
"The 8f1CI ol ' !M'rt"-ld "-t,Id"
new tel'lIon' hip with Afriell
which will be m-ught wtth
complielilion'. aut. from wtttlln

the OAU, South Afriell could P"Y
.n Imporunt !M'rt In redlreetlng
the contlrlWl4 ', eourM Into

the ned c.rrtury.

AFRICAN RELATIONS

'South Africa
joins the GAU'

By ~., V."

IT IS ...,. II> Jlftdia Iht MMtr .......
Iinoo Iht doy tNl S<...rh MrQ finoIly;:.;r.
Ilw Orsa-- for Ahit:u UIlItJ. It it
aloo ...,. 10 ...... Ihol. all dIinp boMc
ftIuaL lho 0., it oooC W ofl. luot~
Eat"'., /or ift t lance. Thabo Jdbtll Waf

lopoobtd "'ytn& that South A/ri<a wiD
boo ' '1'' *<1 _ Iht OAU rnrootiIIfl d... II>

boo Iftl ill Uprdro ill MIl"
For moot South Ahb.... ho......., Ilw

nrW I'KOl\dli.oliorl wilh 1M rontiMfll it
~1eI, to boo I pow..-tuI bul p<Unful ........
"",,". Ev..-y l'<\lI'IOII\ic I IId IOCiII ind icator
!lUggests lhal Afrb ill 1ft v..-y oeriouJ en.
lis: «:<>nomic f'<"'Iormoi'lC'f II poor, mor1Il
ily I'll.. I I'l' IOIring 1M (ftf,..lru<Iul'l' II

1l,.tchod 10 lhe polnl of coll l f'"" . The
imal!' 01 d«l y WI' vividl y ulldnocored
l>y Dovid EwinS Duncln In 17It MII.lic
_ II)" "In all al!' 01 comp.".... Ifld /u
mochind", ht wrilot, "'It it dif6ndt to '
I dill ..... ill ..... AIrica ciliot·,

Faced willi~ iInpi . . ... it is ...,.
II> _ wfly Afl<>.r-o- - lhol: IlIidirls
'.pli., 0UII00I<. Iht fldurc
f""'"f« b - it 10f""Mi't ..-.oil it fie.
....__hitunr.

'The llnal reconclliaUon
with the continent Is likely

(0 be a powerful but a
painful experience'

hnodicllU,. it _ ... illlw inIlictioa of
Afl<>.j __ IIIf Mpptd Iht l'lliolftality 01
I lIIlystI. For e.....pIr . al lhe con/~ ""
-so iIllSouIhtm A/ria ill M&rdI. OIIisl1lp...
Cob . of lhe London Scbool of EcoRQmk.
ll'\Odl, Iht omnrn: ..~ thai "for South
"'" Africa. 1Iw 2lllh century c._ to ... ord in
Nowmb;,r 19119 ..heft Ihe Bc-rl in Will cl m.
down· !

SliU l"-lo 110 &"inslying tht~ thai South
Ahia. will han 10 g'"ppIo ..ith its own lulUl'l'
llongoido Afrb·. uromiloin """.

ThiI f""<""'. in 1Ilm, will be «lfIIpIicolod by
..p«tIlion!I wh!(h Afrb hat 01 thiI country.
l1w: _ wriou. OIW. ptrlIIpo. il lhal South
Africa is in I pooil ioll to ofm fonn of
lmmodim mid at a li.mf w 1Iw conbnonl

•

tac.. a tbil L .... ill--..I lid. To tIft'IdI.
1MpoiN fer Ilw JIM 01 ....phaI&I: lor _ ,
Afrian,. Sourh Alricllio1_oI-'dI lfld
........_. _ . ....... ill . -'d " wIDell
m<IIII<ft _ iIwJ . «IY IiClit-

11..1 at Sootll A/ncl ', ow. bud801 U .
pUnfully ............__~ Tho

pn:iIhp;y 0140,... 01~
pobOoo ti:rcWclU" a ee-!,_.... DPJ
laIftihIr .... Iot.. .. Ilw.....a-) troa... aD.
but w-.:I Soulh A/ria'. """,.......po..

1ft !how dmJ__1I_1ildy .....

tho itIiIiIlI "'"'" 01~ t a_ l>rt- Sout!I
AfJicII &nd tho llIftlit>fftl wiD bo &aupl with
«>fllpIica_ Of ...... porhIpo tho _ .....
ou. will boo Ih. ",iSfilioft ooul h..a t-d. of
Africa'. poopl. ift ..arch of ...hu eN lif.
proop«ll. Pi ll...... of IIbou, mls rl lioft art
dftoply ortdwod Oil !llo <'OIl«tin """"""l' of 1M
...b--conb.....C. In po-tticull,. Whnllllo win. 01
~I"'rthrid liNOy <J\Imblo. lho lul'l' 01 1M rich
_lh wiU boo . l_ l.,...;.tib!o.

