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Power to the planet
he SA government's strategic need for independent electricity
supplies is polluting our world, costing us dearly and keeping

millions of South Af ricans in the dark, writes JAMES SELFE.

IT IS difhcu lt to think oj (),w an'"
<>1 Su" th Atri can lift> l h. ' has not T
l>l,'I\ di,j(>rt,'<l hy a"",heid,

I! h" , d t"",,,>d (lUI '''''k ly. OU'
economv, our ,-duca'i"" 'V'h'm,
and , m,,:,' ub vio us ly. o u r p;.,Ii'; cs.
Lt..., ap""""1 h." ht"n the wa y in
wh i,-h il M ' d''l',.ded "ur t',winm
mt'nl

r ho.' mol" '>!w""lS c ih'(1' can 1><' ",WI in tht·
d,wadahn" and e n ,,;,m of mueh "I ,.... 1. ,><1
In the homeland, . Tn"", ... tt,'red jr" cts "f
1.00 haw h<"n f,>rct'd tu wpt' w;,h hundn'<l.
u f th" " M " d , " f - , u rp lu. p"" p lc", "'""".
m '."'" '' in "wh ite" S<>uth Africa was unw,o!
" "n.,. Nnw w,-t.,,· th..·"t",,, .,, ,h,~'k· of th,
l' nvim" m" ,,, ,,1dl<-<1 ' (II r. pid ur b.>ni""t i""
wilh all il••,,,,,,d,, n' 1",lIull,,"

M"f< in,Odi,,.,, h..l , 1>..", .1", .......;<1 •• j,w ;, i·
ble elf,,,,, on tho.' ,,,I>-"'lI,,,,,,,1env;m nm,' n'.

By bf().erin~ c iv il war> in M"z.mbi~u.·

.nd An~ol., S"uth Afric. h., ",n'"bu,.s:! ,,,
wid,'Sp"..d p" 'oching. .nd in ,om~ c,'''', th , '
w!>t,l,,,,.i<' ,Iau ~ht,...- 01 much " I tm, ind ,~t"

n"u s w i ld l i f~ in , ho",' u nhap py ""u n tri~"

And thi' I""",.. ..io,· th.: h,lI in hu m. n , ul
f,·,ing

S"u th Afric. i', in ,·n" im nm.·" ,. 1
'e,m" f1chl y bll'''ed .nd d o u b ly
cms<s:!, We h.ve. b,m illn c llm. te ,
rich diV('T>ity of fl,,,. and la u na .
subst. nbal d '1" ",i1> of mi,,,,r.b a nd
• w,·.I,h "f "'I"'rti "" . On ,h.' '~""'r

hand, ",.' I. e . , ,, me " , ,,'nli.l
,,'.oure,.., nOL'bly ", inlall di,lIibu ·
ti"n and wat"r, ",hile our politiC'll
a nd d~.ire 11, d"minate th .ub
"'l'I;'\I'I h.w t u t us "If IT"m tm, 1><'1'1
diti.1 dfwh "I "" -ol"·,.Ii,," wi th
,he ,ub-"W"n.

Thi' d istru st of ,ub."·~i",,.1 ro
ope'''bon ha, had ., t Ie",t Iwn .nvi·
mnm"",,,1 d f"ct " Fi"t, it i, un....tu
, al. t h ~ n v j r" nm e n t k n o w , nu
bo"nd.rie., .nd hO"'Her well
s..""h AI,it' m." ha w <t,n,,"" ',J it.
,' nvim " m,' nt, ,h'., .""i'",,",,·nt a. a
wh"I., w ill ' ""o,' ,mi",'d ""I.,..
pr"hl,"", d d " ..",s:! holi"ically.
S<'<t'ndly. i' ha, fo",.",j ",,,,'h Alrico
t" think , t ra t el(ic. Jly and tu plan
.w""lIn~ly

tain . t ha t th,'r" i, a ,uitab le ,tn·tch of t h,'
C" nllo Riv.'r "'h.,,,· wit ho'" wn'trudin~.

..l orn, it would 1><. profh"al h' p ia,.., tu m;".",
c'p"bl.· of 1I"""rali "lI m, {~ Kl m"lIa watt "
,'qu,val<'n t to 'h" '"t,,1 cur ...n' ca P'Clly "f
Af, ic•. On" co uld th,,,, ha v~ a p k·n' iful. "'1.·
live ly ch,"p a nd non-p<,lI u l.n t ,,,u rn' "f
p",wr, ", hich w uld ,up ply no' onl y S<,uth
Af,i c., bu t th,' . .... Ii", , u b-"1\ion .

