
Our Commitment To Peace 
-Steve Dlfoayo 

The fate of Qankind today r e s t s upon the p i l l a r s of re:-.ce 
age.ir.st the f o r c e s c£ e v i l v.hich are t ry ing a l l in t h e i r 
power' tc throw the world ir.ro a holocaust* 

The decade cf the SOs c a l l s for sore ef for t to ensure 
peace ir. our sother earth* This challenge stems fro~. t h e 
objective, concrete s i t u a t i o n ex i s t i ng ir. the world todsy. 
Whereas progressive ~ar.kind has scored subs tan t ia l v i c t o r i e s in 
t h i s f i e l d over she pes- decades, i . t jer ia?isn f s t h rea t to peace 
i s far frcffi being eradicated, or. the contrary i t s t i l l has i t s 
poisonous t ee th to c i t e , The South African l i b e r a t i o n ~cve-
&er.t heaied :y the' African Iiaticna1 Congress has ful ly taker, 
upen i t s e l f t h i s d i f f i c u l t task and has teen an ac t ive p a r t i 
cipant to s t r i v e for the attainment of peace. The struggle for 
peace i s regarded cy our ^ovez-er.t a3 being exceptionally import
ant for a l l the peoples of the v:orld. We are croud to s t a t e 
t h a i our leader ship are the p ivo ts of peace. Ccinrade O.E. 
Tanho, I T . Yus*suf Tadoo an! Conurade Alfred l;zo are a l l nieii'hers 
of the World Peace Council, -he l a t e Uncle John Beaver \-arks 
v;ao a l so a mesfcor of the World Peace Council. The African 
nat ional Confess 14 .the p i l l a r of peace i r our cour.try. 

Cause of Tension 
- • 

An intensive, concentrated propaganda car.pa^r. with echoes 
throughout the world has teen unleashed cy the "post reaction
ary circles in the West, in the for:, cf the so-called 'Soviet 
threat*» This increasingly acquires the fori, cf the Cold War 
of the 50s and it ascends to reach alarsiing peaks particular
ly* in the face of taking over of power iy the extreme rightist 
reactionaries of Reagan1 sand Thatcher1? £Ould. The treacherous 
Maoist ruling clique of China has joined hand's with the ic-pe-
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ri-â ists to further aggravate the international situation, thus 
putting at stake the lives of millions of people. Fabrications 
about 'Soviet threat1 and similar slanders on the Soviet Union 
are,fro& the point of view of the African National Congress, 
not only false hut also posing a direcx danger to peace efforts, 
and they need to be fought against. The vie fence of the social
ist coranunity primarily the Soviet Union, it should he empha
sised, is the- criterion to the cos&itmer.'t to peace. 

It is no secret that the Soviet Union has been in the 
forefront in struggle for peace since its birth starting with 
the declaration cf the Decree on Peace under the leadership of 
the great Vla&inur Ilyich Lenin* Eresh in our memories are the 
supreme sacrifices made by the Soviet people in routing German 
Nasisa, that arch-enemy of hurnanity. Under our* very eyes the 
,:_Soviet Onion is spearheading the fi*ht for disarmament. The 
Strategic Anus Limitation Treaty (SALI-2) testifies to this. 
end. The people fighting against imperialisms colonial policy 
have fovmd a true friend in the Soviet Union. The cries 
about 'Soviet menace1 are aiaed at weakening the striking power 
of the world revolutionary novemer.t, anc. to isolate cur people l 

ar.c ell peoples fighting for therlr freedom from their true '• 
ally. 

