, Bosgani Matwa
As people fighting for national and social liberation
from the system of apartheid and colonialism in South afrieca,
it becomes necegsary to understand that we are also fighting

to liberate ourselves culturally.

Culture has become our battleground, our resistence to
oppression and exploitation, Hdow then do we view culture and
vhat doee it encompass? Cultiure encoxmpasses the material and
spirituval values and the means of creating, and passing thex
on, created by society In the course of histvoary, n this
basis we distinguish between material culture, that is, machi-
nery, cxperierce in the field of production and other material
- wealth, and spiritual cultur¢ consisting of science, art,lite-
rature, philosophy, education, religion, customs and traditiors
etc, :
Every socisty hasgs its culture which is erected upon its
economic base., This therefore showe that culture is social
and at the same time political, In exploitative and oppres-
sive socleties, there exist the culture of the exploiter and
oppreasor and on the other hand that of the exploited and op-
pressed, The exploiter and oppressor's culture is the cne that .
dominates and it is they that determine the cultural develop-
ment -of society,
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INHERITANCE

Cultural development shows that society passes its crea~
ted ideals ard material values to the new sociaty which is
brought to the fore, through edusation and narratives etc, In
this way one generation leerns,shares and inheritsthe previous
generagion's culture. The pattern of inheritence of cultuxre
18 intergrated and includeds various uses of envicormental
“packgrourde implements, attitudes, inter personal relations,
religious baliefs and practices and morel wvalues, When socie-
ty passes from one phasc of culture to another, it must ve
piotured as eptablishing each new level of achiovement on the
foundation of clder oneg rather than starting afresh each time,
In class divided socioty e clash of cultures contimies betwean
-the oppressor and the opprensed, with the former through its.
sachinery of maas propagandzs and systenm of educaticn always
2indng to 1dolise itz syetem of uppression and exploitatioj.
Truth is distorted and the people's minds im manipulated so as
%o mupport the rotten system of oppression. These oppreasors
of the people uvsurp oculture {or themselves in order.to serve
their selfish: interests. Sclence is used to make weapons of
wass destruotion while tamdreds starve to death, People need
electricity while *the nppraesor uses atomic energy for degtruc-

tion purposes,

DEPRIVATIONS

Taking cultuxe avi society in cur country, Soutn Africa,

- the above 18 cleariy seea., The oppressed people themselvee aye
resisting their cultaral deprivations, ¥or centuriss now, our
people have roginted irpevialiem and ile apartheid nongter ang
clear)y ges that only with the destyiucvion of isperizlisn can
the obstasles tn Liue progress of cuiitize Ye reaxvved, 1a the
teginning theas oppressors ‘ried to 2liminate theos {tradition-
&l values and preserve that wiiich furtheoys their 3 terescs,
They tried to turn ar!t froc its social and eccnomic bagse
vhroug such empty slogang like, "yt for ari's sake"™ and
"Pure art" and s6 lorth, - They have tried to make arr az apoli-
tical as ever, with the US imperia’iste flooding the cultural
scene with rotten and escupist so=caliled “Western Cnliural
values" and the Amexricnn way of 1ife, Their films glorify

- rape, muder and the killing of opmrecsed Blapgk Auericaans,

Out. people have stood up %o all these machinatiens, The
racists feiled with their Muldergate affair to splech a coat
of glamcurous paint over that rotten soiety., Sore of Ltve
paid =gents in sport, drame =nd mugic h:ve faileé dimmallyv to
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hoodwink the intermationsl commmity,

Our oppresscd masses led by the A.t‘rim Bational Congresa
sare daily scoring victories, People's Patriotic culture is
taking ashape, asaimilating our traditional values and internse
tional world culture, its aim being to seek the truth ani,
ezpose the enemy, It is cormected with the objective reality
end our people's daily life atruggle. It has become more and
more goientific, Our cultural fightere have grasped that cul-
ture has tendenclesy it either supporis the oppressor or the
cppressed, In great aumbers they have adopted tho stand of
the revolution and opposed every form of reactionary, deca=
dent and obscurantigt racist culture,

Our culturc is made more and more national, scientific
and popular, Folk culture hag been revitalised with our songs
dopicting not only our suffering btut a bright future.

Todn.,' a great-wave ggainst 1lliteracy has been i.nitiatud.
Our peopie Jnow that the aim of culture is to boost their
rorale, unity and nlso highlight their g.relt achievements for
the whole world to know. E S

RES'IMAT“*I OF WEFALTH

In the words of the Freedom Charter we maintain: ttnt. with
the restoration of the wealth of the country to the peoplé, we
will be abl: to open all dooxs of learning aund culture to the
people, Our pzople's culture is guided by objective trenda
of the histericzl process of social development depicting their
atruggle and drezms of a bright future, In the words of Asil-
car Cabral, we zays "In the begimming it is culture and in
<he ¢nd it is Culture”, - Like -in the 0ld days our young peocple
a™ beirg taléd $zles of the old days, Among thoge tales rela-
ted are thoge of wars fought by our ancestore in defence of cur
courrtyy, Names of heroec are being praised aa the glory of the
entire nation,

Our Umkhonto combatants have also realised the import-
ance of carvying out research and holding discussions on these
wars of registance. This is an important milestone on the
Toad to the complete restoration of cultural pride and self-
assertiveness, Identification with this heritage becomes a
. valuable factor in the.nsoulding n:l,’ oon.i.tted patriots capable

ofporfou.'ﬂmflltﬂ- _
M
THE DOORS OF LEARNING AND OF |
CULTURE SHALL BE OPENED TO ALL
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