Th.· p robl e m i, th.t up Ii ll no", S<'u , h
!It'it ', lo r >ITO I'1\ic """,'n" "'''''' n,~ want to
1><' d'· I"·"o,'n l "" lo",'ill" ",,,,,...,,, 01 I" ,we'
lind ' 0 w~ ""n linu,' to h~'p th.' ",,,I_/i""d
~" "" ra 'o" K"i"lI, wflh .11 ,h" i, "h' nd.",
poll ut~", wh il,- '"v,"" i)\ol II nll . Ih'''''''''''' " "."
for ""'n' ""n'mdy "'pen"ve nud,'., pow~,
>I. ltons,

Obviously we have mhe"ted 'his ..tuabon

10 d i, tribut ,· our " ....Ul\--.." '" ""lto n, "f "ur
p" pu la lion to pn"'en ' furthe' d" l(r.d.'i"n
."..1 '0 n ·h.bili" ' .' ,,,or ,,,,vin 'nm,.... '. To "",'
"I"i'~'fjy """, m""," "" " 'Ampl" , 7() 1""_
."·,,t "f our own I"'pul. " o n i' ""'hod"d fn ,m
11><'1><'''''f" , o f ,·',,<i rific.ti,,,, . nd ,", a ""''''~

qu ,>nce ,,' n,u m,' w,,,od ", fu,'!. This k,. d , '0
dd" n ."L,hon, .nd [nom th,~,' 0" ,,, d....·,"h·
c.t~", .nd ,'n" ,on

It c, thu , u 'l\, 'ntly n,,,,.,, ,,, rv t" ,'l...tn fy,,,
widdy .nd a, c<'m p"'I><·n"",,ly. ' p'",i lll,',
but thi, " "l " i"." . ,,,n"'io,,, I" ,li li,'. l d ' ''' i
, ion to "'--.II,.... I~ ",'S","n" A""'" 'm'" ,I><'i,
pn",,'''' P"'h"'"

FI". lIIv, II i' ","',,,,,, ,, '0 m. k" ,'n,in,,,·
m"nL,1 i':"u,,, ", 1",,,0 ,, ' ,,; 'ha ' " ..'10 " of "ur
I" 'pula"on w hich I, m,'" lv,s:! In a bani,' f,,,.
' urviv. l. At p"""n' 'hi' "'Ct,o,, " " mnh" ·

In the
absence of

elect ric
heal or

light, many

are forced
to use the

fuel s wh ich

destroy the
environ

ment.

' . m..~Il. ;, ...... " h., 1m 'h. l) . moH. ti,
r ...y . nd . m.m.... of th. r ...;d.nr.

( 'ou n';I.

e,, ~d In e n , i, o n m,·n t.1 ,,,,,e,
b ,·ca" ,,· "f ~ ri nd ln~ p,>v.·rty and
lI'"",·r. 1• Ii.· "lion,

If ,hI' , ' K. I,," ..nvlmnm,·n'a l
"olfap", b to h,' w"" •. " i , i.- , "d
vo u t h '''I('OI.a t,on, w ,ll '""H·.'
ln~l y h..... t" . ,,,",,, II><' n llht of ou r
""".", h' Ii,',· In ,""a" "n, ",h" h

an' "'" 1>«,,,,I,s:! . TI><'v will "I", Ii..,,· 'ncn'
. ,.' o pp,"tun ili,', fi" th,' m I" .rt i.-"I.h'
d,'"",nJ . of ' hIS .... tu ,,',

It i, • ,. ,... wh i"h i, n" a rly I"" . 1\ ,liti,·. 1
""h'm. ""m.'.nd W,· (10." pl."'1 i, Ih<' o nly
,m.' we h.....,

.nd it will t.k" " 'm<' tim.' to "",j ,"'....·1,,'"
"I ,....' "o""'''l,,.· ......''' "I I....· "M.I ,,",Iaugh t
m"lIt.,Ii,v. !I n,'w .ppnk,ch , h" u ld .",',,,, ",,w
1><' f" , mu1,t,s:! m wh ieh ,"ch >10 '.' wflh", Ih.·
,,,b-n'II,,,n ,,,mp,I,,,. n inwnto'Y of wh at il
n...-.I" ' nd wh.t il can " >n lribu t,,, in onl•...- to
d."'.·I,,p t h,' "'Ilion ",h i!<- ,imu"an.·"",l y
h " sband i "~ it, n., ,,,. 1"'''''''",,'''

Si mu lt.",,,,,,ly, l'ol itl,.1 d .·"i ,i,,,,, will
h....., tn 1><' t. k<'l1 by "'.ut h Afric. n, in "rd,"

' A plentiful, relatively cheap and non-pollu

tant source of power north of South Africa
wails to be tapped'

To ILLUSTRATE 'hi "
S"uth AIriCii at p"""nt pmdu,,'> tJO
I",,,..."'t,~ AIrica', t'I,'Ctrici'y, and 110
I"" '<'<'nt o f thi, i. p",du« s:! on the
F"" "n T'on"'a.l high .....lo . If S.~,th

AI,i.·, w.'f<'." is l. " o , this w"" lo
m. ke p",f,,<' " '", .,, w.' 1"""'" """ ,m"" ,
n...,,'.-... " f l"w-~,.d.· c""l. TI><' I"'in' i' ,h."
the .""i" i" n, mlo the .Im,"ph,,,,, In 'm th,,,,'
1"'''''''- " a ti,,,,, a""",nt to US million tonn,,,
1"" y..... C" mmo" ,,'1'1",' w,,,, ld ,uAA'",t th.1
w~ k. ,k .n",nd fm a lh·rn. t iv,.", p""i"u l"ly
", 'he .'m'''ph,,,ic 1">lluli"" is c.u,I"K aeid
,aln "".1.",<'1 c" m p",a lll ,' w it h th. t In
Eu n ' pe.

A"" t h<·... i, an .1t''TniIti,'e l h k"m "",in-

,


