
-Thabo Mmvakhi 

Fconomicaily, the uninitiated observer of the South 
African scene would declare that "darkies never had it so 
good". Wages are raised in a factory, WRAB or ERAB immedia
tely raise the rent and business goes on as usual, furni
ture companies still believe in Higher Purchase and blacks 
still flock to buy radios, hi-fi sets, TV sets and ot Inn-
household paraphernalia that have fallen into obsolescence 
even before they've been carted away from the furniture 
store showroom. Judy Seidman in Face.li.fLt Apartheid noted 
ttiat "another projected change in township I ife is 
an improvement in retail business facilities". She talks 
about severe restrictions underwhich black businessmen opera-
rated; that they were unable to own more than one type of busi
ness; they couldn't employ people of a different race and so 
on. The operativeact here is theG roup Areas Act which restric
ted black businessmen to operating within black areas only. 
Recently such restrictions have been largely removed. l.i 
Soweto NAFCOC has built a supermarket costing Rl,5 million 
with a larger one planned for Jabulani, a Soweto township. 

What is happening has got nothing to do with a sudden 
change of heart on the part of our rulers. The schemes 1 ike 
Blackchain and monies funnelled by NAFCOC have absolutely 
nothing to do with the bettering of tile everyday lives of 
the major section of black people. A very small seel ion of 
black people benefit from this. The African entrepreneur's 
are tools of the capitalist "Free Trade" systemr these do 
nothing to help their uninformed brethren except swell the 
ranks of the black middle class whose* dubious role of a 
ohantom has been described fibovc. 
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D£N 
THE SADF UNLEASHED 

The m i l i t a r y in South A f r i c a i n one i n s t i t u t i o n that can 
boast t h a t t h e y h a v e i t good. The growth o f m i l i t a r y spending 
i s one o f the c lea res t i nd i ca t i ons o f the growth o f South 
A f r i ca in to a m i l i t a r y s t a t e . The defence budget increased 
from R44 m i l l i o n i n I960 t o as t agger ing R' 972.4 mi 11 ion in 
1979. A l l t h i s was before the people 's army, M(, launched 
successful and t e l l i n g blows at both SASOl and V o o r t r c k -
kershoogtc? before SWAPO's m i l i t a r y o f fens ive got bolder 
and more t o (he economic j u g u l a r . I t was even before? SADI ' s 
hapless adventures i n t o Angola. I t stands t o reason, now 
in 1932, the defence budget is not only huge but astrono
mical . 

That the* SADI- has done more than i t s share i n a t tempt 
ing t o row down the oppressed masses cannot be overs ta ted . 
So ld ie rs and po l i ce in camouflage let loose t h e i r wrath 

on t IK* b lack , defenceless people o f South A f r i c a in that 
i n f i n i t e ! * * saddening - and angering - desperate performance 
in June 1976* Since then it seems, s o l d i e r s and the* po l i ce 

have been t o l d that it i s open season. In t h e i r f i gh t 
against " t e r r o r i s m " and "swartgrvaar" lb lack danger) t h * 
SADI and Ma I an have even got more r a b i d . 

A f t e r Malan had declared that there* d i dn ' t seem t o be 
any m i l i t a r y s o l u t i o n t o the South A f r i can debacle, there 
was a no<*d for- the SADI- t o c|uickly change s t r a t e g i e s . It 
eoiicent rat es more on psychological warfare*. It appears t *uA 
the* SADI has p inpointed th ree major- ar-eas o f psychological 
act i on : "the* mount ing o f a po ten t , p a t r i o t i c a t t i t u d e 
amongst t IK*White populat ion : the maintenance o f -.he l oya l t y 
o f a l l t roops , black and wh i te : and the winning o f the 
"hear ts and minds" o f the b lack populat ion in ru ra l areas. 
The mount ing o f war- psychosis amongst the whites* has l>een 
adrquatelx dealt w i t h elsewhere. O f f i c i a l l y approved black 
f i gu res and l iantustan loaders are regu la r l y taken t o 
operat ional areas or* local m i l i t a r y bases. Young na t iona l 
sorvic<*men are used in a growing number o f bantustan areas 
in both Namibia and .South A f r i c a as school teachers, t ech 
n ica l i n s t r u c t o r s , adv isors and even d i r e c t o r * o f tou r i sm. 
Areas aroo'ul the coun t r i es neighbour ing South A f r i c a have 
been c lea red . I l i i s i s supposed t o make d i f f i c u l t the 
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DfN 
guerilla route to the heart of South Africa. People in 
these areas are given material benefits - which can 
bo withdrawn if the inhabitants prove too "unco-operative
to report guerilla movement". This has been done in other 
areas of conflict before, but the revolutionary tide has 
made the local people spit on these benefits. In South 
Africa the white racist soldiers don't seem to reaI isethat 
their so-called civil action can never fool the people for 
any length of time. The? SADF would be hated, presumably 
even if the soldiers spent the entire day giving lollipops 
to schoolchildren. 