Thi. gloomyI_I of d....-.lopm"'1S in
Ih. lighl of l~••morS. nco of I ft. ... South
Africa II. of «1\1_ , P-iialod on 1M ulld..·
' landins lhl l Ihlng. .. llI '.",lle . lobl. in
A/rica. Primorlly. lhi. mNft . thl l lh. long
Iitocy of polil!cll 01 1....1. .. "" 0100","" 10

'"'f'H! 1ht_ h. ill a ... .....11<I""cydo 01
vDoIn fUc IIId lIIIIdoy

... _ '""" ho ..... IIIunIIoold does
'"'" 10"'", t.JO fIMMil .. tW~_
~ _ II> bo a dNt _ <led iftdis
~ 10 bI-.lI tht dooo " ... d tpaaL

WIw1 M-r o. ..... Ihl. will boo poIIil>l. is
IIndeor. .. ---. dio:_"""t* r;ivc way to
""..IiooWiW . ,'Ij pa') "'*"" wilh a fI\iDlII
.......,1? T1ot "-.....-nyoflhil~
Iu ......s-1Il1hil_ ill AfoicII·• .......,
... captured by 1M _ ClIUp Do MoJi; a »
ycu-dd diNl<nhlp WII .-rttuuwn by d
dion caIlinJ lor dot~ of a IItIIlIi
r-rtY dec ...,_f.

'There seems to a
clear-mInded Indigenous
compulsion to break the

downward spiral In Africa'

NotwitMtillding milgiving!l 01 thillinii tllf
oYmIll dilpooilloil Oil tho con linenl is c\tI,ly
di~ lodoy It .... in tho did do". rJ
Iht 7IloIfld """ ....
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-n., only oilier w.y to manage the change
i' Ihrough revolution, parlitioo or ed ern al
intervention , The process thai is dominant .1
the """"""t is negotialion: he said.

A member of the ANC's legal and constilU
tional commill.... r . nuel Modun., said there
"'as broad agtef'menl on lhe nro:! lor an all
pariy ro nference, However. he sugg",ted • lim
ilf'd .genda for su<h . ro nference, .rgu ing thai
• ro n, tituent .....mbly w., Ihe mo,t demo
cr. tic meCh. nism by which to tu ns/orm
racial rule.

Bisllop Storey, a range of organisations led the
s trugg le ,

NEGOTIATIONS

Morality 'must be restored '
in transition process

Mosl polit ical parties turned up at Idasa's seminar on the multi-party con

ference but their speakel1Jleft many queslions unanswered - and were

challenged to represent the interests of ordinary people in negoliatlons_

By Sue Va lentine

AN IDASA ",,"in.r on "Perspectives on 100 ..ri,",-s1y when yoo ' peak of pea«>."
the . II/m ulti -p.rty conf..enc~" brought ldasa director of policy .nd planning. V.n
k>geth..-.n impn:ssively broad ronge 0/ poIili- Zyl SI. bb..t.•• id m.n y people a••umed
d ans in Joh.nnesburg •• rly in April.nd.n wro ngly Ihal th ... would be a "magiC
equ.lIy di,~ .udience of """" lilan 350 peo- moment" in the tr. nsition proct"Ss when the
pl.. gov..-nment would be <Werthrown, the old flag

The inl.....t in lh. ,ubjoct ....med to bear out struck and a new 0 1'1<' r.ised in its ptace,
Bc.hop PeI..- Storey" ",nhments wh"" he said H••rgued thot bee."", 01 the natu", of the
lhe ;"u'" to be roi>ed at a multi-pariy ronfer- lran,ilion in South Africa, Ih. governmenl 01
en," w. re " far too important to be left to Ihe the day (N.lional Partyl would be involved in
politicians". the chonge.

The . im olthe seminar w.s 10 he.r """po<'" Three m""hanislm to .ssiSI in Ihe ITaMi_
ti"",.s to who should . ttend • mult i_party pro:... h.d em.rged, he ;.aid. A multi-party
con f..ence (MPe l, wh.1 should b. on the «>nfen>n<e, an inlerim government and a con
ag.nda.nd whal ...ould happen to thoSl' who stitu. nt assembly, No matter what 0 1'1<' called
did 1U~ .Itend these various forum,. the issue """"i....,d that

In gene..l the vi. ws oUered by lh. eight respon ' ibi lity for Ih. Iransilion had 10 be
spea.... did not provide m""h in,iglil into the ,hated by the dlff. rent political groupings. An
possible comf>OSilion and agenda of an MI'C, MPC would decide on the agenda of the transi
leaving many in the audi""", frilstrated at Ill. hon, From that conlerence would flow the dl'Ci
.pparent lack of subst."", in the v.rious pre- 'ion on lhe status 01 the negotiating parties.
sentalions,

11 .... , Bishop Storey of the
Methooist Church.. who d",w applause
lor hi, .ppeal for Ihe res to ratio n of
morality in Ille transition prOCf'>S .nd
for the inl""", t, of ordinary people ttl

be "'presenlf'd at lh• .-..goo.ling lable,
"A r. nge of <>rg.nisation ' led the

struggle in Spil. of cI. ims to lh. co....
tr. ry by oth..... later <m lhe "'........ n..
writing on the wall w.s mad. by many
ordinary p"" ple, Ihe differ""," aboul
Mr De Klerk is that h. w.s the li"t
,Iote presid enl who could read : he
said.

