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The poverty of

THEORY
'iming ."d d,re,tion "f
, o . ia h , t c h. nK" whi ch
,ou ld become rillid a"d
p,,".:'if"iw. ",')\1,,«/,,1 "I
dom,,,,.. tic p,eparotion
.nd in,,,h'ronl 01 d i. 
al\"~'''''''' I

Il<lth Ih" "ie•• m ,um-
marY. run the ri,k,~ ,,,i>
sti,,j'in~ 1m d"""""o' ic
p,actice Ihe ,upp",od
,t''''.,;ic wi;d"m 01 , up-

f'<",,jly I",.«~~ng "",ol ulio".'Y elih".
The ,,'m.'dy, .oy. Clo,,·,. i. "a IOllic of

dt'm,,,,,.tic p"'pa,alion" - commil"'e"t to
dt'm,,,,,,cy and " ",ia li, ,,, m",' 1><' pUr<;u,'<:I
,,~,' I ho.' ,. ,·""h., 0 p...."" ndi li"n 01 tho.' "Ihe,'.
full,,,' ond ricOt"t d."'t"'p""·,,t,

II w'>old h~'p oliv,· '''', id,'.l. of ",,,,ioli,m.
"", ki"l\ every elf"n ", stimuLI'e. rotl"" llun

.il"""" 0' Jel",. Ji",,,,,
010" 01 its I"".ibi li'i,"
.nd p""pt'<t.

He .,wi"'gt" a "om
m u n i t y " t h ic k wi,h
pa n i.", "nio n,. newo·
p . pe ... new .ocial
m " ",'m ,·" ,, 01 lemi ·
ni.... ,,,,,I<'1\I,t. and ""
on" , in which ",~-;"Ii>l,

w<,u ld , o " ,.' nd fo,
d e mo"',' lic conlwl of
l he ,tat"

Cia...·, 'f'<'II. ou' Ilho.·
long-he ld libel-ol '"".....)
Iha t , if a" o1<-cto","
VOle<! 1m o n,' ..loCi.li"
p a r l y ,ath" than
ano' h e<. 'h" ddeated
"""ia lis" mu ,t .c"'pt
the v"nhd,

f u rt h" ,. ,hal it an
e l,"",,"",e "v,lte< fo , . pm .copi,.list pa,ty,
lho.· whol,' ..",i. list camp would hovt, to 'lI""
'0 1I"int" 0 J"""",r.lic and I,.,;alopp'..ilio" .

Unlih' ,he two-.t'lIe OT p",mo",,,,t n",,,lo 
ti,,,, '''''''i,....h,' l' '1\i,' "I "J,'n~""o';, p"'po
roli,.," .11,,,,,, I", ~,~nll ro,·kword••,~,

lie '''l\l\,..t, t ho' .... hile ",·~"tiation, ",n·
tmue. tlK' It'lt .h'>oltl " ,.. tlK' lime ", komlu
live wi,h eoch "th,', o. well os p o lilica l
"'l\.ni"",~"" ",,"id,' 'he ~'"

" AI th" ".,.,. k·." ...."·i.h," "'u"' ",'k'he
wid",t f'<..<i~I,' a«"Ptanee of ro,i, d,·m,,·
crotic Jo\,,'und rul",

T ...."" ",k".nd Ih.!i, rommon ac<'t.pt.'nc<'
an ' '''f'<,'i. lly ,i,.1 in S,>olh Af,iea. lIi"''' i"
hi,tory 01 viol,'nt '''lI''ni..t~'''ol rivalry a"d
' he rum·,,1 d",l wa, in Natal w hich th",at"".
'0 'pn,.d e1«'W'h.'",

O. ryl (;1. .., I• • Ph II ""d<nt" M,nch..,. ,
Uni, ; ly.

'w,,"",'k.._...,~,......... ", ....... ,. n"" )

'80th theories

run the risk of

SUbstituting for

democratic

practice the sup

posed strategic

wisdom of

supposedly far

seeing revolu
tionary elites'

i,'. wh"", .clivi ties
miJo\h' ",n".Jid ,h., "" n ily in ll" role o f the
I."de"hip

• The th,'o,y licen.. , the vieW' that
d,'m,,,,r.cy h merdy • sta~,' ,,, 1>•.0 p..,,>J
thn"'lIh on 11-.<' way'" "oci.lli,m. n.I"" "" .....
tio", «'amd-.t0Jo\'· a\>anJonm""t of "I,·",,·,,·
"' y Imm, 01 plur.,h,m .nJ bosic human
ril\h"

• It .. ncli"n, Oll" m p ts b y " " . li " na l
d"m'>CTotic" "Ii"" t" "'!IO""" ,,,,. lim inl\ .nd
d ir<'<'li"n "I ,h., b"iIJi"l\ of ",,,,iali,m f",'"
.h.,n'. Til,' ....""u lt i, ··bu ...."uc",tk pat"rn.l
i,m".

