Editorial Comment

We have to destroy that regime!

Viessage from Army Commissar

We are winding off a year of momentous
events, a year of mass popular struggles.

1984 has been a year of popular
victories as witnessed in the UDF-led
massive boycott of the Indian and 'Co-
loured’ elections in August., The year
was also marked by a militant boycott
of schools by stwudents and the drawing
of the education charter. We observed
a remarkable growth of trade unions
in the background of trade union unity
talks which are nearing fruition,

We have died for these achievements.
We are proud of them. It 1s MK who
launched attacks against an enemy which
seemed impregnable, Had we not have been
there all the time, systematically attack-
ing the regime, we would not be sneaking
of these achievernents, It is through a
combination of these operations that we
are where we are today.

Qur organisation has infused a new
spirit in our people. They see themselves
as their liberators. The ANC has never
enjoyed such massive support. We have
never received such a response {0 our
message of the year. Our people are
responding to calls made by the ANC
to build popular arganisations and
render enemy control over them im-
possible. Dummy institutions have been
rendered powerless while in some town-
ships the regime has not been able to
exert its authority

The period ahead will be difficult
for our army Uinkhonto We Sizwe is
faced with a crucial challenge to jerk
up our military operations to correspond
with the level of the people’'s mass
struggles. QOur army must coniinue to
cxpand nternally. It must rrain and
equip umits  thrown out by the mass
struggies of the people, We must deepen
the process of making the country
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We take this opportunity to salute
our combatants who have risked every-
thing to intensify and escalate our attacks
against the enemy. We are proud of the

-glorious tradition of our army which

they have upheld and defended.

NKOMATI

We have done reasonably well in the
face of the regime's concerted efforts
to isolate us in Southern Africa. We
have rendered useless what the enemy
thought would be the gains of Nkomati
and secret treaties with Swaziland. We

have clearly demonstrated that the
decisive factor is our people.
We have carried out impressive

operations which among others include
ambushes, attacks on police stations and
car bombs. The operations came at a
time when the enemy was boasting
that. it has finished us off. We salute
our combatants and people who have

made these operations effective and
possible,
The struggle will demand more

commitment and effort in the coming
year. Qur people are crying out for
more MK actions. The time for serious
sacrifices and serious action against
the enemy has come, We have no alter-
native but to clear the enemy from
certain areas. To match these tasks,
we must have stamina to withstand
the difficulties that are coming.
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Our basic task is to forge a soldier of a
new type, imbued with total commit-
ment 1o the revolution, ,and equipped
with sterling revolutionary attributes.

We shall demand maximum political,
mental and physical preparation that
will produce a cadre that will cope with

all eventualities — a soldier that is ready

to give everything for our struggle, and
understands that our lives, our people —
our social and national emancipation
depends upon destroying the enemy,

We must therefore master the skills
of gquerilla warfare, We must attain
mastery in all weapons, mines, explosives,
grenades and landmings to hamper the
movements of the enemy. We demand
that our army should be part of the
oppressed — it must enrich the mass
struggles of the people as well as the
struggles of the working class.

Conference

Umkhonto We Sizwe as an army of the
ANC takes its political line from our
organisation through its leadership. There-
fore the army has a special responsibility
to neutralise the activities of wedge-
drivers and provocateurs, We must en-
sure that out of the conference the
ANC will emerge out a strong, coercive
organisation. capable to lead the politico—
military offensive against the enemy.

We represent the highest in political
cansciousness, the highest quality in our
organisation. Therefore it is our duty
to ensure that the struggle forges ahead.
WNe have to destroy that regime.!

of our” military activities -
- is: 1O haue rnure attacks on. the enemy
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