
Shaping
a new
future in
our cities
Tllere is . g rowing eonsensus in

I....our of single non-t'acial

municipalities in SOuth Atriea. with

Inlti. tiyes to thl$ end prol iferatIng

throughoutlhe eounu'Y.

DAVID SCHMIDT "fleets on the

imponanl Impllcallona of this

thrust toward. cMmoetKY at local

government Ie...... Tembosa ... one of manv poor areas that IIifOtAcl requorll II redIstnbubon 01 re-soo
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'There II recognition within the ANC'MDM civic
movement that the restructu ring of local

government to create Interim alternatives needs

to be examined'

.... hon nd .."r.-I"',li.~"'" civ",
llrouP" '" d ~.........- ouch
as ,, "' ~ land .11oc. ,oon . nd
__ of lto' ·..rning <i..... han .....n
ronduc1<d .....umbtt-.,; __Its.nd c-iohoo..

Th.. n.,g"h.hon. boI. ..'....n . h. So "''''o
P""pl. ·. [hol.lt. lion and Ih.. Tran",••1
p",,'in <i.l ....dmini.l..h on h• • I>fion •
l.ndm., k ~nn' In 'h IS "1'••<1 .nd h..
p" >mpt,oJ • ,.n...,· " f Slmila ' inltl.1 ''''''" acn1S'
th,> e"un"~. M. mol" d ,. D,v'~'<ln .nd
1-<'. 00 ,• . fo' . ..mpt... 1\0,'. f<.........J ..milar
"rn,pW'.~'~_'.

'd••ni njlJu l " "goti.lion • • "'-' ut Ih..

.dd , 10... qu ... h on o f 1"". 1 .",horn!'
bc>und hoo. hoo,.., b<om ..... t>a"Md b.
'f""Iwtd~.tions, '

Th.. "on.. dl ~ · conc.. pl , ..,<.. '0 ,h~

n'd ~h O\h"n ,>I ci.. bound . , ;,.. ,n I<nn. of
functioo.1 and ..ronom ie (Tit .·,I. to ~n,ur~
thdt .1I 1oc.1. u. ....><i, i<-< . '" .i.l bk· ,..,tili.,.. It
..rogni.... lhoo l b Loc k a...... . " !>o,di",, ..... hil.
.n'.' ' k" "'llh 'h.-t , labouT and purchoo.ing
P" "'<O. lou' do not .t p........nl ' <<<i. < ....
b<rwiit"; ,he .. .....~I<d In ........

n... · d <mOC1'. Ii< nt.-" idN"'-"""'he
'!"""""'" of "- .he ~ io -. be _mol
and ""'...,;<d .............~l" d<mocnIJc
I:l"""'........ and ""'1<imum po"onrah<-.n

T.' k. 1><1..-...... " 'h,t< 1oc.1 o. p"", incial

T HE DEBATE ~boul ,hi' lutu... col
"""'th Ainu", at.... ....~'n~ on" P'~
iml"......"'y .oou~

11 .. in the c;I, .. ..-hr. ch.n~,· t.
h ' r r.:n ; n~ ",,,,1 d,.m.tic.ll~' . nd wh.-, .
5o."" h An ..·•·• 1",I,h.c.t "~".,,mlc . nd .....;'11
cri ..... . '" cO" .......lr• •,.,j .nd . ' f"'Ti"ncN In
'''''I' ,M., &,'U" I" ' m. Th• •• ". lV"Winll
"""'>gn"",n th. , So" , h Afric.", .I>,Ii'" ' 0
bu.ld .n ..ff""hH "",,·ud.l dern"",."
d.opmol . upon ou r .Ito,I,1Y k> ~'''''r
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""po;c1'S'
• The idea of "loca l opli on" - that

loc.1 . u ,horit ies c'n h......riN y of
ron.ti. uh on.1. nd in,ti.uhon.1 lorms
wi.hin • fr. mework 01 br",d na,ion. l
guidelines, •• opposed to , trict centrally
legisla 'ed loo.-.I.''''''u.....