So mu,'h 1m 'he , w,..>t'lIe th""y. e1.,,,·,
, h.'n .,\cs ,he 'lu,,,ti" " ",Iwlhe, , ..... tl-.<,"Y "I
p",m.nmt "",',,Julinn "fl<"" an ,""af'<' 1m",
til."" J ilfirulll,,,'

Allain, he o'l\"'" tht,,,, .,,' g,,,unJ, f",
,1'>01>1. U\;'> , I-..' 'w,,,,ul\<' ,1I",ry. th., id... "f
• wo, k,,,,, ' "",,,Iulion 011<·".1""",,1. 1m I....•

• Th.! two-.t'lIe t heory ",," on m~i,m, of
I><~II -Ihe pt't 'ple" a"J "Ihe w,,,king d."," OS
I-.<"",~,·"'''u; gn",1" wl-.<"" i,,"""''' can be
....'p ....""nh'<:l by a ' i"lIle nat"",ol 1I1><',oli on
m,w.'m.'nt ond ,I, alii... , Such movem,'n"
t,'nd '0 ''mpha,i", ' h" imp" " . " "e 01 "ni,y.
an' In'oh'.-"I of di. ",,,,, . nJ 0'. wa,y 01
J,'vol,'inll f'<,wer 10 local ", S"'",ruot._-

In the lace of utter disillusionment with socialism In Easlern Europe,

certain ncucns doggedly adhered to on the left in South Africa face

serious challenges. Political scientist DARYL GLASER argues for a

th ird way between the mechan ical theories of the populists ' " two

stage revolullon " and the workeri st s' nolion of "permanent revolu

t ion". His views are summarised in this report .

S
"ut~ Af,i"
h • • ent.red
wat,,,; p<~"ly

<hath'd '0
",voluh"""ry theory.
Afte, y"'''' oj deNte
b.' Iw""" thost' who
wank.! lh,- imm,>di·.t. ;o ,,,><lu,h,,n of
><>ci.1i.m in a new
Sout h Airica a nd
th" , . who "lIued
,...., arm,,j in", rredio" or - "" ' io,,,, 1democ
racy" wao a pri,"i,y, , ....',.., is • •hird "p1ion
d ,,,,ek' p;nj\. Tha' i, of ""'l\,~i,ti<>n, t>t1w'~'n

for mer .""mie> of ,,·Iatiwly equal .t,,-oll,h
whk" mill '" i«u~ in ",,,....,hi nll I,... th.n th~

lull y unitary a nd m.~"ity ·",kd sU h' th.,
bolh "w,,,-h ·,,,I." .nd "I"'puli.\;" lo"k h"
lIranlro

Tho.., on Ih~ lell who .". "mi'e<! in Ih"
<all'lI,,,i,,, 01 d,'....ll" pa"". ""p'md in 'wo
""" yo.....y, CI.«']".

One c.mp >.l}'" lhi. i.....h.1 h.pp'!'" h"
revolutiona'y Ol",ggk ,h., io no' pu rsu ,'<:I
n',olu'd y '0it< o""i. h,t conclu,ion, The
nlht']" ""YO thi, i• • imply. "alle ,m U,<, k,ng
n",d 1<' « "iali,m

e l".. ..yo Ihe I,',mo 01 , uch di,allf('e
m~nt. mu,t be "ih"ul\M

Thi, d,,,,, "'~ "",an Iha t Iht· «"'ioli,, pm·
jt'ct m ol>! be a""ndo"''<I. a' "p''''' imi' '''- . "d
"",'w ",ali,I," a'W'<. Hu' il d o,,, m,,,,, c.,l·
inl\ a,iM all m,,,honi,.1 Ih""i", 01 ....'vol,,·
lionory ' ime .od hi"o,i,,1 di"",io n;.11
""li,,,,,, t1"'t ....,'oluti,"', <,nly 110 1",..... rJ in
linear I.,hi<m. and 1.....1 lhe <>nly qU",'l<m i,
wll<1h,'1 t"''Y pn",,'<:1 la" "'" . Io wly. in .t'lIt"
of 1""1"101.1 n~)[ion

Tht- tw,.., t'lI< theory 01 n"'"luhon (li,,1 a
""'l\l\le 10' n.ti"",,1 d,'mocr.cy. tOt'n " ",ial
i,m) ' PP'-"" '0 ta,e J""""".,'y "-'ri,,u.ly. h,'
"y" But e"en a """'-"Y ,'",minalio" 01 Ih.,
th,'o,y', Ca""" in <"h." cou n"i,', ,,','e. l,
how tenuous i. Ihe t h....·.d ,0n nt"ling it I"
. ny kind of d ,·m,,,,,.KY.

The """lional d"I0<",.. tic ".g'" J,,," ,~'..
til<' d,,,"". "I ,-crtain ,*,,1..-1,.. ,,, d,·m,,,,,. li,,,
ti,m _ rolonial o,.,lord,hip. mil itary ''''''''P''
ho n 0' in.hluhonali",,,J mino'ily OJI,'. Hu' it
01<0 pmvid",. d"" k 10' .utoc,.lic ebtt...
<ro",lul 01 the mo,1 ro,ic '1><>o ~t"i, J,,,,,,..
cralic" ril\ ht>.

The ,.....md '" ""''''''Ii,,-- .LllI" Iu, ",nd.'<:I
t" ,,-, ' Ih.' d i"'pf'<"ra n,,,, of .uch 1" , '<:Io m,
and ril\h" ,,"'h ieh .urvivro the Ii"t ' ta!\,-'

CL",e, rai«.. "" iou . J ou hl••1><>0' wlldht"
the th,'o," can «'n'" O' 0 b"e lor "the
u~"ntl y ~t't'd ,'<:I ""'"mbinalion 01 d ,' m,,,,·
'.KY ond ,,>ciiIh,m",

H. ad,'or"".. t h"", """''''' fo, hi, ...."'....... .
'i ,mo' ,