It was not enough to Ihan k those
prople for their invol,,,,,,,,,,,t .nd then
"'legat' lhem to a lesser rol.,

Storey ,aid. mon ilori ng gruu p
which had no inl..",t ;n gaining
pow..- for itself WI' need..t to monitor devel
opmenls, Th""" making the con'titulion faced
a par.do" to a<hieve .. mu<h .. p"',ible in
term, of political power or to bola"'" as m.ny
difft,n,nt inter.,,;t grouP' os possible.

On tbe dilemma 01 'iolenre, Storey said both
lhe govemmenland ilS oppooenlS llad trained
people to use violence to achieve lheir ends.

There could be no impetus for a p""",ful res
olution ...hile .ny party held OJ"'" Ihe f'<"'ibil
ily 0/ using violence.s . last m;ort.

Concludi ng wi th a word 10 allpoliti<al
organisations, St"reY'.id : "A, kmg . s yoo rely
on violence, yOll must not " peel us to take you

'SA's most powerful long"
term contribution to Africa
will be to discover a bridge

over its own ethnic
divides'

Soo lh Africa',~,...",e ... 1'I<'w f<lID'in
Afrk . n polilics should .. inforce lhi' n.w
", ,,,,d, and Ih. OAU will b. a good place
tost3 rt,

Like many other internationa l organi;.a
tioOs, lhe OAU w"' forged on a fundamenul
"""promise. In the difficult days of May 1%3
",nen lh. ideal of unilY proved illusory,
Africa n he.d, 0/ govern menl g.lhered in
Ad dis Abbeba heard an . motio n. l . ppeal
from Ahmed Ben Bella, th.n the president of
Algeria. H . called on sectional inlen'Sts 10, as
,,"pot it "die a litll. so lllat Afric.n unity c. n
b<'con1e . ....lity· n.. unde"landing w.s tllat
different m<>dd' fOT u:nily woold be pul ..ide
so lh. l lhe contin ent's atten tion might be
directed towa rds 0pp"'ing coloni. lism and
!Ielpi"i! to liber.le the ·white sooth",

The end of . partheid. there/m-e, terminat..
""" of lhe h ... of the OAU; ii' 1'I<'W challenge,
in which Soulh Africa can play an important
rok , will be 10 redirect lh. ronti nen!'s course
inlO lhe 1'I<'<t century.

It will be h ,ti.,h to suggesl that Ihi' will be
ea , y In addi tion 10 the manifold economic
problems. th. conhn.nl is riven W;lh f'Oli tical
strif., or these, the hoary . nd rompl... qU f'S

lion of tribalism toom, Luge
Actu. lIy Ihis issue when graduaUy linked

~, th. sanctity of Alrican national boundari'"
",as, with Ben BeUa's compromise, the only
glue which has kep t the OAU logether for
these pa,1 28 years.

Prol V. l.., .n 14' " ""...., i. bu d of tb~

Cent", for Soothern Am "n Studi.. . t tbe
Univno ity 01tb~ W..tom C.~

Vexed and intricate formulae will be needed
for deali"i! with tll<' J"'I"'ist""", 01 cthnidty on
the « mtinenl. In many w. ys, Soulh Afri,,',
unllappy ...perien<e with e1hnic manipulalion
Ihrough ou l the apa rtheid y.ars will be
in'tToctive, But its most power!ul long-lmn
contribution will be to discover. bridge
0<r0IS ii' own ethnic divid... and off'" this ..
an .""mpl. 10 lhe rontin""t

Tog.ther wilh Nigeria, Soulh Africa will
dominate Afric.n forums. Its new lully-"'P"'"
......t.liv•• rum-racial diploma hc ""'l" will be
iClive in African a1pitals and, alm"'l Cl'I"la inly,
Sooth Afrial will itsell offer aid and ."i,la"",
10 f. llow Africa n st. t... This, in<id.nt.lly,
mighl be the only way in which to help stem
the tid. of humanily which, .. "'" have """"
willbedraWII 10 South Afric.

A compelling .nd e'<iting Afric.n future
beckons ""'th Africa. II is true that many will
continu. to waUow in Afro-pesoimism: per
haps, how""er, like the poor or d""""pit, latent
racism of this kind will . lw.ys be with us.

•


