A rethink on ‘City politics’

By Max Mamase

SOIME YRS agn, Civie organsations in Por
Elizabeths black wewwnships put foraard the
demandg tor “Une Oy, One Mumad |:1.ﬂ|l:1.
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st T bwkent pereods of our oowntny s hesiory
esrstance D e povermment § sysiem ol
weparate local avthontes lor each racal group
ldasa’s conference, entitled "One City, One
MAumicapakity A Lrbhical Apprasal |, reopemisd
the debate in Port Elizabeth on 14 lubye. It was
time o make an assesoment of an dea whsch
had, in some ways, gone full circle around the
country and come back to Port Elizabeth five
years later. From the stormy years of opposition
to black local authorities in 1984/5, when many
in the Eastem Cape ceased to tunchion under
popular pressure, to the rent boveotts in Trans
vaal and the recent “single tax-base” argument
of the Soweto People's Delegation; from the
campaign arund “grey areas”™ i Hillbrow to
the emergence of a broad "Open City™ cam
paign against the Group Areas Act in Cape
Town; from the attempts of Petermantzburg
2000 to plan for the Tuture, to the buikding and
then crushing of alternative local foems ol
represeniaton in ownships under The State of
Enerpency. The ssue of “City politics s
been placed firmly on the agenda. While even
the Port Elizabeth City Councsl acknowledges
e et hiC Ny Of r'-.'IHJ"';:." Tl SEEDarale WoE Al
authoniws fof one area. how OO0 wWie mawe
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Kehla Shubane, of this Wits Centre oo Polcy
Studies, opened the debate by placing it firmly
m context. He outlined how the present mult
racial local govemmient system works, and hiow
it th'l_ 1% dwlir ||'-. s, His resagarch |r1|_‘|||_ At that
the townships “expon”™ labour to white cities
“the net eftect of this system is that white
towns Feceive a subsidy in the torm of labour
and buying power of township folks™, The con
sequence of such policies, he argued, are by
cotts, strikes and other torms of popular struggle
around issues such as rent, transport, electniciny
and health services, The duplication and in
efthcwncy of senice provision, and the vast
bureaucracies required o maintain such a
system, make the present local povernment
structures extréemely Costly (o the oo
hvan Knge, Port Ehrabeth Oty ool
responded to Shubane's paper by stressing that
e Dede=ilong Tactor i e oOurate reod sl
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of the poveerniment LD reCognise
cepl of “growup Oevelopment s flanaeg 1 =y
aree e Clarrmesd] . armvndvetl na T hend for weays 1o
preserve grou arncas without the Croup Areas
Act, ey Cheanly would ke LD Deesaorve radrsm
by another name”. Knge felt that o would b
fantasise = of Port Ehzabeth could lead the way
m appdying “one management 1o one oty I
wias important to “demand immediate recog
nition of the tact that we all wani representa
Eicem ooy onrnae dod .|i,||11hnr|1'-. which is not rai |.1||l.
hased

lan van Gend, Democratic Party WP o
Croote Schuur, then gave a succint analysis of
the povernmint's Free Settlement Areas Act,
explaining how thiy “compound rather than
alleviate the problems inherent in multeracial

local gowvernment Ihe intention of such
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meEdsures, o e poasermiment & il wwas Do [t
a tinger in the dvke”, to strengthen rather than
weaken residential segregation. He raised the
infereshing oehate about whet his |he legrslatson
ciould be used by those opposed 1o Zroup areas
i have entire areas dieclansd free settlement
Areds
Arter a panel discussion, tollowed by a butiet
||.|Ih_ :|'| WAy Mo |:||.'||||'I|.;|I|H P EeTs sWeaere
delivered. Mark Swilling of Planact in Johannes-
burg, looked at the mplications of building
non-racial local government. He stressed the
importance of building truly democratic local
Bpovernment on prepearatioen 1o the future, and
took a hard look at some of the practical prob-
lems which will have (o b contronted m a
reconstruction’” phase, In terms of immediate
strategies tor “contesting the future of the
=5 hq_-:_:u[l'lnu'-:! o e it it b .:1| 1k I;'I
negolatons A SRR .’:n'.rll.-'rl:|l leaders anc
white establishiment infisresis. labour-camia
siraleges Winene Shc-s ew A © O ] £ DA TEAIN
with chambsers of comamesrce and inousiny ovet
township development, “Open City™ cam-
pagns, a5 0 Lape Tosen agaanst the Lroup
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city. and the demand tor podtscal NepEreseEnia-
Decem &L hoCal kvl B0 D ImDi=rad ial
leremiah Sulelo, givng 8 township perspe

tive on non=racialsm and democracy 1-1._;':-|.3|1r'|-
ol to an entranced audienee just himw the Por
Elizabseth Black Civie Organisatioon had bunlt
up its oawn structures of street and area com
mittees, Peboo, he claimed, envisaged this as a
truly democratic, grassroots-controlled system;
it would be wise to extend this system to all
areas on a non-racial basis, to ensure a tuture
syslerm ot ||r|, ._|| PO ermiTent which represents
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After further guestions from the Hoor, the
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that ldasa assist with research inio thee s
dalities of a “single ciy” of Port Bz atetn

T the fears of

hs Subeslo put o y albeviats

many wihile peogies who Dedeeve on wihial Dhesy
term “dominatvon” by blacks. the natona
el rat strugese Debeswy=s [nal moe-7a40 .l
o % vy Ol Pl Teoe ey rielnd® o=F o s biradvy il
Arec a4 has been  muil-r3codl Trosn T ay YV a
Ewhwwsck landed ere Son-faoainm has m
thieri B0 G wath gooiep intenests | e o o Tion
o thee enferesgs of whsbe peopde o black pesoph
o the so=Called coloumsd peogle. Arvybody wihio
has Bisien e lected by the people to be presaent in
4 councl sall nod e fthere m The inierests of
black people or white people. but in the
mterests of everybody im South Atnca. To apply
the principle of non-racialism, blacks wild b
prepared to elect even P W Botha, it he was
||l|'||,|l|'|| L reeparesee i [|11- imterests OF Pviery
bosddy in South Africa’
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