South African Coloured Corps
Part 2 | |
-Langile Magoma
With the outbreak of the Second Worud Wwer i n 1939,
the NMationaligts had to relinquish power because of their
opposition to participation on the side of the allled forces.
The Coloureds were again mobilised under the Cape Coxrps.
Thousands enlisted but the govermmeni was not prepared to arm
tham alls placed most in non-corbat positions in the Essential
Servicese Protection Corps at the Cape. However, many saw '
action in Eagt and Horth Africa and were represented in
famcus battles 1ike the Tobruk, El i Wlamein and the Battle
of Sguare Hill wiiere itnsy emergid neroves, Tue Coloured people
as parf snd parcal of thke world's people waging & titanic
battle azpinst fascism, served with distinotion. After the
war, the Cape Corps, the pride of the Coloured co munity were
demobilised, 'fheir interests Were thereafter to te looked

after by the British Commonwealth Ex~Servicemen's League
(BCcusL).

fhen the present goveranment, the very disciples of Hitler,
caine to power in 1948 the military estabdblilhment was reorgan-
ised and defence became the exelusive regponsibility of the
+hites, *Tre gover:iuicnt hounded the Coloured people and the
neagre rights whicl: they had were further eroded, In 1948
Coloured adminfiatraticn was deceniralised with the passing of
the Coloured Affaire Council Act, This council wae the fore-
rumer to the bogus institutions created later, the Coloured
Affairs Department (CAD) and CRC. In terms of the Group Areas
Act the Coloured people were evicted in 1966 from areas they
had occupied for decades. The glaring injustice of this act
wae demonstrated when tens of thousands of Coloured people were
evicted from District Six, once the traditional home of the
Cape Coloured dommimity, and dumped on the sand-dunes of the
C-a-pﬂ Flats. . ) .
| The demand by extreme racists for the political seperation
of the Cape Coloured community was met in 1956 with the pags-
- ing of the Separate Representation of Voters Act and Coloured
Persons Education Act of 1963. Far from lepsing into despair
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and inactivity, the Coloured people resisted., The BCESL now
played a political role as part of this registance. Leading
ex~gervicemen registered their protest against the injrnstice
meted out to their peopde and the BCESL was represented at

Malmesbury Convention of 1961.
- Despite relegating them to the status or second~-class in

the eountry which they and their ancestors helped to build,
the Boers tried to impress upon them that they have nothing in
common with other oppressed people. Allowed certain ainimal
privilegee and concessione within the South African economy
they were expected tn believe that their salvation lies in
accepting and defending the vacuum which the white suprema-
cists created for them. This false belief coupled with the
growing manpower shortage and the increasing strength of the
national liberation movement led to the establishment of the
South Africen Coloured Corps - (SACC) in 1963,

SACC

Initially they served in non-combat roles, Various sche-
mes axre used to recruit, giving the impression of voluntary
enlisting., A SADF document revealed in February, 1980, that
recruiting is not as successful as should be, publications are
encouraged to run articlies of such nature as to glamourise
the 1life of African, indian and Ccloured servicemen, Recruits
are thoroughly screened politically besides being vetted by
psychologists and ethnologists to check their personalities

and backgrounds.,
: The type of man needed is one with a low 1ew‘l of educa-

tion wvho will be easily susceptible to brainwashing . The
rural area with high unemployment rate and low level of
political awareness presents fertile ground for such recruit-
ment, Inducements like Job advancement and 'social security'
are used to attract recruits mostly from +the North-West Cape,
Kargo and Namagqualand. 7To facilitate this, the training of
Coloured Cadets Act was passed in 1967. The act makes pro-
vision for the compulsory training of wunemployed men between
the ages 18 and 24 for' "useful employment', The Cadet Camp
was strategically erected next to the SACC base, First and
foremost it servea as a recruiting ground for the SACC, SAP
and Prison Services., Circumstances force them to 'volunteer';
this can be borne out by the fact that the majority of the
SACC are former Cadets. Secondly, it is intended for the
creation of a stable and subservient labour force which can be
used for scabbing in times of crisis. Recently the take-over
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'of “eden cenisa ny the JAIR weo asnuounced, (Sunaay Times
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49VOC Ben, Tre navy Wag also been resruiting Cuvicum d man