At this juncture it will be necessary to cast our eyes 
over the- events in Afghanistan. The US imperialists are shout
ing loud about 'Soviet intervention * in that region. What is '%,. 
obvious, howevei', is that there is no Soviet intervention in 
tv-at region of the "world. What occured there is that the revo
lutionary forces headed by Babrak Zarmai have taksr the res- I 
•possibility of continuing the April 27, 19 7 8 revolution 
sabotaged by US imperialism, to ensure the freedom of the 
Afghan pecple and to raise high the banner zf peace by cont
ributing in doing away with the US s&litary bases which are 
ai&ed at aggression against the people around ~that rerritoxy ; 
including the Soviet Union. In full conformity with Article 
31 of the UK Charter and Soviet-Afghan treaty, the revolution-, 
ary Afghan government requested Soviet help whi£h the Soviet 
Union, honest to its Leninist, principles, granted. On t h e 
other hand imperialism has beer, employing Afghar. bandits based 
in countries like Pakistan to sabovsge the peopled revolution; 
This action forss part of imperialist aggressive neo-colonial-

ist policy and oust be conbated. 
The main forces which are pursuing the policy of war and 

aggression have long exposed themselves. They are the mono- " 
polies, particularly those attached to the military industrial 
complex. At the helm of this brass in the Wester--: bloc is of 
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course the US«. In a .. iii pursuix &i"wvf.- coper profits theae 
forces have tried and are trying to hinder any progress whatso
ever in the achievement of peace everywhere in the world. They 
have unleashed innumerable wars costing a high toll of human 
lives for the sake of gaining profit from tho ariis production. 
Perhaps Vietnam could relate the matter most perfectly today* 
•Today the neutron bomb has been made, threatening the whole of 
Mankind* Despite the Soviet initiative in withdrawing 20,000 
of its troops and 1*000 tanks from the German Democratic Repub
lic, the West has deployed new woaponxy in the fore of Pexv 
shing-2 and Cruise missiles in Western Europe, 

Imperialism has spread its tentacles in ail the regions cf 
the world. In South-east Asia repeated acts of aggression are 
perpetrated by Maoist China against the Socialist Republic ox 
Vietnam, directly aiding imperialism. Warships are flocked 

into the Persian 
Gulf in a bid to. 
intimidate Iran 
and other oil pro
ducing countries* 
Alliance with the 
Zionist Israel 
agatest the Palest
inian people has • 
"been established* 
Bases are continu
ally being establi**--
shed in the Indian 
Ocean, Presently 
nev m i l i t a r y 
bases are construc
ted in Somali while 
US troops are con
ducting joint exer
cises" with Egypt
ian forces in order 
to enable the US 
warmongers to carry 
on its subversive 
activities against 
the Arab people, 

revolutionary Ethi
opia and all other 
anti-imperialist forces around that region. 
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In Latin iuaerica, the vr.ivHsd. S ta tes i s contirroirsg tolnti** 
&id&ie people £igfrfeLB# agains t Ts^cee iaperi^liejn, Cuba in 
pa r t i cu l a r has boen the subject of slar.deroa3 propaganda, £?ub~ 
veraive a c t i v i t i e s including econojrdt; blockades* 

llu^at to ifcaec in Soothers Africa 
Imperialism i a t r y i n g bp every means t o have Southern Afr i 

ca ac t i ng as i t s s a t e l l i t e in pursuing i t s aggressive p o l i c i e s . 
In defiance of UN reso lu t ions t o impose economic sanctions and 
•SOTS embargo against the r a c i s t South African regime* the s&TO 
cottatries have boosted up r a c i s t South Africa t o a eelf-^suffi-
c l ea t anas producing s t a t e , T?he Western powers headed by the 
Pentagon, support ' the apartheid regime, whose existence has 
been declared a criiae agains t hu&anity, for the sole purpose 
caf super exp lo i ta t ion of the black people and preserving t ha t 
notorious regiffie for i t s global s t r a t e g i c ro le agains t t h e 
African cont inent . They have gone t o the extent of enabling 
the f a s c i s t s to build nuclear power s t a t i ons which pose an 
iiasaedi&te th rea t t o the neighbouring co-antries to our continent 
arid, the world as a whole, a\oreso t ha t they a re not s igna tor ies 
to the Son-Prol i fera t ion t rea ty* In an attempt t o br ing tiae • 
nei&hbcurJLng countries, under i t s seono&ic bondage i t has in~ 
trodacect concepts such as the •Constel lat ion of Southern 
African S ta tes % a move which has met with b i t t e r rebuff i t 
deserves* Acts of aggression a r e being unleashed against 
neighbouring countr ies such a s People ' s Bepxtbiics of .Angola 
and Kas&ffiViaue, Republic of Zambia* Lesotho and other c o u n t r i a ^ 

