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THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 

COMMITTEE OF THE 

AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS 

HAS MET TO CONSIDER THE 

CURRENT SITUATION IN 

SOUTHERN AFRICA 

mam 

Bill 

Alfred Nzo-Secretary General of the ANC 

THE MEETING RESOLVED TO ISSUE THE 

FOLLOWING STATEMENT 

OUR PRINCIPALTASK 
Over the last few weeks, the racist and 
colonial regime of South Africa has been 
involved in frantic diplomatic, political 
and propaganda counter-offensive in 
Southern Africa. 

Some of the principal objectives of this 
offensive are: 

— to isolate the ANC throughout 
Southern Africa and to compel the 
independent countries of our 
region to act as Pretoria's agents in 
emasculating the ANC, the van
guard movement of the South 
African struggle for national eman
cipation; 

— to liquidate the armed struggle for 
the liberation of South Africa; 

— to gain new bridgeheads for the 
Pretoria regime in its efforts to un
dermine the unity of the frontline 

states, destroy the SAOCC and re
place it with a so-called constella
tion of states and thus to transform 
the independent countries of 
Southern Africa into its client 
states and; 

— to use the prestige of the frontline 
states in the campaign of the white 
minority regime to reduce the inter
national isolation of apartheid 
South Africa and to lend legitimacy 
to itself and its colonial and fascist 
state. 

In pursuit of these aims, the Botha 
regime has sought to reduce the inde
pendent countries of our region to the 
level of its bantustan creations by forcing 
them to join the Transkei, Bophutha-
tswana, Venda and Ciskei bantustans in 
entering into so-called non-aggression 
pacts with Pretoria. 
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Zionists in Lebanon 

Such accords, concluded as they are 
with a regime which has no moral or legal 
right to govern our country, cannot but 
help to perpetuate the illegitimate rule of 
the South African white settler minority. 

It is exactly for this reason that this 
minority has, over years, sought to bind 
independent Africa to such agreements. 

PRETORIA TO BLAME 
The African National Congress is pro

foundly conscious of the enormous 
political, economic and security problems 
that confront many of the peoples of our 
region. The blame for many of these 
problems must be laid squarely on the 
Pretoria regime which has sought to 
define the limit of independence of the 
countries of our region through a policy 
of aggression and destablisiation. 

We are convinced that this regime, 
which is dripping from head to foot with 
the blood of thousands of people it has 
murdered throughout Southern Africa, 
cannot be an architect of justice and 
peace in our region. 

Neither can the ally of this regime, the 

Racists in Angola 

Reagan Administration of the United 
States, with its pro-apartheid policy of 
'constructive engagement1, be an architect 
of justice and peace in this region, while 
it is an angel of war, reaction and repress
ion in other regions of the world, includ
ing the United States itself. 

FOUNTAIN1IEAD OF WAR 
A just and lasting peace in our region is 

not possible while the fountain-head of 
war and instability in this area, the 
apartheid regime and the oppressive 
system it maintains in South Africa and 
Namibia, continue to exist. The Botha 
regime knows that no peace has broken 
out: rather, it has resorted to other means 
to continue its war for the domination of 
Southern Africa. 

The situation in our region continues to 
point to the correctness of the decisions 
of the Maputo Frontline States Summit 
held in March, 1982. That Summit ob
served that: 

"Under the leadership of the ANC, the 
people through strikes and armed 
action, are vigorously rising against 
apartheid." 
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It went on to commit the frontline 
states: 

"to intensify their material and diplo
matic support for the liberation move
ments, SWAPO and ANC of South 
Africa, so that they can intensify the 
armed struggle for the attainment of 
the national independence of their 
peoples." 

PREREQUISITES FOR PEACE 

Ttie statement was made in full recog
nition of the fact that the destruction of 
the apartheid regime and the liberation of 
South Africa and Namibia constituted the 
fundamental prerequisites for peace, 
stability and uninterrupted progress in 
our region. 

That commonly agreed position re
affirmed the obligation of the people of 
South Africa, under the leadership of the 
ANC, to escalate their offensive, using all 
means, including armed action, for the 
overthrow of the criminal apartheid 
regime and the transfer of power to the 
masses. We remain and shall remain loyal 
to this perspective. 

The Pretoria regime is active in the 
manner that it is to try to extricate itself 
out of tHe crisis that confronts its racist 
and colonial system of apartheid. It hopes 
that after it has "pacified" our neigh
bours and driven the ANC out of our 
region, it will then have a free hand to 
suppress the mass democratic movement 
of our country and thus create the con
ditions for it to spin out its intricate web 
of measures for the refinement and en
trenchment of the apartheid system. 

PRINCIPAL TASK 

Our principal task at this moment 
therefore is, and must be, to intensify our 
political and military offensive inside 
South Africa. This is the urgent call that 
we make to the masses of our people, to 
all democratic formations and to all 
members and units of the ANC and Um-
khonto we Sizwe. Relying on our own 
strength, through action, we will frustrate 
the schemes of the enemy of the peoples 
of Africa and continue our forward 
march to the destruction of the system of 
white minority colonial domination in 
our country! 

Leaders of the Frontline states,SWAPO and the A N C : Sam Nujoma, Eduardo dos Santos Quatte 

Masire, Julius Nyerere, Robert Mugabe. Kenneth Kaunda, Samora Machal and Oliver Tambo 
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With in the South Afr ican borders the struggle against the racists for people's power rages 

IMMEDIATE QUESTION 

The central and immediate question of 
South African politics is the overthrow of 
the white minority regime, the seizure of 
power by the people and the uprooting 
by these victorious masses of the entire 
apartheid system of colonial and racist 
domination, fascist tyranny, the super-
exploitation of the black majority and 
imperialist aggression and expansionism. 

This question will be and is being 
settled in struggle, within the borders of 
our country and nowhere else. We are en
titled to expect that all those, anywhere 
in the world, who count themselves 
among the anti-colonial and anti-racist 
forces, will join hands with us to bring 
about this noble outcome. 

The peoples of Southern Africa know 
from their own experience that there can 
be no peaceful coexistence between free
dom and independence on the one hand 
and colonialism and racism on the other. 
We are confident that these masses, their 
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parties and governments which have, over 
the years, demonstrated their commit
ment to the cause of the total liberation 
of Africa, will themselves remain loyal to 
this cause and firm in their resolve to 
stand with our people until victory, is 
won. 

We are equally certain that the rest of 
Africa and the world progressive com
munity will continue to deny the Botha 
regime the legitimacy it craves so desper
ately, adopt new measures to isolate it 
and increase their political, diplomatic, 
moral and material support to the ANC. 

The struggle for the liberation of 
S.A. unHer the leadership of the ANC, 
will continue and grow in scope and ef
fectiveness until we have won our victory. 

FORWARD TO A PEOPLE'S 
GOVERNMENT! 

ALFRED NZO 
Secretary-General 
March 16,1984 


