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Parliament
becomes
'friendlier
for women'

Parliamentary staff are hurriedly making changes to accommodate

Itte Increased numbers 01women expected to take up parliamentary

eeete .ftSf the election. But these efforts have stirred control/BillY over
'special privileges', SHIREEN BADAT Investigated.

01.0 GUA RD MAKES w.A.Y, Fkur Ferri', lulJ

T
HE face of Parliament, while for cen
turies and almost as .....tirely male, is
.boolto (llange forever. For the first

lime in Ihe history of South A/rica, signifi·
canl numbers 0/ women of all rare; will help
10 "",laim lhe space between the neo-dassi
e.1 facades associa led for so long with the
twin ""terpri""of privilege and oppression.

Before they can do so, however, Parlia
m""t must be transformed inlo a ' women
friendly · place. So says. memora ndum
from lhe ANe Worn",,'. League delivered to
Parliament on International Women', n ay
last month.

In concrete terms, Ihe memorandu m
demand ed child-ea re facilities, including
provision for collecting child"", from school
. nd .lter-school care. II .lso called for . d...
qu.te clo. kroo m . nd loil et facilities for
_ ffi

The irnrnedi.le response w.s a feasibmty
study into the issue 01 women-friendliness
under tho command 01 Secret.ry of
Pa rlia ment Robin Douglas. Acco rd ing to
Dougl.s. lhe study lound lhat there w.s
ind...d • n...d for further cloakroom f.cili
ties, and ..lensive murbishing and renova
tion is und... way,

On the question of child ca"" Dougla.
sa id the recom mendation. of tho . tud y
would be implemented af~r the elections.
since there was a n...d 10 see "who iselected
10 Parliament, how many women th"", are
and what their n...dsare" .

"We have been looking.t what facilities
are available in the vicinity 01 P.rliamffit;

he said, ""We realise thaI Parliament is nol an
ideal place for children to be running
aro und, allhough we will be able to make
use of existing facilities, for example the
huge c.tering facili tie s an d the trained
nur:ses who are on the staff 01 Parliament.

'Because of the history of this
country, white, wealthy w omen
in particular have been able to

participate more fully than
their black counterparts

because they were in a position
to employ people to look after

their children'

""We do not wanl to spend a lot of money
on new structures when we may be able 10
use existing facilities. II could be n........ry
to embark on a staff J'C<TUitment c.mpaign 10
meet these new n...ds."

Surprisingly. those efforls h.ve not
received a unanimous welcome from all
women involved in politics. Helen Suzman,
for years the sole female in .n otherwise
male Parli.ment, described lhe demands of
tlie ANC Women's league as unrealistic and
um.........ry.

"Tliere has always been more than one
lavalory in Parliament; Suzman said. "For
many ye<l,,; I w<ls able to confront 164 men
in Parlia ment without demanding special
privileges."

She agreed tliat women with small chil
dren might struAAle to meet both pa renta l
responsibilities and the demands of parlia
mentary life. but said : "If women want to
enter the political a""'a they must reali se
that if• • big. tough world out there,"

The Democratic Party's Dene Smuts dis
mi.sed the demands 0/ the ANC Women's
l eague as a political ploy " to ma ke the
papers and imp""," the voters".

"Demand s for spedal rules for female
Members 01 Parliament will reduce us all to
second-class MP. : said Smuts , She con
reJed lhal most law-ma king bodies world
wide were still male-<lominated, bul said
changes w"'" under way.

"The", are women prime ministers and
spe.k.... now. Our capacity for competence
has been established by a generation of pio
neers who didn't have the luxury of being
able to d,""",nd a women-friendly world,"

Nina Romm, 0/ the Women'. Rights Peace
Party. agr...d with the posit ion of the ANC
Women' s l eague lh.t practical measu res
were """""""ry to facilitate women's partici
pation in government

In particular she agreed that the issue of
child care was central. "If you want a lrue
democracy, then you have to have proper
repr....nt.tion of women. This means that
the issue of """,hos n...ds to .ssume national
importance a nd nol rem. in • secondary
issue,"

As important, she fell. was thaI women
<upport each other in p.rliament,

"ll is important for . women's caucus to
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Lynn. Brown of th e ANC Women ' ,
te.gu. pointed oul thaI ·P~rli.menl must
be. pl.... for nuyone· . She said il w• •
importanl to .sk: "Why is it thai loT the paor
43 y" '" th~ Sc,ulh Afric.n P. rliament has
~n Ih~ dom. in of white ma l... and Ihat
only~ womon w~. ~ble to play an active
roleinit?"

haw be<-n confined to lheir homes due l<) the
...,.trictioJu pla~ on them by society,"

Moj. nku Gumbt 0/ the Blad Lawyer.'
A"oci. hon ..id bl.ck wome n enlering
Parli. menl would probably lace the ..me
problem• •he h.d I~ced when.he bee.me
lhe fi~ bllck W"""'" ~t tIw l'moria Bar.

"I Wil$"peo:!ed to ch.ang<'.1~ public t0i
let w~y ....... to..n, No provi.ions w=
fIIId<' for fe<naJ. advoc~t... 11 .... ;os if no
~ ha<I thought lhal WOIIIftI could becuone

"'~-., ...n-d to do this.1Id ......t tIw cloak•
roomoat aItIIt.~lthough it ..a~
a ~ ........ IOODI. The~ 01 lilt &r

ullO'd .... ill ~ ft• •
'K.i.i;'fj~·

Gu ... b! u.id woo
......... d.......lld. lor
ctkh.. f~ril ili ~ I

P~rli.1lm...1 1101
....ftIII. "CIUJd ~re

Ih.. rnpon. ibilily of
lOCi.. ty,· . h.. uid,
............ reprodu« in
o rder to .n.ure the

be formed ;n P~rli.menl 10 .dv.nce
WO!J'll"I\ ' , "",u",. M Iong ~. wom... conlinue
l<) fighl _ h othtor .Iong p"rtY·politic.lli......
we will MI\Iin ~ minorily in Porl;"mm!."

Citing the Women' . N.tion~1 Coalition
as • useful ....moe in lhis killd 01 co-oper~.

tion, Romm urged women ;n Ih public
~ren~ 10 . up port nch ol hn . nd lobby
w1lectinly 'I'OIlnd the """ for women ill

"""",,,"'.
ANC c~lIdi<bt. T.......... EI!oOp. who is

. 100 tW motlwr of • four·""",th-old blby.
lolIid it ..... impoNnl to iIl lmdu« rnecIIa
IIi.",. 10 .1I~b le " 0 0'1."11 10 be ~ctiv.. ; 11

III MpocII 01 hr.-. Slw loUd tIw dftnmd for
m.:hn~ PariU_
..~•• pfO&rn. iv"
_ ......s. .. bob.Ilf
0/ ~II ..«killg woo-- .......w.y Irom Ih..ir

"""'" IIfedo.d to ...
confidenl lbol Ihr;r
child rell ....,. ;11 •.. ..,..;"",--

" It com... ~. no
.urpri... to m.. Ih~1

lOme worn"" f lllli. i. on unn""...sa ry
do>tnalld , a.c.. 01 It-.. hillory oIlhi1 COUll-
try. while. wNl lhy women in f'lrtirular have
"""" .hlo> to f'lrticif'lte m"... fully tllan lhoir
bl. d rou nt""parb bee.",", they ""ere in •
",,"ition 10 employ pt'Ople to look alh;-r lheir
children: EII<'P lIid.

"Wo"",n have be<-n reduced l<) lhe posi·
li"n of """"nd·el. ... citiu lII bee.uS<' they

"


