
THE declin at ion 01 the Save the
Pres~Campai lln was adopted at the
launch of t~ campailln at the Uni­
~~ty 0 1 Capt' T(M'f1 on May 22,.....

Since the 'oOCcessful launch, the
ampailtfl'~ co>oll!inatinRcommit­
tee h.J~~ f.nt to establish a
broader RruupinR, in li~ with us
aim of tak inRt~ ampaiRn into the
community.

About 200 med;., tt'pft'lot'fltati~
attended t~ launch at UCT's~
fdUUlion BuildiOR. wherethe am.­
paiRn'~ deciMat ion~resolut~

wt'fl." adopt~ T~ a~ ""lKted......-
Communication in all its forms

has p!¥ved a clocial rule in shapinR
the- world as _ kRON it, contri­
butinR to enliRhtf'flment and pro­
Rress, laci litatinll t~ e",hanRe o f
idea~, and the breakinll down o f
barriers bt'tWl,"E'n cultu res a nd
people. In the mod"m world co m­
munica tio n has become lnstitu­
tlonalised in the publ ic media.

In d..mocra tic socit'lies the me­
dia playa ce ntral rule, providi ng
access to information, present ing a
wide ranlle o f opinions and co ntri­
butinlt to the process of account­
a ble ltowrnrnt"nt . The frl"t'dom of
the- pres~ is thus intri n~ic to the
democratic process.

The role o f tbe rnt'd ia in such
societ ies int>\litab ty Itt'Oeratt'S a
rnt"awre o f tl'n~ion between thE-
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g<:>YO:'ffiment.OO the- press. Indeed,
publ ic vigili1flCl' . OO commitment
to democratic idNls are crectal to
p re vent Ito ve,nme nh f, o m e n­
croachinRon the free now of infor·
mation.

In South Airica !(xby the ltOVl"f'Il­
mern i~ cla mpinR down on the me­
d ia in an altt>mpt to promote its
own pol ic ies a nd dt'ny the public
acces~ to informa tion and o pinion
about alternatives. It has done this
by u~inll the law, by assuminll btan­
"'.'1 powers undtor the Sta te of Emer­
gencv. and through Il'St rictions on
individua ls and orltanizations. It is
r1<JWresortinlt lo c losinltdown news­
pa pers. This t,end ca n o nly inten­
sify .n the governmen t resorts to
ioc,eaM'd fore!' 10 impme its policy
aga insl the wi~ o f t..... ma jority
of South Africans.

In ~i ll'Oci nll the media, the gov­
ernrnt"nt is cutt ing what lines of
communication remain in a pola­
rised society. South Af ric.an~ will
become rt1On.' iwlated from each
other, conflict will intensify and the
chances o f a democrat ic outcome
will d iminish .

We , people .nd OfRanizat ion~

.nsociated with the media in i t~

variou~ forms. cannot rema.in~lent

while this process conti n~. We
ha"t' joined h.Jnck in ft"il'ctinRthe
govprnmenl's . !temph to define
.00 rf">trict thE- role of the medi.a in
South Africa. WI' dem.and the ,iRht
to fulfi l t ..... rule of • free prl"SS in
~nR ou, society.

To th i1. end _ dern.and the riRht
to:
• procu~ ;lAd d is...min.tl' infor­
mation in OICcordance with the prin­
ciples o f o ur diKi pline, without
~t.ate intt'fVt"flt ion , harassment or
detent ion.
• tree accees aed movement in pur­
~u i n R these objectives.
• alr ideas, vil'WS and opinions of
people and orllilnizations regard­
less of thei, politic.l imd ideolQRi­
cal Pl"rsu.n io n.
• act and u mpa iRn on behalf o f
.ny caul." _ con~idPr to be hu­
ma ne and in the inte rest of the
Pl"OPIe we St'I\I't' .

• .~soc i.te with any movement or
orpniution in purwing these ob­
jectl~.
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