THE USA CONNECTION 
Reactionary politicians have repeatedly tried to give 

the impression that South Africa needs to be saved* Un
fortunately for the racist government, there are few if any 
manoeuvres they can come up with which won't be detected by 
the progressive section of mankind. South Africa has been 
called by mimes which stick: racist, fascist. It has been 
caI led the skunk among nations: apartheid has been declared 
in the an hod Mat ions a crime against humanity. We see the 

destabilizing effect and rapacity of South Africa in Angola: 
as of t.;Is writ ins South Africa still refuses to hand over 
the mercenaries who attacked Mahe Airport in Seychelles to 
depose? the rightfully-chosen Seychelloise Prime Minister 
Albert Rene . South Africa thumbs its nose to people and 
countries that are pushing for embargoes and sanctions 
against, it. Why is South Africa insensitive to world (Hit-
cry? Why is it holding onto Namibia - wrecking peace talks 
- even after an International Court had ruled that it should 
stop? Why the wanton killingof schoolchildren and striking 
miners? The answer lies in the help and diplomat ic support 
South Africa enjoys from the whole western countries: espe
cially the USA under Reagan. 

Reagan, known racist, is remembered for having been a 
B-grade movie actor; as Governor of California in the 1970's 
he .sanctioned the murder of Black Panthers, and he came 
uncomfortably close to depriving Angela Davis of her life. 
He is now the President of the USA. It is significant that 
someone took a pot-shot at him soon after* he began his term 
of office for he leads the most reactionary section of the 
USA money-mongers; he is their eloquent mouthpiece. His at-
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im 
I i tude t o South Afr ica has r e a l t y caused t h e r a c i s t s t o 
f a l l over themselves in und i sgu i sed j u b i l a t i o n . He has vow«xl 
t o e a s e r e s t r i c t i o n s on South Afr ica - "a wartime a l l y " -
and s t r a i n s a g a i n s t h i s own Congress t o a i d UNITA b a n d i t s . 

It. would, pe rhaps , pay South Africa t o look back in 
h i s t o r y and see the ignoble ends o f most of Amer ica ' s a l l i e s . 
Nazi Germany, a l though not a de. J.tute. a l l y of t h e USA, was 
a de {Lacto a l l y . It was hoped t h a t t h e n a / i s would so d e 
v a s t a t e t h e Soviet Union and t hus b r i n g a hal t t o Commu
nism - and t h e (ISA would be t h e r e t o pick up t h e p i e c e s . 
Ihit h i s to rv does not always work that way. 

As of t h i s writ ing Keagan has i nst i t u t e d a house Commi
t t e e - a I on» t lie s«ime l i n e s of t h e much-unltimcntod, Alco
h o l i c Joe McCarthy's lluac - t o i n v e s t i g a t e Communist a id 
t o \\C and SWAPO. Reagan 's mess i an ic zeal in sav ing t h e s o -
c a l l e d I reo World from t h e "Communist ons laugh t" i s w e l l -
known, hence South Afr ica and the t'SA be ing such st range 
bedfe l lows; and t h i s six mid be a cause for concern of a l l 
i n t e l I i g e n t mankind. 

SPY VS SPY 
Ihe black and capt ive popu la t ion of South Afr ica has 

•lever lx*rn under t he i I lus ion t hat the I n t e l l i g e n c e s e r v i c e s 
of t h i s count i •> Ki*rve them: i nst ead t hey know that they a r e 
tin* reason for t IM* c r e a t i o n of such thoroughly oppressive*, 
mult i - tent a<led s t r u c t u r e s . The Information Scandal has 
come and gone and took in i t s wake Dr Connie Mulder: for 
mam obse rve r s it d id noth ing but confirm van dor IJorga 's 
unas**ai I labi I i t \ and t h e t e n s i o n s that ex i s t between BOSS 
and the MM i t a r * I n t e l l i g e n c e . And, l i k e a demon, that 
r e fuses t o be e x e r c i s e d , i t h a s come t o the fo re and r a i s e s 
i t s head amidst Na t iona l i s t P a r t ) conven t i ons . 