since 1947, nhiaﬁr in scyvica capacitiza wil@ Colourcis Serve

in the . 3nti Azican. Aiz Ferce { 2as ¥) in maijstanance sections,
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Sinee 4%: nstad .,isim'-:u!:, tre 0A00 2 evoked lmu.r.g
rslectden foum the Coloursd comrualty. Tae Uoloayrel poupis
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pe':.'pl.: destroyai,
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They expoend ik sature of ine Caap ard pointed out that the
training iz of 2 militery :mmr-: with racralis ¥ie 42 -mi 2 Ot
piy with =+ ha eserious ani proiciged pmi sl:um.t.
Goveruzant plave te introduce cadet dreining in Coloured 8Bigh
'#8chools wam yelectod by the Lavewr Party ue wall asg the Caps
Teachors' Prefessionsi Associatics (CPPAY,

irdiriinal menbers of the 353870 are ...omp‘et.ﬂ; ousracised
'l -
ani sliedated feom lne cormmnity. The tase situated ot Fauce/
aergse River is a few kilometlres Dvom tie townehizn of the
ozpe rlatly, It is no exaggeration that no knowy or wnifcoxmed
oelker 9F the TEIC can cusily wveoture 1*11:-.. 427 of tbege 1um~

3?


http://ir.-2.eo

ships withcut being subjected to insults and possible assauit.
This ostracisation is clearly seen if we look Into theixr rela-
tione with the neighbouring communities as far as sport, a
major activity in the S4CC, is concerned.

The huge sports complex at the base has been turmed into
a white elephant. All major sports codes in the Western Cape's
. Coloured communitics adhere to the non-racial principles of the
South African Council on Sports (SACOS). The SACC because of
its very nature is not acceptable in these leagues, Instead
they are affiliatea to the racial unions, 1In rugby, the major
sport in that region, the SACC is openly working against t h e
intereataof the community. The rugby filelds at the b a s e
are used by the racial South African Rugby Federation (SARF)
to conduct secret trial metches and practices for seleciion
against the touring sides. 1t is from amcngst these ranks
that Coloured players included in the recent Barbarian sice
that toured mngland came, Players from the non-racial Soutu
African Rugby Union (SARU) are enticed with money offers.

When the Coloured community of Bellvile objected to the
use of their tennis courts for an exhibition maich featuring
an Auatralian aboriginal, Yvonne Goolagong, and other white
profeagionals, the match waz played at the base after an urgent
application to the Cape Town Supreme Court succeeded in favour
of the Bellvile Sport Board wrich controls the courta.

The strengthening of the SACC despite its rejection by
the Coloured community should be seen as part of the eneny's
reaction to the growing tide of revolution within the couniry
and the rising actions of the masses under the guidance of the
African National Congresa and its allies., Thie pakes it impe-
rative thatwe should respond to these actions of the enamy.
There is a need to do political work witnin the rural areas
which are the prime target for recruitment anl strengthening
of such forces. Wide-spread propasanda .about the SACC, ifs
nature and- social implications will s e r ve to deter
prospective recruits toa certain degree, The Bontehsuwels and
Marmenbergs of 1976 and the Elsies Rivers of 1980 have dastroy-
ed the nmyth that the Coloured people will side with the regime
in times of crisis., As is well reflected in the Strategy and
Tactics of the ANC, the Toloured people are an integral part
of the liberation movement. The Presideni of our people's
organigsation, Comrade Oliver Tambo, once said ihat:

"As our forces drive deeper into the south, we
have no doubt that they will be Jjoined not
by some but by the whole African nationj by
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the oppreased minorities, the Indiarr and
Coloured people, and by an increasing number
of White democrats",

It is a matter of proud record that among our first gallant
fighters and martyrs of our revolution to engage the enemy
forces of Smith and Vorster during the historic Wankie
Campaigns was Basil February (Paul Petersen), a comrade from
the Coloured community. .

THE FREEDOM OF OUR PEOPLE IS INDIVISIBLE!
FORWARD TO A PEOPLE'S GOVERNMENT!

What1Did ‘&
. - /
Was Right ‘ A |

This is an extract from the historic speech made
by Comrade Bram Fischer to the racist Pretoria
Supreme Court on-28th March, 1966, in defence

of our freedom struggle to which he had 4
kis life. voted
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