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Business, unions lock horns

AUGUST 1989
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Some Anglo Amencan

executivies had the unusoal
task of publicly detending
company polcies aol only
against attacks made by
union leaders, but also against strong criticism
coming from Democratic Party guarters in the
person of DP economic advisor Prol Sampie
Terreblanc he

[he progressivie organisations also accused
hig business corporations in general, and Anglo
American specitically, of silently supporting
the government in fimes of political stabihity
MDM delegates, in turn, had a difficult time
fielding probing questions on their sanctions
policy and plans 1o nationalise “monopoly
industry” i 4 pest-aparthed South Africa

Mone than M) [ |-:'||+' dattenger] the Con-
ference which was held in August in lohannes

empowerment.

burg amnd aumexd at the “younger generaton of
business and prodesssoanal people in South
Atrca

Uiscussiomn o fhe rode of Dig business in a
changing society and the nature of the
democTacy N a post-aparthesd South Atmca
bed tio ST '-.h.-lr;r R T h...'lr'lh"t""l DEhwWEEn DErieC -
panis at the oonlenenoe

Sdurphy Morohe, formess pubho ity secretany
of the UDF. <ot the ball rolling with a provoca
tnve speech on the politwcal oplons facing
South Atnca atter the abwdlition of aparthesd
He reiterated the view of the MDM thai
tundamental human rghts will be guaranteed
fowr all pesopde i pest-aparthesd South Afnica
and that everyone will have the nght to protect
his or her language and culture without
bemg attorded any special privileges because
o language o cultum “Hut e i nl-ﬂml’lh?l{l
state will have to take steps to undo the effects
of aparthesd,” Morobe sad “The state will
have to participate in the economy in order to
correct the skewness of the present economic
order. And as far as monopoly industry s
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Big business
urged to end
unholy marriage
with Pretoria

By Pierre de Vos

concermned. one doesn't rule out some form of
natwonalsaton

Morobe ruled out the possibility of compen-
sation after nationalisation and said workers
willl have to participate fully in the day to day
runming of the indusry. Several delegates
1_*1p|1-h'u_-|! LTS o0 Ol =T u..l[h \.l.urntqu_-.
EConomic proposals tor a post-aparthesd state
O delegate anked how the MO8 planned o
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natiocnalisation and wanted (o know it the
establbshment of small businesses would be
encouraped under a esw BoErTimeent

However, a delegate trom East London
deplored the detensive guestions some of the
white delegates asked about the future econo-
muc system and wanted (o know what sacnfuoes
they were prepared 1o make for a new South
Afnica. "Remember,” he said, “there can be no
gain without pain

Mir Michael Spicer, personal assistant 1o the
chairman of Anglo American Corporation,
differed sharply with Morobe. “The unhappy

history of nationalisation have demonstrated

the importance of proiid
amility.” Spicer sad. He
waid that too much of the
o dehatewere con-
ducted on a very crude
level and asked that it
should not be portrayed as
4 simple choice between
capitalism and socialism
Spicer also rejected the
highly emotional” pleas
tor redistribution. ~Almaost
without exsception redistri-
bution favours the elites
and not the people it should
help, Even higher taxes would be unsuccessiul
as a toal for redistribution because it would
further undermine the profitability of business.”

ERIC MILLEM Afeages

Spicer warned that there were no quick fixes
for South Africa, "We are a very average
developing country and if we get rid of apart-
heid it won't mean that the highly competitive
world economy owes us a living. But | still
think that South Africa could become world
class if it could destroy apartheid without
destroving the economy,” he said

Spcer and Anglo Amencan were nol
let oif the hook by delegates as the debate
moved on to the guestion of what big business
coukd do o et ] ol 1|.::||..|.I"|!fh"||'| Pq‘lr'l-Pl.I'..I Adran
du Plessis, public attairs manager of Anglo
Amencan, told the conference that big business
existed to generate wealth and should be
judged a success it they did thes sucoesstully
He added that the entrepreneural spint was a
m..:||r|-r|||;'.||-r.|tnrIrHl,hdngl';-lnlrh'-l_q_n.:nIn The
influence of busimess may bee nesther sonful ros
virteous but at the end of the day sinful or
virtuous people will shape ouwr destiny,” he
said

Wavmer Mounm, dmisctor of personne] and
public affairs of johnson and johnson en-
visaged a more active role for big business in
the political arena and argued that they should
lobby government and apply pressure behind
the scenes. Trade umionists were not satishied
with this approac h, however, and a representa-
tivee, Mike Roussos, acoused the business com-
murnity of not responding to the government
actions unless their interests were fundamental
lv threatened, Another unionist added: “The
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businessmen are playing tricks with our lives
In crisis situations they always agree to do
something, but when the crisis pass they forget
all thewr promises,”

Prof Sampie Terreblanche of the University
of Stellenbosch agreed. “In the early 80s an
unholy marnage took place betwesn the Pre
toria bureaucracy and the Johannesburg busi-
ness community. A large section of the business
community gave legitimacy to the NP govern-
ment that they did not deserve,” Terreblanche
said. He added that no normal business could
take place in an abnormal society, “This fetish
of business with neutrality is a propaganda
trick. The political and economic game is taking
place in a power framework in which black
people have been on the losing end for a very
long time. Business cannot ignore this problem
that will have to be addressed by a post-
apartheid government.” He suggested that big
business call its own Carlton conference to
devise strategies to put pressure on the govern-
ment

Dr MNthatho Motlana,
civic leader and bhoard
member of Southern Life,
agreed that black people
could not rely on pre-
dominantly white big busi-
ness to address their grie-
vances but he felt that the
only way to remedy this
was for black people to
hecome part of the busi-
ness community. “Big busi-
ness has always been white.
I am pleading that big busi-
ness should become non-
racial,” he said

“Blacks should become
part of big business in order
to acquire ecanomic
power,” he said

The editor of The
Sowetan, Aggrey Klaaste,
explained his concept of
nation building to the con-
terence and said that he
and his newspaper also
believed in “black empowerment”. He identi-
fied a more basic problem than Mr Motlana,
however, and stressed the need for black people
to be made aware of their ability to take leader-
ship positions. “ The government had been able
to take care of the cycle of unrest borm out of
black anger with their repressive machinery.
We hlacks must therefore try to out-think the
state.”

