
A.T. Nzula, marching together past the Rand Club, This w a s 
indeed unity in action. Both white and African workers were 
calling for bread and together confronted the capitalists and 
their pawns, the police and army. 

When Wolton left for Moscow in 1929, Albert Nzula remain
ed as the Party's General-Secretary. He had been Wolton1s 
assistant since the Party conference of 1929. Wolton arranged 
for Nzula to attend a political school in Moscow, In 1931 the 
latter left for Moscow and was amongst the f i r s t Africans 
from South Africa to go to a Lenin School, There he continued 
writing articles for the nSouth African Worker" and helped to 
explain the South African situation to the Soviet people. He 
taught Zulu and African cultures* As a great internationalist 
he was a representative in the Red International of labour. 
Nzula1s internationalist outlook had been emminent as early as 

the 1930s at a time when he stood in support of Joe Gumede 
who was bein* condemned then by conservatives in the African 
National Congress for his sympathies with communists. For the 
love of his people, Nzula did not mince his words. He chal
lenged D.D.T. Jabavu for his pro-British and American tenden
cies which were at the expense of our people. 

While he was still in the Soviet Union, the land cf Lenin, 
carrying out his revolutionary d u t i e s , our first Afri
can General-Secretary contracted pneumonia and died on January 
17, 1954. At the time of his death he was 29 years old. In 
thip year when our people's army, Umkhonto we Sizwe, w i l l 
be marking its 20 years of existence, our ally the SACP its 
60th Birthday Anniversary, we, the fighting youth of South 
Africa pledge to follow the example of the young but steeled 
communists like Albert Thomas Nzula. We shall emmulate him 
for his outstanding abilities as an educator, fighter, speaker 
and organiser. 
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of his countrymen? The quotation from the letter speaks for 
itself* And it becomes very clear that Jonas Savimbi never 
interested himself in the just cause of the Angolans and their 
aspirations. He was out to use whatever means including 
shameful connivance with the Portuguese colonialists to wrench 
power (on behalf of the colonialists) for himself and to orga
nise a life of leisure and ease on the graves of Angolan pat
riots. 

TO BE C0KF1IUKD DJ NEXT ISSUE. 
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alone when it is managed by appointees of the fascist boer 
oppressors* The people totally reject the iU-oonneived plan 
ef the Balkan! sat ion of our country. They cannot accept to 
be condemned for life in these du*pisg grounds for the unsnp-
loyed whilst the Sebes swim in luxury afforded by their blood-
vage. Our people refuse to be enticed with the illusion of 
'independence1 for they know that there can be no true indepen
dence and freedom without the complete destructito of the pre
sent regime and all its structures. We of the ABC call upon 
the people to fight against the Bantustan program, the Sebes 
tod all their ilk. 

SOW WITH TBS MHTUSTUr PUPPB81 
POHVABD TO A SOOTH AIKICA OF THE IBEEDCH CHABJHU 

PORTRAIT O F A PUPPET 
Parti 

• EDIT* HABIISB 
As is the case with most revolutionary struggles, t h e 

Angolan revolution has gone through many a difficult period. 
At times the problems of the national liberation movement here, 
stemmed from internal contradictions borne of the heteroge
neous nature of the social forces that clamoured for change. 
This is precisely beoause the anti-colonial struggle for 
national independence bring about the association of classes 
and strata whose long term interests have no common bearing 
beyond the immediate question of national independence* This 
objective character of the anti-colonialist movement creates 
unfortunately favourable grounds for future neo-colonialists 
and outright counterrevolutionries. 