t o atop them from supporting the r a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n movements»-
Hundreds of c i v i l i a n s and innoceztt people in neighbouring s t a t e s 
are mssac red * day in and day out* fac tor ies* hosp i t a l s and 
schools are destroyed by the apartheid var machine.. 

• • • . • • " . • • ' - & 

fbe ¥t&4m Charter and Peace. 
i ' ' ^ ?he s t ragg le for nat ional arid ec-cial l i b e r a tioxi i s organ

i c a l l y c o n n e c t e d with the s t ruggle for peace# 3?he 
winning of Nobel Peace Prisoe by the l a t e fresiderit-General of 
the African Rational Congress, the g rea t Chief Albert Jolvri 
Lnthui i , suff ices t o show t h i s simple t r u t h . Our peop le ' s 
a s p i r a t i o n s , t h e i r ooam&tio#nt t o peace and the i n t e m a t i o n l i s t 
policy of t h e i r vanguard organisa t ion, the MC,sre c l ea r l y 
s t a t ed in the rcost democratic decra&nt in the h is tory of c*ir 

. -coimtry, the Freedom Charter, p a r t i c u l a r l y in the clause deal ing 
with Pfc&ee and Sfciendsfaiiu Here i t i s c l ea r l y pointed out t h a t 
l a cont ras t t o %m po l i c i e s of. the r a c i s t government present ly t 

* • • ' • • • • " ' 
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r u l i n g cur country,- the i u t u r e free G&;.-.> .r&tic s t a t e wi l l strive 
for maintaining close f r iendship and co-operation among a l l 
neighbouriftg cotxatrifes* I t w i l l r e spec t the sovecaigftiy and 
independence of countr ies suoh'-;^s Lesotho, Swaziland, Botswana, 
Mossaiabiqiafi an3\Ziinbabve* The t .democratic South Africa wi l l seek 
t o solve a l l i n t e r - s t a t e problems through.peaceful meatus, thus 
negating the1 v e t y existence 6f -^J^vbary ;^>ase$ of the imperia l 
i s t s ire our country. *Jhe po l icy of peaceful co-existence is 
our idea l aim* Our i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t pol icy i s a l so expressed 
i n our declara t ion of our obl igat ion to help other colonised 
and s t ruggl ing people* In shor t , with the implementation of 
the- Freedom Charter , interrxational bouies responsible for en
suring peace w i l l be strengthened* 

Already many p a t r i o t s in our country have sacr i f iced for 
the triia&ph of peace, democracy and ju s t i ce* Our people led by 
the African National Cozysress &n& Omkhonto we ^iswe are b i t t ing; 
hard on the enemy. All s t r a t a a of our socie ty led 'oy the black 
working c lass are* figfatiry* back asrainst the nru l t i -na t ioaa ls , the 
breeders of war* The casroaign for the r e l ease of Belson KaMeSa, 
other leaders o f our people and all. o o l i t i c a l pr isoners without 
whoa sny talk: about peace i s an absurdity i s growing by each 
passing day* The vehic le towards our &oai i s the revolut ionary 
armed strcwsflsle which i s rac ing on today thanks to the people*s 
army,- tfeskhontc we Sizwe and i t s p o l i t i c a l umbrella the A2SC* 
The support of the l i b e r a t i o n movement and the i s o l a t i o n of the 
enemy axe therefore a subs tan t i a l cont r ibut ion t o the ef for t of 
e s t ab l i sh ing peace both in cur country and the -whole v o r H » 


