lhal C'Vrry<>rI(' in 1M
trhool. including tfw Sub A po.<pilf """ tfw
INc.... .. Ir.trn Xhow. Wtt/un a W'ft'k th<R
huddlft had d;",dvrd. Although AtribaM
rontinurd 10 tor the domi...nt linguo.ge, it
.....-f tho! giving tho xt..- 1,,~ sta­
tus ......bIood tfw Xl>o6a-spH king child...... to
fIouri,h.

"When in Rome do u the Romans do."

Thio io an assimilationiol view of rducatiori.

II ........... that child"", "''''' change to fit in
with Ihr orl>ool, without C'OlISidering thr
idN that tdlooB crill: to accummodalr dliI­
dl'l"ll- Ito..... .... dIangrd oipific:antly siner'
tfw "'Y" 01 thr Forum """ it contin.... to



Multi-cultural challenge

~~ onnot ...y lhr ...... - and
wouIdJI'l iI bo-lold if Ihty <bd?

s.-. ochools N~ . \Il'rI'IpWd 10 .djlat 10
lhr widtT ...rirty of nllh,l,;al t.~nds

mllIIIIll: Ihm pupils bJ'~ bitJand pWa
10 lhr~ and bJ' .knoorlod~ .....
ticuIar~aIo in Itwir -.nbbos. So. 101'
~pIe, • QImti,on .,hooI lNy cnobW .
~or lhr om-r NPw Y_,

So:h I".u;es furthrr O'-.llhr 1i".loibit
wiIlw>utN~ ury sipW..... impKt "'" Ihr
rtllUI of lhr sdloul Rmw~ 10 f1our­
ish u il did brfo.... . A Khool ~.nui ...ly
wurl<ins 10 am>mrrorod.lo' Ind .ffirm .... of iIs
romm unity dors not Ioikr!his Il>krm!IIlDIJtr,
RMhrr iI ~ iIs rthoo or I\iddrtI (\11'-

ricuJum wftI ... ib taupt CUl'ricuJum.Ind
.ns u," Ih,e chn~. is cons" nl .
~1rdgir13 iII.1nl'*fIingful w. y lhr d if.
Irrrn t Ilongwo~ pupils spr.l'k goro. Ion~

w. y in !his di rmion-

THE o!,",lIing of
Soulh Af rica ll
schools 10 . 11 has

broug/ll wilh il .....ny cNIIrn~ INt pupilo,
teachrn and po.....,ts . ... otJuggiing 10 ........t.
t-Iow.wr•• """;l\iIr hold rt'<1'fllly by Ida... in
E.tst london on ....w .pproaches 10 mu ll;.
rultu, al lt>aching found IN I I.... ehallr-n~...
I'" not insunnoonl.oble.

s..nior House of Reprrsrnlali . .. tdue. ·
lion officii11 Mr E Fray oullined """,e 01 hi.

""~ while ......d....." " . 1Grrt'IIl"-Knl
Secondary School in Ihe cily. He .,id Ih. 1
lIollmilling Xho!ia slud""rs 10 I..........." ,1 had
broug/ll wilh il 11\0> cN llcngo of d~a1ing wilh
cinumcW" n inilial,,",
~ pupils Ii"hlmed 10 ochoot af"", 11\0>

I

"M y proble m Is allthese n ew k id s

with huge~u.g. difficulties. They

,,-re h olding ~Mk the mit of the cLtsa.­
Tlw q....oon to ron.<id<:r ""-'re is who, in fact,.
No lhe I.ngu.oll" difficulty. A child ""'y not
boo.bIr 10"p"k English, bul ~he will sun'ly
"P"'k onr or mon! other I.nguages. Both lhr
lNChrr .nd lhe I¥SI of Ihr d.Jss coold regard
Ihr ll'lulli-Iingu.ol lW""'" cllW sitwlioo lIS

• ndl l\'OOllJ'Cle n thrr INn "'. p....M.m.
Now is our dwn 10 hur onr mothrr's
~ and to com~ and lhinIr. .boul
IJwm. II is oflnl .....-rItd lhal ~ple who
"f""lllWlY I.onguagrs~ ........ cognitiwly
. ,i1e Ihn monolingu.1 prople. Su ....ly "­
d e iXWl' ('OIIUining . numb..- ofl.ongu;lges
..... ptItrr~ fur rognili~ ~

"f'II""'I?Otn.INdwr ............ upon this
iON. lhr Englioh~ I.ongu.oll" Sf"Nh'n
""'y hrIp in~ Ihr ..... ollM cbso for......
~ don' 1ft w h y Illy dliId sbou.Id be

wastinAtime lumins Portu~

w Tsw.aN .11ldIooI when slwcould
be Ie . tuoduI,t.IR_!.ib

"""" =~
n«dll"O'orL-

n.a.~ _ 10 llunl INt our bnins
N .... li"'itt'd~ for learning.. and INI
INmin& ON' thin&~ lhr f""'l'ibilitr
of lN ",in~ .not How",,". one could
.ll'pO b- an oIddrli nthrr than. suIlmo::-
1i... . pproadL n.a. is baot'd on 1M notion­
that .".. .... ,..«~ ........ It. ilP,,"

