Wi ARE NOT ALONE

~ Pat Mafonma

We heaved a eigh of relief when we heard that the death
penglty on our Comrade James Mncedisi Marge had teen dropped.
We knew that he wag going to be reunited with his wife, Pauline
Dipuo Mange and their son. But when Justice Rampf saic that
Comrede Mange was going 1o serve 20 years = the whole atmos=-
poere changed.

The imperialists and their lackeys interpreted thig as a
ckange of heari on the part of the racists. We, however, Xnow
clearly that this is not the.case » especially with the reglme
which has, and ‘is still cnnt:.nuing tn .,hont down tnarged and
harmless demonstrators.

We noted as early as the day when the twelve comrades were
charged, that the classification of the charges ag 'treason’
meant the racisie were alming at imposing one or more death
gentencesg on the accused. But now, why has the death penalty
been commuted to 20 years? .
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The Botha~Malan regime hed learrt a lesson from the exew
cution of Comrade Solomon ¥ahlangu of how our people react to
the cold=blocded murder of their lreroes, So the fascists, seew
ing the current umcontrollable upsurge, Yrealised that
if what happened in Mamelodi after April 6 happens again in
Soweto, the situation will soon run cut of control.

On the c¢ther hand, one cannot fail to praise the consigt-
ent role played by mtematimal upim.un, especiallz.r tle United
Nations, in this caupaign. *

Imnediately after the passing ni the judgement, the inter-
national community, as ususl, ‘took up the protest call of the
African Maticnzl Congress. Protest demonstrations and picket
ting were freauently held outside the South African embassiee
in the Western countries. Imperialist govermments were preasu-
rised by progressive movements and the people of theireoutries
to intervene and save Comrade Mange from the gallows. - Some
governments in the West had aliready sent mﬁ&me.ea to Pretoria
'persuading' and ‘pressurising' Pretoris to revergse her deci-
sion, The UN also sent a message warning the Botha fascist

government not to repeat the Mahlangu tragedy, Posters of
WSAVE'THE LIFE OF JAMES nﬂm-' could be seen at every
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conspicuous position in the Western countries,

This, however, was not the first time that the interna-
tional pressure had saved the lives of our comrades frcm the
hands cf the Hitlerites, 1In 1961 the international support,
organised by the ther newly formed International Defence and
_Aid Fund, prevented . the Boers from plotting any fremed-up
charge against the Treason Trialists when it wes c¢lear that
the State cage was failing, Again, in 1963-64 the internation-
al presgure played a big role in saving the Rivonia Trialists
frem the gallows, Even in recent political triala, +he world
public opinion atill continues to help our arrested comrades
It was not the rercy on the part of the judge that Comrade Joe
Gezbi and 5 others had to be acquitted in the notorious FPre-
toria Twelve trial, Who on earth could expect that Comrades
Martin Hamokgadi and Mosima Segwale who were convicted of being
the head of the ANC underground network in Johanresburg and of
attempted murder of a policeman respectively, could receive
Jail termsa, considering alsc that Comrade Ramokgadi was a for-
mer Robben Island prisoner? 411 thisg happens, thanks to
international support.

When it comes to t he ‘campaign for the
release of all political prisoners, the world community, hasve
long ago started this campasign, The campaign f or tae
YRELEASE MANDELA, OUR LEADERS AND OTHER POLITICAL PRISON~
ERS" is ah old saying in many countrics, especizlly Britain
and Rethorlands. |



Ve have aleo witnmessed the kiGnapping of o omrudes
from cﬂ..her countries into South Africa by the Botha lawiess
regime, like the recsent cage of Emaraﬂe Victor ﬁatlc:u.. Who
can dery that the UN and the rest cf the world publiecopinion
plave*’ a major roleiin the release of such comrades? .

The peaceeloving international community has thrown all
its we,i.mt behind -our movement. These ave 'the people who give
us: £ood, ,clothing, wéapons, shelter,etc, These are also %he *

pecple  who ‘have isoclated f’re*orla pulitiqally,, m.ill'sa.rily, :
escnomicaily and ﬂtharwj.ge. '

Now, Compade . James: Mange is gtung ‘l;n serve 2 “f} gaax
hayd jail term, W2 must ‘remémber that what we are damanﬁ.mg
is mot a lighter sentence but the immediate and uncaditiﬂl;al
releass of all. PG..I.itlﬂdl priamrs. 0 _
¢ Bven when they aré in jail, our: ‘friends never fnrget“tﬁe
fate of our leaders and: patriots, While they continmously put
pressure or the Pretiria racists, they conaictently mally
aroupd our patriois,. giving them the hopour they deserve, Un
Jamazry 9y 19768 - an ANC delegatian led bty ocur Secretary~General,
Comrade Alfyed Bzo, aitended a ceremony at Amgterdam University
organiged by the Dutch Anti-Apartheid Movement, ﬂuppcrted by
the University Council, the Duteck Comprunisgt Parb:gr and othey
IJT%I‘E*HEHL organisstions at shdeh our leaders on Robben Isl.—.m&., .
(lomrade Govan Kbeki, was awarded an honorary doctoxate fa*- 1 nis
firm dedication to tie cazuse of freedop, |

. Pegcently . Comrade Pr&ai En* O.R. Tambo led 2 deiegﬂ‘tmn te
New Delhi to veceive, on behalf of Comrade Nelson Mandela, who
kas been refused. gmaalm by the hnera, the high..,st order - in
indiz, the Jawaharial Ne hr» i Award granted by the Indidn
govermment Lo Gmade Hanﬁel;a for' his outstanding contribution
to the-struggle for. the liberation of oux peuple amd mms—t
all forws of discrimination, .

‘We mvet never commit a migtake of wersmﬂsing the -
pwmf of- .the world opinion on the rac:tsts because we know that
the Boers, can defy internationzl opinion v ad: rice.. ‘Bere they
axe today,y, JAh Hmhia dqu,i te a pile of resolniichs by the TN
cilling and uﬁ'ﬂaﬁﬂg  Pretoriz o pull out of" ﬁm territory,
Again we- 33w for ourseives last year how the '.:.qlf;rc stg defied
the whole world in the. case of Comrade Solomen Mablangae Bat,

f %he other hand, we must note thal the Boers, no matter how

r&ﬁfiant they are, cannot stand.the total isolation of the Wiole
worlde Etren the treacherg of tre imperialists wh o

them despite w .o T 1'd “condesmation will not save them. ﬂf-
evers Backed by the frecedom~loving people of the wcflﬂ.
Pighti. o »eople will destroy zpartheid,
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