
STRAIGHT TALK... 
NO TURNING BACK 

When a nat ion has been robbed of what i s dearest to i t -
freedom and independence i t mast reach a point i n i t s l i f e 
when i t sees no other reason t o l i v e except t o f igh t r e so lu t e ly 
to regain what i s r igh t fu l ly t h e i r s . When tha t time has come 
people readi ly give out a l l , including l i f e i t s e l f , as a nece
ssary contr ibut ion towards the achievement of the common goal 
- l i b e r a t i o n . Mothers whose e ldes t sons and daughters have 
already fa l l en during f i e rce confrontations with the much-
hated enemy courageously bid the younger ones farewell , urging 
them to b a t t l e for the sake of v i c to ry . This i s exactly the 
c ruc ia l moment on whose threshold the mil l ions of our oppressed 
and exploited people now s tand. There i s no turn ing backl 

In a world i n which the boundaries of the domain of f r ee 
dom, peace and progress are i r r eve r s ib ly widening, our glor ious 
t r a d i t i o n s of 250 years of r e l e n t l e s s wars of res i s tance against 
colonial plunder and murder, f ive decades of organised non
vio len t but mi l i t an t s t ruggles which culminated in the forging 
of unbreakable bonds of nat ional uni ty under the banner of the 
ANC, and the twenty years of i r r e s i s t i b l y growing people*s war 
could not have produced any other r e s u l t . No doubt i t was the 
magnetising effect of t h i s s p i r i t of Victory or death1 which 
prompted our mother Martha Mahlangu t o sound the c l a r ion c a l l 
on the occasion of marking our Heroe's Day, December 16. "Let 
us stand up and follow our chi ldren because i t i s g e t t i n g l a t e * 

The views expressed by our mothers on t h i s h i s t o r i c occa
sion are unmistakenly coming from the depths of the hear t of 
the growing number of our mothers and f a t h e r s . What i s more, 
t h i s i s a sincere expression of the great confidence our people 
have i n us young f i g h t e r s , we who are the hope and future of 
our country. What does t h i s mean to the youth of our country? 
That as long as our people are not free we must have no peace 
with our consciencs. 

Those of us who have already advanced i n mastering t h t l i n e 
of march of our people ' s war whose mainstay i s the t o t a l mobili
zation of a l l our people and other democratic forces i n various 
forms of act ion and c lear ly understand the goals of our l i b e r a 
t i on s t ruggle a s out l ined i n our Freedom Charter - education 
acquired in the ac tual f i e ld of b a t t l e - have a grea t a n d 
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challenging responsibility on uieir shoulders* They must spare 
no effort in imparting this revolutionary knowledge to their 
colleagues who still remain in the dark and encourage those 
who are still hesitant. This calls for tireless organisers 
who will not only spread our message of freedom in schools and 
places of recreation, factories, mines and farms, buses and 
trains - everywhere - but who will also be in the front ranks 
of every campaign, painstakingly working for the boradest unity 
of all our forces, organised and unorganised in every corner 
of our land and rally them around our unshakeable pillar of 
unity, the ANC. 

All this demands supreme sacrifice but that will never 
prevent us from fulfilling our task successfully* We are a 
product and an inseparable part of a people whose capacity for 
sacrifice is .immeasurably great* The shining example of Solo* 
mon Mahlangu, our six colleagues, brothers and comrades who 
have chosen death rather than surrender, Naphtali Manana, David 
Moise, Anthony Tsotsobe* Petros Mashigo, Johnson Lubisi a n d 
Johannes Shabangu and all the young gallant sons and daughters 
of our soil in the ranks of the MO and Umkhonto We Sizwe are 
no accident, ^hey are characteristic of our generation. 

Let us in this historic Year of Unity in Action rise with 
the greatest resolve to hasten the downfall of the apartheid 
regime and the dawn of a new day in our country when our entire 
people shall be masters of their destiny once and for all. Our 
battlecry is: W I T IN AflTIQH IS QTO KEY TQ VICIQK£» 

DAWN polWXword No.TlAnswers 
ACROSSt 1. Umkhonto 6. Lethal 8. USSR 
" 10. Oath 11. Ghetto 14* Strategy 

16. Dawn 17. CIA 

DOVNi 1. Upsurge 2. Kiss % Oil 4. ™ 
5. Rolihlahla 7. Heat 9. Rat 12. Tito 
1 % Ago 15. Row 
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