~ .. doolhr COIid ' " .about Iirrc' on lhr
odiooI timrlablr. TndiIionaIIy~N~

bre-n .!o ll<'d inlO !,",riods . Ou r thinkin~

.roul what .\nornt wtoen. t....m 10 limit us:
1010 103J is physical NUCii!ion, 103J 10 It
is lmIory. language is pm:-rivO'd u bting
Wmi onJy in ."J"rific I.o"ll"'ll"'''''''''-''-

Yt>1 I"- n~u"- ge i. uM'd . and Ih.. ....fo ....
acquired. in ....--. Why not. for nom-

winl... holid. y. wt>aring k.... ki ins lead of
.,1>00I uniform. II was _ imes diffiruh
for INchrrf to d...l with them boocau,," they
Nd now g:r.d.....'N to 1M"",,11I5 "' "mm-_

The... h.d n,,1 lurnl'd oul 10 be in.u r­
""",nl.obl. problems, however. Rall>er lhey
had COIIlribuled signiflUlIlly 10 a growlh in
lIl'Milivity . 1 the II(hooIlo the IW'W otud....rs'
cullural baockgnlUnd.

The principol 01 51 An....•• Primal)' SdIooI.
Mr 8 Lahoud, !Ih.oll'd his l'llprrienct'S wilh
lhe inltTgl'alioo of child....., of differenl ,aces
o.o r a pt'rioo of 10 yea,.., when Calholk
och"ob opmod I~' dooN 10 all.

pie, encourage T.w.n. In Iho ne<'dl.work
cl. ss? 1/ lhe leache, c. n·1 . pt'l k Tsw. n. ,
some of lhe child....., .....ybe .blr 10IIrlp.

- I'm just Ihe~3'hy teeche..
English is the English leilCher'. ob.­

Fi~lly. I'd lik 10 d well . liltloo on' poinl
m.>de in !he~ ponguph. Thio mal"
10 the id<'.t INI ""'"Y ..,..,hrr is. I.nguooll"_.

A5 boobirs .... do not «qUire I.onguall'" in
langu.oge 1rssoM- w.. MU Ianguoo~ brin~

..-:I in all oorIs of situaliDno. SouNb ItIrt 10
.....kt> Sf'fI'<". w.. undenloind Ihnr Iling
. nd 100 It'.lm 10 . .... re our 0Wl'l nd. in
ord" 10 COIl'Irnuniale with "'hen.. &.oM
don·t .......~b-Ihr~ollanpap

but lor Ihr sob of~Iion.

UrIguRI ouch ... Stl!ptwn ktu/wrI arsue
tNr we~ tangu.og.r brtter whm roc­
iJ'Ilon~lhr~ol.~

othrr than~. So, if you want 10 .......
Enph. do pgnphy ill Enpsa. n.e;lb of
the~phy lINdlfr io10~ lh.ot her
Iosoonis~.

I would argue further INI lhr job of lhr
Englioh IHeM is 10 borlp tho 'OOV,,-phy
!fIIdooor IIiinIi. 01 w.~ of ""'bn& her inpul
fI'O"' undrnu.nd.aNe. A , .....1" r. nl!'" 01
~ aeti..me. would obit! lho fonD
from tho wlitto.. or . poken word lo.n
undrntondin, 01 the ccw..epto thrimfIwo.
Wolds would IYtumty k>lIow • • ..-.. 01
proniins lonn 10tt....r UI'ldcrItIndinp
n........tins~ol ...tw,. would

.... vt> mo.... f"-"".Khin~ t>ll«tt INn 1M
-ertra """"-'"'" .yndlUUlf" lIWly \anr;ulll'"
nchrn Il'r! loo:ktd iNo.

W""t ""'tter'O io 1Iw we conbn... 10al<
quesbono.nd 10 If)' out _ idea .. 1""1
tbr f""'lP5" ol de.doping our odioolo _
~ 10. !ItandstiD......_.01__tho 1_ .._

Lomm. __..... C-.Sdoool _
EoI--' u...........-,_e-TOWtL

The Ihird membrr 01
Ihe p.o llel, 1.4 . N 8.lrry,
lower prill\u y pro;":1

le.der . 1 Ihe Indepe ndon: Teacher
Enrichmenl Cmln. spoke . boul lhe drvft.
opmr-nl of leri.ols for . nli-bias educ.tion
....itoble for u in . mulli-<'Ullu..l lllUlli-~...
guaJ situation,

Participonts in lhe .....,ina, an f.l l lhol il
wO$I1S('I""" simply 10 dlidsuchoot.. bullhol
POl\'IIlS ,,-nd edi01IioNHoto ohoold l.ou. . n
;>('IiV(' in,""", in.,hooI . lfai.,. II wa. M l lhol

""'"' black PO""''' NV(' yrt to cLu jfy in lheir
own minds whol lhey lIIt>an whr-n lhey ....y
lhey Willi. Il"od <'due. lion for lhelr childn:n-

I),,,..t'" M.,ldu ...
R"lIkm.r.1 Co-oro!l r...-

"