• The idea 01 "negot i. ti ng . loc.l
option" _ lhat the only ,=Vlahle lorm.
oJ local government are th"", negotiated
by .11 the people 01 the city, Thus, white
municipa litie, ca n only choo.e to
maint.in Tacially "'par.te .uthorities il
they can negotiate Ihis " • '1ocal irod.ba"
involvmg all ""iden" of the city,

• The idea 01 " n~g ol i. ting' loc.l
option at. metropolit.n level" - that the
new 'ystem would Mve to .pply to the
en rire metropolit.n .re• . The report is
,'ague on wh.t con.titu tes Ihe
metropolitan . re• • nd . uU ests that it i>
limited to the "white" city together ",;th
too", town,h ips which w~'" part of the
municipal.,.". \'IeIore ..parate township
ad mini,tr.'ions w~l'<' establ i.hed in Ihe
1970>,Thi, i, . narrow """c'eption ,

• The idN 01 -"",mom;'; viability" _
that wN t"""" , ystem i, negotiated muSl
be ero 'mic.lly vi. ble, Thi. neces.. rily
in.'olv redi 'lribut ion of r..o",«,
Imm th~ "w hi' e" city 10 poor .re.. and i.
,...I.,~d to t h~ d e m. nd, of .'ariou.
communit y org.nisation. for "one I..
00'-
T h~ lu ndamen •• l problem wi,h Ihe

Thornhill prop"s. ls i. tha' lhey , uU "" a
prc.:edurc lor n''!Iori.lion tha' i' sell h. ,
no' re." nego".t ed Tht, i, perh. ps •
",n",tion of .h~ racr that .he committ...,

"white" areas,

• N~i~hbourhood

Commiu""System, This
will b<>" ",mmon local
.uthority m"'t~ up 0 1
non·roci. l ~~ograph­

ic. t1 y· b..,'d n~i~h­

bourhooJ manag~m~nt

comm ; tt ~~. with •
'in gl ~ ta ' bas~ .nd
.dmini.tration T ~ is

would .1I0w local
communi'i~. . o me
power '0 control th~tr

"ow n" a ff. t" . Rich~r,

main ly whi'e, "'us
rould u'" this to dilu ••
the pow"" 01 • mojority
local governm""l

• M. jor i. y Rul.
Mun icipalities. A .i n~le

municipali.y .Iecl<'d on
• common vMe.. roll .
which cou ld be
qu.lified by "minorlly
protections".

• Oth.. Option, .
Thi. wou ld . Ilow any
combi nation of th.
.bov~, Or any other
10c. lIy negotialed
mOOd,

Ttw Thornhill Report
l'<'pt'<'Sl'nts • significant
d e p. rt u r~ from
pr~viou. go,~rnm~nt

Ihinking in that it olf.....
t~ . follOWing fou r

coridu" ed mo.l "r it> in, ""ligation prior
to th~ d""elopm~nts " f Febru.ry 2,

T HERE is . "rnn ~ r<'l<eplion in
A'\C and MDM qoarlers 'hat .he
propo,als.re an .ttempt '0 remow ;os.....
or local gO\'ernmen, hom the n.tion.1
negotiatIon , agenda And prov ide .
variety or mechan i, m, for entrenching
apanheid arid · whi.e" in.erests.t a local
level. It is likely that .ny atte mpt to
legi, late these proposal, and pre!lCl"ibe
them as the Ira mewoTk lOT local
govern ment re.tTuctuTing will be
,Irongly resi,ted , and will u ndermi ne
rather than fo,ter the possibilities or
",nslrucrin negotiations.

The p ro po. al. a nd an a«eptAble
na tional fram ework fOT re,tructuTing
lOCAl government afe , ,till bei ng
discussed in community "rgani..tio,,"
h"w""er and there ha, not as yet been
any official ....pon'" to Thornhill.

II rr.mewor k reg..din~ the process
and <on l~nt of loc. l governmo>nl / city
n..goti.'ion> needs to b<> n~g"h.ted .1 a
n.honall~v~l , K~v a"" S wh~f. over.ll
national guiMlineSneed to be ""labli,hed
would indud~;

• Th~ definition 01 m<>tropoliun .nd
town boond.ries.