In A n g o l a * the Popular Movement for the Liberation 
of Angola (MPLA) was no exception. Motivated by genuine pat
riotic objectives, the MPLA has from its inception always stri
ven to unite Angolans of all races and social strata into a 
formidable movement for independence and democracy. At first 
it was plagued by teething problems, but more still the PILE 
(Portuguese political police) on the one hand and on the 
other, some Angolan petty-bourgeois intellectuals who cla^ 
moured for nothing else but recognition, personal power and 
a name within the liberation movement. The latter explains 



the underlying motive behind the struggle against Agostinho 
Neto's presidency and the revolutionary line of the MPUL in 
general, which brought about the lamentable but fortunately 
abortive Nito Alves coup attempt of May 27, 1977* 

Worse still is the case of ambitious men whose obsession 
for power and a life of leisure and ease naturally lead them 
to positions of shameful opposition to the popular cause and 
direct opportunistic connivance with the colonial forces. 
Such is the case with 'Judas1 Savimbi. 

WHO 18 JOHAS SAVMBI? 

Jonas Malheiro Savimbi was born into a wealthy fam
ily of a stockbreeder in Bie, Angola. Here he went to school 
at a mission of American Catholics. Through the mission he 
attained a scholarship with which he was enabled to further 
his studies in Lisbon where he became a licentiate in poli
tical science and law. He later settled in Lausanne, Switzer
land. It is from Lausanne that Jonas Savimbi first started 
to show interest in the political struggle of h i s country 
and membership of the MPLA. In I960 he wrote letters to the 
MPLA bureau in Conakry, stating his qualifications and profe
ssional training and expressing his readiness to hold one of 
the leading posts in the movement* Naturally, the MPLA had 
to be sceptic about this gentleman who was quick at adverti
sing his academic achievements. Though they were ready to 
accept him as member, Savimbi lost interest for he could not 
be guaranteed a "leading post" of any kind. 

Thus Savimbi turned his sights to Holden Roberto1 s UPA 
(a tribalist grouping formed to sow division among the nation
al forces and financed by the CIA and forerunner of FNLA). In 
I960 he met Roberto in Lausanne where after weighing possi
bilities of ascending to a position of power, offered to join 
UPA on condition that he is allowed to head its International 
Department. Roberto himself a lackey of the imperinlists, was 
impressed. Savimbi*s membership of the UPA and consequently 
of the GRAB (the counterrevolutionary and abortive so-called 
revolutionary government of Angola in exile in which Savimbi 
was made foreign minister) was to be shortlived, For in July 
1964 at the Second All-African meeting of Heads of State in 
Cairo, Savimbi resigned in style - circulating a resignation 
letter in the meeting which was mostly held in camera. This 
surprise move was clearly calculated to exploit the meeting to 
attract attention to his otherwise unknown personality. Thus 
was opened the Savimbi campaign for personal power and money. 
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He never rested until he managed to knock together some group 
of Angolans into the UNITA in 1966, 

WHY HE IHTBRBST8 US: 

The brief background on Jonas Savimbi above might as well 
be the story of just another foolhardy, power crazy lunatic. 
Why crack our skulls over it - such people come and go. Some 
people might think. But an account of Savimbi1s background 
and activity should interest South African revolutionaries not 
only because he is now on P r e t o r i a ' s payroll, but 
rather because of the number of lessens we need to draw from 
the dangerous activities of such elements. We are waging our 
revolutionary war at a time when more than ever before the most 
reactionary circles of international monopoly capital are bar
ing their teeth in open concert with the fascist boers. Let us 
therefore be aware that our enemy is working hard to produce 
enough Savimbis to do the impossible, that is drowning the 
revolutionary effort in our own blood. Perhaps the breeding 
of the puppet Bantustan armies in our country serves suffi
ciently as warning and eye-opener. That Savimbi will never 
succeed in Angola should not lead us to relax our guard 
against others who might crop up from amongst us at some 
stage or another. Of course our revolutionary fight can never 
be left to preoccupation with energy consuming campaigns to 
thwart the rise of possible neo-colonistsf but t>iat we must be 
indefatigably vigilant and uncompromising against them is a 
matter of great importance. 