I he I hi reai i of S t a t e S e c u r i t y , popular ly known throughout 
the world a s IJOSS, has been changed t o t h e Department of 
Xat iouai Secu r i ty <DO\S) and then t o t h e Department of 
\at ional hit el I igrnce ( DON I ) . Ikiwover t h e m i l i t a r y has i t s 
own int e l I ig rnce network which, under t h e t u t e l a g e and god-
fat herhocxl of Botha and Ma I ait , i s a formidable fo rce indeed. 

Much lias l>oon sa id about t h e p r e c a r i o u s s i t u a t i o n South 
Africa f inds i t s e l f in , and many l i e s a r c s t i l l t o bo 
unea r thed . Ihe l>i» l i e that i s committed through omission 
42 



is the blanket banon what goes on in the operational areas, 
how many white children die so far fr-om home defending an 
obscenity. We still haven't heard from the horse's mouth 
how many soldiers died at Voortrekkershoogte. But we know 
that the number of servicemen who get buried with (JiiX 
nLLLtcuiy. honouA* is increasing. The intelligence services, 
when they take time off from hounding the regime's critics, 
are involved in the cover up; things have become so bad -
as has transpired - ambassadors, consuls and envoys - are 
paid agents of the South African intel ligence network. These 
monitor- movements of bodies like the Amnesty International, 
the International Defence and Aid Fund (IDAK), and the 
Anti-Apartheid Movement (AAM). The recent bombing of the 
ANC office in London could not have come as a surprise* to 
many since London is the traditional capital of imperialist 
intelligence intrigue. But all these manoeuvres have signi
ficantly failed to stop the advance of the revolutionary 
struggle: there has been a marked ascendancy tc power* and 
prominence, let alone effectiveness, of the ANC ,and its 
fighting wing, MK. DONS, BOSS will, like SAVAK of Iran, 
soon be something like a memory of a toothache in the future* 
as South Africa finally belongs to its rightful owners. 

CONCLUSION 
Magnus Ma I a n ' s DI'SKIMI'I schemes wi I 1 probably find tin* it-

s t r eng th in the whole s t r u c t u r e of South Africa a s a Mi l i 
t a ry Indus t r i a l Complex. In a f r e e r and saner* socie ty these 
schemes would have been regarded a s inspired jabbei-wocky of 
a happy schizophrenic , some ravings of a lunat i c : they would 
quickly be consigned t o the neares t t r a sh can or* Incinera
tor* But South Africa being South Africa o r - b e t t e r s t i l l 
- fascism being fascism, t h i s country seems l o want Co t r \ 
anything once. Even i f t h i s country were t o deity i t , even 
i f i t s apo log i s t s wore t o shout t o the* contrary fr-om the* 
tops of Mount Kushmorc, a l l evidence po in t s t o the fact 
t h a t t h i s country, the* bocr f a sc i s t regime, i s in deep 
t rouble* I t i s h u r t l i n g at a slow but constant speed into 
a quagmire - and i t would l i ke t o drag a s many people a s 
poss ib le down with i t . 

The rumblings within the Af r ikaner ' s Citadel of l\nver. 
P r e t o r i a , i s not an ins igni f icant f ac to r . Tlir birakawax of 
nrch-rcMiKrrvat ivo Treumicht and h i s cabinet m i n i s t e r s t o 
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found a new party, the fact that the Broederbond won't 
expel renegades from the Nationalist Party means that the 
Nats no Longer have the sole monopoly of the all-powerful 
kingmakers. 

There are pointers every year that liberation is coming 
closer. What was taken a half decade ago is taken for gran
ted I now, the revolution is on. After the brutal slaying of 
our compatriots at Matola, or the ushering in of the Year 
of the Youth South Africa staggered under .such heavy and 
unprecedented - and indeed, daring! - blows delivered by 
MC fighters. This is the Year of Unity in Action and 
there's a deafening and ominous silence that bespeaks a 
terrible storm brewing. Moreover the racists started the 

Chapter 16 

Kramer had waited restlessly for the end of the alert. The siren only 
sounded two hours later, and he immediately hurried down the infirmary 
road to meet Bochow. 

"What do you say?" he asked, as he reached him. They walked up the 
road together, talking in low tones, in such a way as not to attract atten
tion. 

"All 46 have to disappear by this evening. Not one of them is to report 
at Sign 2." 

Kramer had not expected any other decision. 

He merely asked, "Where do we put them?" 

"Any place that offers safe concealment/' replied Bochow. "In the coal 
celler of the bath, in the potato cellar of the kitchen, in a crate or in a binl 
Coal on top, potatoes on top! We'll hide them in the foundation pits 
under the blocks. They must crawl into the drainage ^nab. They can 
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