• Th~ fin.ncing oplions av.ilabl~ to
cities arid town.,

• R,'pre"" on tation . nd procedures lor
loc.1 govern"""'t

• The relation, hip I><',w...,n n.tion.l,
regional arid local governm.,,1
It ; , bro.dly acknowledged . how~v~r,

thA, there a re , ignificAn' differenc• •
between v.riou, regions . nd th "t .h.
derail. 01 any con,lilotional among..."."t
ror lOCAl governmen' would han '0 be
negotiated., the local level

Unlil , uch" framewor k is negot ia'ed,
the present time. o fler a range of
poss ibilities foc local level negoliations.
TAlh . bou t development issu.. And
resource a lloc. tion will continue . nd
herome more widespread,

In addition, there is recognition lrom
within the A'\JC/ MDM civic move ment
that the restructuring of local government
to """t~ interim alternahves needs to he
~,"min~d, However, An importa nt
provi'" i> that these do not pTe-em pt
n.ti"no l negot;.,tion•.

LOCAL negc>tiation' are f'IOI on.-.off
event. but "'~ p." 01 .n on-going
pl'OCCSS. They do not begin after nation.1
negoti.lion . bu t ta k~ plac~

, imuh"neoo.ly In • mutu .lIy
romplemcntary and par.lIt'! w. y. In thi',
they h",'~ a vita l rol~ to pl .y in
".bilt 'ing. ~nt ren ching a nd giving
momentum to national negc>tiations.

It is lu rther through involvement in the
development of demOCfalic govern ment
,truclure. a' • 10c.1 lev el th• • p arti .
cip. tion in t h~ transi'ion proces, by ' he
peupl~ <an be m..imised .nd where we
can mo, t f,,'ourably begin to build.
democr.cy in which .11 South Afr;c. n.
".n acriw ly participate.

D...id Schmidt is a regional c<>­
ordi...'or jo td. ..·• W, " ,m Core o m...
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"'1SCHOOLS

- fOr tlle-

FU T U R E
C() If/ere lf c e

SCHOOLS FOR THE

FUTURE CONFERENCE

CAPE TOWN SEPT 2 1-23

I
dasa. in conj unction Wilh. broad range of
ed ucalional institulions , seeks to draw
toge ther .11 parties in the Western Cape

with a di rect inler<' t in school education ar
this confe..nce,

The aim i, 10 examine the demand, that the
fUl u.. will make On edllCalion lUId 10 devise
practical st,alcgic, to bring about tl<m· racial
schooling.

It h"f'" in thi< ilia}' to romplemenl nalional
initi.tive. for . unitary education .~"em and
10 contribute to the development of effective
and eq~it.hle IIOn·racial 'K'nooli.g in So~lh

Africa.
The conference ha._ ils origins in the '.open

«:hool," iss. e , Student refere nd., .chool
committee deliberation. or polls of parent, OIl

this top ic have heen fea tures of th. life of
many white school. in Cape TOllln during ,he
p.st few yea.. , MOfe than 40 school , h..e
indicated rheir willingne, s 10 open 10 aU .

Vel lhere ha, hee n litt le re' ponse to the
deltate wirnin the blad rommunity where it is
pe rcein d • •• "white issue" lhal holds nO
pro mise of positively affecting the cri.i. in
black edocation.

[nstead, lhere i. coo"em that the inevitable
driff of hettet ,eholar'S 10 formerly " lIIhite M

school. will further reinforce lhe poveny of
township education.

Conse quently there h•• bee n a grow ing
recognition that the COlICept of "open school,"
needs tn he deepened. It canlIOt he iwlated
from the educ.linn.l need, and demands of
the black community.

l1Ie emphasis of tile ronferetlre will seek to
add.... the i" lIes .s pan of the c..atioo of a
ne w , ing le non·r. c ial ed ucation , y, tem
capable of meeling rhe demands of all Sooth
Africa's people.

l1Ie ronferenee logo embodie. many of ill
coocemS:
• Ihe pUll ing together of head_ to ..",lve •
common problem.
• the parent·teacher· student triad rhat is lhe
school community,
• the coming together of people (rom Ihe
varioo, . pattheid education dep.Mment ' to
work towards a nun_racial Unilary system.
• the symbol of light and nope - the M SUn" _
lhal will he created throug h the proce.. of
wnrking Out a common future toge1her.
For {urrher dnaib of Ihe ",nferena, can/acl
Dal'id Schmidt (J/ lda,a . We. rern Ca~. (021 1
2z.2150,
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