
High sc hoo l Sludents iislen inle ntly as the h isto,y wo,~shop is e xptained .

HISTORY

A dem(mst,al,o n 01 "~islory in Ihe ma" ng " , , , veleran cou nc ill or Gra ~am Youog
is inle..ie wed by lectu' e r Ga ry Sa ine, abou t his e .pe'iences in Port Elizabelh over

the yea"

p ,ima'y >ou ,ce. - d ocu me nts, letter;,
photog'aph', new;pape,dipping" ev ..n
poeml a nd longl . The fina l exe'dle
wa> o n... in which lhey p 'act i, ... d inter _
viewing e.ch othe', p,etend ing 10 be
hi , lo' ical figu ,e l . The ev .. ning wa>
g,...at ly ..njoyed by all, proving lhal
h i<lory need not be ~ "d,y as d o" "
academic e.e 'ci....

The 'econd wo, klhnp involved JQ

'1Ud ~ n t, f'om Vi 'la Univ.." ity who con
( en tr~ ted o n o bta iniog ora l evid ..nce
by m.oan, of inte,vi ..wing older people
in the i' commun ity.Gary Baine" lec ture r
at Vi' ta , e xpl. ined ho w thi, ,houid be
do n..; and fou, ..Ideriy, e xpe,i..n(ed
membe" o f the PO,1 £1i'ab...lh/Uit ... n.
h age commu n ily - including Gra ham
You ng , longe't-Ie,ving city (ounc illor
in Po ,l Elizab e th - we ' e p ' .., ent 10 be
intervi ..wed by g'o up' of <ludent"

Ho pe1 0 lly the'e wor k,hop, will be
jU lt the beginning of a p'o<·e" of <l imu·
lat ing ••ib ,ani inte re ,t in h i, to ,y, ~nd
will end in the produclion o f 'oca l
hi, lorie, by .tud ..nt. wh ic h can b.. p ,e·
, ..nred to the public.

Understanding the past
" UNDERST"'NDtNG the Pa<lto Build
the Furu 'e " w"' the tiT le of lhe fi"t of
two worksho p, in a serie' On " Ma king
Hi, to ,y" ho" ..d by to"'S"" , [a<le,n
Cape ' ...gio n in Mareh .

The wor kshop, ai med to "imu late an
inte ,e' t in hi<lo ' y a mo ng ",hool a nd
u niv..."ity student' , 10 encou,age the m
to form " ora l hi'to,y g,ou p , " to do
Ih..i, o wn ' .., eare h. a nd to e,plo'.. To·
gethe , thei' CO mmOn hi'tor y withoul
p, ejudice .

The fi'" wor k'hop wa, atleoded by
60 high.", h<>oi ' lud e nt<, and wa' ve'y
much " act io n-orie ntal..d ", 'athe' th.n
lilleoing to ,peake" , Ih.. ' lud e nll d i
vid ed into g' o u p' a nd wen t lh'ough a
"" ie' of exe'dse' ,Stan ing olt by ,eading
d iffe,e nt hi"o' ical acco u nts o f • very
...mOl ional event in South M,i(.n hi>tory,
the mu,de, of R" lie f by Dingane , th...
<tudenllihen had 10 put on p lay, illu, '
t ' alin g lhe d iff..., ent hi'lor ic.1 inte , p,e la.
lion' of the e,enl.

It wa, I...arnt f'om thi' e .., rei, e lhat
,econda ,y >oure", Me nnt " neut,al" ;
tha t e,e,y h i'to , ian ha' a poi nr of vi...w.
The y w...nt o n 10 .. . . min.. d iffe,ent
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general and un;ve rsal- and were d iffi _
cu ll 10 di ",g re .. willl as they , tood at
p'" ,,'nl.

The no tio n of a un itary ,ta te . rou,..d
,orne d.-ba te. It w., le lt tha t . " 'ong
ce ntral ! ta te could a buse power, a nd
",a, not the mo " e Henive m""han i,m
(oe nsure significant economic d eve lo p
ment and wea llh redi Strib utio n , The
regional u nev" n nes> and c ultura l d i
ve"i'y of th e cou ntr y ",orr. nted so me
form of . fe<ler. 1op tion .

Underst andably, federa lism h"d •
raci't a nd nega liye connotation in the
South African (onl.." - bu t a l..der.1
" 'uClure ba ' ed on geo graph ic and
eco no mic grou nds could en,u,.. no n
r.ci.li,m a nd popula r cont ro l.

PfOponent' o f u nit.,;,m . rgu..d th.t
• m on g ce nt r.1 Itale was vila!10 .."su,e
the me io-econo mic , ,,structuring and
wealth ,edi,nibution thaI wa> nece, ,,, ' y
to the "ab ilily of the pm t-a pan heid
wciery. "' panheid had enl'enched el hnic
d ivi' io m - and o n ly a Itrong cent 'al
" ale could fo ' ge a new nalional identi ty
a mong the people . '" ce nl'ali,ed <la le
could ea'ily co ·.. . i, 1with mong organ'
of loca' gove'nme nl.

The,e w"' ge ne, al di ,qu iet e xp'e,sed
among the parr idpant' in Ihe wo ,k 
Ihop that the judicia'y wa' nOl dearly
g'a nll'"d independ ..nce in th.. con,litu 
lional guidel in",.

The parr idpa nl< ag ,e..d Ihal Ihe,e
w. , much funh..., di",u" ion ' ...qui,ed
of the comti tution al guideline" Ma ny
o f th...m f.. ll thaI th.. go id ..lin.., , ho uld
be d i",u"ed in conju nction with the
Kwa Natal tndab;. p'opm al> a nd th...
' ..c... nt ly , ...Iea,..d La w Co m mi" io n Bil l
of Right<.

Whi l... th... d i",u"ions on th .. "'NC
Co n' tiro tio na l Guid e line ' we,e ,e,y
importa nt, th..y I... nd..d to be 'om..wha l
a bst,.ct a nd ' ather tec hnid ' t.

Bu tlhe , hape of lh e n..w 'oci ...ty will
ultimate ly be d ... t..., min...d in the course
o fpolitic.1, " uggie" The p ,ed se con lenl
of th... pm t·apa ' theid 'oci.. tywilldepend
crudally on Ih... mann... , in wh ich it
COrnel inlO b...ing a nd the balance of
'odal fo 'cel at the time.

Suc h fact o " a> rh.. da" or mata
w hich do minate' the anti·apa, the id
mo,eme n!; lhe p , ...c ise 't'''egi.., and
lact ics .dopred to e nd a panheid; the
te,m, o n w hich ne go tiat ion, occ u ' ; the
influ.. nce of th... inr...rnatio na l,-",onomy;
th... rol.. of fore ign go,e,n me nll ; and
'0 on, will im ping... d i'ect ly on th...
p'acl ical m... . n ing give n to each da u,e
in a ny co m litutio n.

Oi", uSlio n, o n CO n<litu lion, m u>!
therefo 'e incl ud e a n a na ly,i, of 'ocial
p,oce,se, . It wa> Ihe failu'e of the to "'S'"
wor kshop, 10 do th i' that wa> thei'
majo' weakne" ,

tW~h ... ..,........-.... I'O$T "'T'L,


