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they do not only occur at a crucial moment in the history 
of the oppressed people's principled challenge to iî e 
status quo, butonth€> other hand arc a reflection of the 
ferocity of the struggle between the forces of real change 
against tho.se of empty reforms and conservation • They r*eflect 
as much might in the ideas of peace, freedom and equality 
as they do the emptiness and fallacy e* apartheid propa
ganda. 

Finally, as matters get to a boiling point we expect 
the two trends in white politics represented by the N.I*, 
split to assume their positions behind either of the two 
camps in the church. This will not be the alleviation of 
a problem, but rather the intensification of a fierce 
conflict. It is for us to provide the booster cnarge to 
this imminent explosion in order- to ensure that the pat
riot ic movement of our country will benefit out of this. 
In I his way, we shall have understood the real meaning of 
Ih<* year's campaign and its crucial significance to the 

dest iny of our struggle. 

IORHARD 11) IM.OIMI.'s POWI.R! 

A LFE DEDICATED TO A JUST CAUSE 
-Refilwe Monarna 

Ruth I i r s t i s t h e descendant of t h e p a r e n t s who sowed 
t h e s e i i l o f Marxist thought in o u r c o u n t r y a s e a r l y a s 
| 0 | > . I l r r paren t s wiio were J e w i s h immigrants fr*om t h e 
flail ic s l a t e s , s h a r e d t h e i r r i c h e x p e r i e n c e of t h e labour 
movement wit h I he w o r k e r s in Sou th A f r i c a . T h i s c u l m i n a -
t«*l in t hem be i ng mrmhors o f the* In t e rna l ional S o c i a l i s t 
l e a g u e which was t o be* t h e found ing gr-ound of I ho Commu-
n i s l I 'ait > of South A f r i c a . 

Comrade Kilt h . b o m in 1025, WW t o WHil inuo tin- proud 
h i s t o r x o f 1MM- |Kirent-»• SI10 . jo ined t h e CcMauiiist Part \ o f 
^onl h M'ric 1 a s it was I hen c a l l e d , w h i l e she was st i I I a 
si IKIOMI in U i I wat ei si a n d . Slie s e r v e d a s a soci-et a ry of 
I* il li t h e \fNH|tt Communist l e a g u e and t h e P r o g r e s s ! ve 
VCMII li C o u n c i l , (nmrade Kul h . joined t h e Part \ at a time* 
when ii was doop l \ involved in mass m o h i l i s a t ion , t h u s 
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VSR 
her energ> andgenius of mind found fullest expression in 
the work of the Pari) for which she dedicated all her 
life. 

DEVOTION 
This devot ion to the Party work saw her assuming the 

posit ion of a secretary of the Johannesburg Party office 
in 194^ "t the crucial time, when the leadership of the 
Party was being harassed because of the historic black 
miners' strike. 

Afterwards Comrade Ruth became the Johannesburg editor 
of the (kiar-dian iind later the monthly magazine - Fight
ing Talk. 

While Comrade Ruth could not see the end result of 
her- struggle due to the cowardly attack on her- life, she 
st i 11 had something to be proud of. 

The racists have only eliminated her physically, but 
she will continue to oppose their fascist policies through 
her- numerous works which have lived to be a lasting indict
ment against the Prctori«i regime. 

A few of such works is the book, South West Africa in 
which she* illustrated the conditions of far* workers in 
l*e thai in 1947. 117 Days, a book in which she gives a 
petrifying account of her life in fascist South African 
;>r i sons • 

ANC 

Ruth F i r s t l i k e a l l t h e members of the* South African 
Communist Par ly threw a l l her- weight behind t h e work of 
t h e ANC. She worker! a s a j o u r n a l i s t wi th Comrade Govan 
Mbcki of t h e New Age and t h e Spark . Through Comrade .Mbeki 
she Ctime t o know more about t h e p l i gh t of r u r a l masses . 
Th i s enabled h e r t o do tho p o l i s h i n g t o tho book: South 
Afr ica • 1'he Peasant* Revolt b> Govan Mbeki* 

IXiring t h e ( reason I r i a l he r house* was a g a t h e r i n g 
point for* many members of t FĤ  ANC ami they a s se s sed the* 
p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n , today a l l t h e world , wi th excep t ion 
of muted s t a t e s r u l e r s and o t h e r f-eact iunary imi>et ia l ist 



DfN 
c i r c l e s , has turned against r a c i s t South Africa, due t o 
the unceasing e f fo r t s of the ANC to which Comrade Ruth 
Ti rs t made a noble contr ibut ion popular is ing the cause of 
the oppressed mil l ions of South Africa. 

Comrade Ruth was t o be among those people who fe l l 
victim of the 90 day detention law and was held in s o l i 
tary confinement. In 1964 she joined the r e s t of our lea
dership in ex i l e and has since then continued t o devotedly 

Interview with Hodipo Hamutenya, Member of the Political Bureau of the 
Central Committee of SWAPO end Secretary for Information and Publi
city. 
Q: In tbt past few weeks, the Western mass-media has been making a let 
of noise about the possibilities of the settlement of the Namibian indepen
dence question, what do you think are the reasons behind this great opti
mism as a member of the delegation that had gone to New York? 