P I X f A t 
UNITA was formed in 1966 by Jonas Savimbi. He brougnt 

together some UPA refugees and several disgruntled elements 
and injected some of them into Eastern Angola in 1966 and 67. 
At the outset the real activities of UNITA groups were very 
questionable. After 1966/67 to quote Comrade Lucio Lara, Sec
retary-General of the MPLA's Central Committee: "There was 
practically no military activity except to prevent our (MPLA -
Ed) troops from operating in what Savimbi claimed was 'his1 

territory." UNITA was actually fighting Portugal's war. They 
would ambush MPLA supply columns and raid small bases and in 
this way exhausting the hard obtained logistics of the MPLA 
before the objectives were reached. In the east it was the 
UNITA and in the north the PNLA. In essence the MPLA had to 
fight the lackeys of UNITA and FNLA and yet reserve more energy 
for the Portuguese colonialist troops. This goes to show 
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t h a t a l o t of time and m a t e r i a l was l o s t i n skirmishes amongst 
Angolans* This was a d e l i b e r a t e ploy of the i m p e r i a l i s t s . 

UNITA never i n t e r e « t e d i t s e l f i n f i g h t i n g the Porhuguese. 
There i s ample documentary evidence and l e t t e r s which show 
tha t w h i l s t FNLA was the Pen tagon ' s v i c ious puppies tho UNITA, 
though i t had l i n k s with the CIA through James S. Cunningham, 
CIA agent , was b a s i c a l l y P o r t u g a l 1 s loyal and fe roc ious watch
dog* 

I n one of the Savimbi l e t t e r s addressed to the Portuguese 
co lon ia l a u t h o r i t i e s and w r i t t e n i n 1972, Savimbi a f t e r 
cong ra tu l a t i ng " h i s exce l lency , Professor Marcelo Caetano" and 
General Luz Cunha, n f o r h i s nomination t o the high r e s p o n s i b i 
l i t y a s conmandeivin-'thief of the armed forces in Angola" Por
tuguese force - Ed) , he goes on t o s t a t e openly and unambigu
ously tho ingnominous UNITA pol icys "Our p o s i t i o n i s i r r e v e r 
s i b l e * We a r e no longer i n t e r e s t e d i n e i t h e r tiie OAU o r 
t o d a y ' s Zambia and l e s s s t i l l i n any a l l l e n c e with the MPLA. I f 
any a spec t s of UNITA pol icy a r e s t i l l not s u f f i c i e n t l y «:lear 
fo r tiie Angolan government a u t h o r i t i e s flnd the nv t ion , there 
i s one i r r e f u t a b l e f a c t i We have a c t i v e l y p a r t i c i p a t e d in 
weakening the MPLA in c e r t a i n of the e a s t e r n r e g i o n s . 
And we cannot e n t e r t a i n any sorb of i l l u s i o n s on any type of ' 
a l l i a n c e with the men whom we h&ve foughi. a g a i n s t , and continue 
t o f i g h t a g a i n s t , without any l e t up . Whatever may be the 
i n t e n t i o n s of the goverxment ( P o r t u g ese government - Ed), we 
w i l l n e v e r again be deluded i n t o tak ing up arms aga ins t 
the a u t h o r i t i e s . We w i l l use their t i l ] the end to force t h e 
MPLA one day to withdraw from the p a s t . 

"Peace in the e a s t , i n our opinion, should tako i n t o 
account , amongst o the r t i l ings , the- fol lowing f a c t o r s : 

( a ) "The weakening, up to the l i q u i d a t i o n , of the 
MPLA forces in the i n t e r i o r of Angola. This 
task can pehaps bes t be ca r r i ed out by the 
combined e f f o r t s of m i l i t a r y and pa rami l i t a ry 
(Portuguese) fo r ce s toge the r with thoce of 
UNITA..." 

The l e t t e r i s qu i t e l e i g t h y and very r e v e a l i r g , but for 
the purpose of b r e v i t y I c lose the quote here* In t h i s l e t t e r 
the fundamentals of UNITA po l i cy a r e l a id bar* . What kind of 
man i s Savimbi a s to stoop so low t o the oppressors cf h i * own 
people? What p a t r i o t i s he who p r i d e s himself i n jo in ing hands 
wivh the c o l o n i a l i s t in order t o a r r e s t the l i b e r a t o r ? e f f o r t s 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 
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