Echoing these sentiments Dr Alex Boraine,
executive director of ldasa, regretted the in-
ability of many white liberals to refrain from
patronising attitude that real change can only
come through white initiative. “Tragically,”
Boraine said, “many white liberals find it
difficult when blacks demand to do things on
their own.”

The concluding panel discussion centred
around the guestion if South Africa could
become a true democracy through the younger
generation. It generated a heated debate on
the methods that might be used to achieve a
post-apartheid democratic South Africa and
the form this democracy should take

S Tony Leon, the Democratic Party candi-
date for Houghton, presented a classical liberal

At the conference . .
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view., He said that democracy was not just
about giving the majority the vote, it was about
the protection of individuals. “This is only going
to happen if we can establish a democratic
culture: Liberty lies in the heart of men and
women, When it dies there it cannot be saved
by the courts or the constitution,” he said.

Peter Mokhaba, president ot the South
African Youth congress (Savco), argued that
the democracy of a post-apartheid South Africa
should serve all the people of the country by
looking at the specific situation at hand. “1f we
talk about democracy in the context of the
national liberation movement, we say that
democracy must first and
foremost satisty the aspira-
tions of the African com-
munity. South Africa today
is divided into two sides —
one tighting for a demo-
cratic future and the other
side fighting to retain apart-
heid and the undemocratic
system,” Mokhaba said.

He encouraped whites to
take up the struggle for
democracy because they
too were denied the demo-
cratic right to associate
with whom they want

A delegate reiterated Mr
Leon’s notion that the
demaocratic spirit must be
part of the people’s culture
and guestioned the demo-
cratic nature of the MDM.
André Zaaiman, ldasa's
regional director in Fre-
toria, reminded the con-
ference that a strugple is at
present taking place in South Africa. " The state
15 sitting there and they are just waiting to sow
division in the ranks of the opposition. How
democratic the struggle can be is theretore not
determined by the opposition but by the state ™

Another delegate condemned the MDM tor
being just as “evil and undemocratic as the
NP and questioned the necessity to put aside
one’s democratic ideals in the struggle for
liberation. Zaaiman responded by sayving that
it was sometimes necessary to have a demo-
cracy in a different form. “The township
organisations have their own form of demo-
cracy and leaders are always kept accountahle
to the community.’

Idasa’s national coordinator, Wayne Mit-
chell, ended the conference on a hopetul note
arguing that young white South Africans could
play a major role in winning other whites over
to a commitment for a non-racial democratic
state. “Actions led by voung leaders within the
white community will be less easy to Ignore
than black protest, because they will come
fromwithin the community and therefore from
a common moral and religious perspective,”
pitchell said,

. Idasa

Security n
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By Ronel 5cheffer

“You are |looking at a black future,” Fatima
Meer calmly told her largely white audience
She was, of course, not being pessimistic. By
the year 2000 South Africa’s urban population
is expected to number around 40 million — 34
million ot those people will be black. “What
we now have to ensure is that that black future
is a happy one,” said Prof Meer

The challenge contained in that observation
was also heard in most of the other papers
delivered at ldasa's “"Peace and Security”
conference which took place in Durban at the
end of July. Speaker after speaker emphasised
that the road to peace and security runs through
the successtul accommodation of black aspira-
tions; that whites have no hope of finding
security in isolation and that they should start
defining themselves as part of amajority — not
a minority; that an understanding of “correc:
tive equality” would be a vital ingredient of a
peaceful future

There was a recurring appeal to the black
community as well: several speakers and
members of the audience asked that whites’
attempts to bring about change be taken
seriously; that their strategies, although differ-
ing from those of the broad democratic move
ment, be accorded respect too; that blacks
should shed some of their mistrust and acknow-
ledge the existence and efforts of whites who
truly are “transformists”,

The 100 delegates to the conference had the
opportunity Lo examine peace and security
trom a wide range of perspectives which were
offered in the course of an intensive programme
of two plenary sessions and six concurrent
SETHNArs.

Iy Ber summary of the conference, Prot Meer,
who heads the Institute of Black Research in
Dwrban, dwelled on one of the kev debates of
the day: negotiation. Consensus at the con-
terence seemed to be that although formal
negotiations were still a long way off, the
government had at least acknowledged its
inevitability. Prof Meer said the tea party at
Tuynhuys in July had brought Afrikanerdom to
the pownt of no returm. “The two leaders met
Having gone that tar, how are they (Afrikaner-
dom) going to retract. They have aroused
expectations inside and outside the country, It
is part and parcel of ther survival to negotiate,”

Opening the conference the previous
evening, [r Van fy| Slabbert, |dasa’s director
of policy and planning, also dealt with the
issue of negotiation. He said the intemational
community had given the government a period
of grace until after the September & election
At that point the Mational Party will have to
face up to the fact that “security is not some-
thing which vou can provide for yourself on
YOUr own’

Slabbert sancd the povernment had now reach-
ed the stape where it wanted to negotiate one
constitution for all in the country. However,






