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PART 4

- Jimmy t/ilson

Pesidesg military service, tnere are other ways
in wiich civiliens (white civilians, in particular)
ere being drawn into Fotha's 'Total Strategy' web.

Civil Defe:ince units, manned by civilians, are
‘being estztlisied all over tiie country. So far over
TO00 such units have teen setv up. Their role is to
man essential services in times of emergency -~ such

as fire~fighting, emergency relief cervices etc.

Son:e industries — egpecially Tt :08e coneidered
as. stretegicelly importent - are forming white em-~
ployee comrcdo urits, with the intention not only
of protecting the inaustry against saltotage, but
glso of providing an internel force to put down any
rebellion on the part of the Ilack workforce.

The numlter of weapons in the heands of white
civiliens is growing rapidly. At the end of 1977
gbout 750,000 wintes had been issued with gun lice-

nces. By now the number must te near one million.

White gchoolchildren are being prepered for an
edulthood oif war. One of the sgubjects they are
taught is 'Youth Frevarednesgs', in which they are
given Jectures witi a strong militery btias. Also,
‘more and more schoolchildren are being incorporated
into tihe scliool cedet system under winich they are
given basic militery preparation, such as merching
drill etc. lLothe has also teen threstening to intro-
duce this school cedet system into Coloured and In-.
dian schools - a rrorosal which has met with strong
opposition from the Coloured and Indian communities.

The regime is using every conceivatle propa-
ganda means - newspsapers, magazines, radio, televi-
.8ion, t. e entertalinment media, schools and churches

- to psychologically prepare the South African pop~-
ulation for war. A quick flick through the pages of
any of the popular South African magezines and pap-
ers will reveal tinst pictures of weapons and sol-
diers are fast lecoming as popular, if not more
populer, than thé usual pic¢tures of hslf-nsked
women., - - D8~
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ngpﬂge heprenings
i As we said right at the beginning of this ser-
ies of articles -~ some strange tuings have Lbeen hap-

pening in our country recently. Thesge 'strange things'

are nothing more than the regime's preparations for
wer. Lotha's 'lTotal Stri.tegy' is rapidly engulfing
the whole country and creeping into every aspect of
South Africen sgoclety.

*uﬁ south African rullﬂg clese lLieas got a prob-
lem. o matter what strategies, mangeuvres, and
+r1cks they employ, the revolution Continues to loom
1Lrger and larger on the horizon 11ke & hot ball:
of TitTes verwned's uncompromiging 'pure apartheid!
arvnroach just made matiers worse. Vorster's 'detente!

approach only fooled t.ose wiho wanted to be fooled.
Even the machinationg of their powerful imperialisi
pllies are teginning to look like the sad, desperate,
attempts of a child to put together a complicated
broken toy.

As we have said - the rise to power of F. W.
Tetha is the coming into pley of the South Africean
ruling class' last card - its final desperste att-
empt to stop the ball of fire from coming eny closer.

Steving off revoluiion

TTTTThus the militarisation of the South African
regime'ds the ruling clique's last-ditch strategy.
By means of it they hope to stave off revolufion in
the following ways:

1) by the suppression of any internal uprising;

2) by the prevention of the entry of guerrilla
units into the country, the iszolation of the
gueryillas from the people, end the elimin-
ation of any guerrille units thet are op-
erating inside the country;

3) by the elimination of guerrillas in thelr
rear basges in neighbouring countriesy

4) by the intimidation into submission of
neighbtouring states by means of superior
military and economic power;

5) by the acceleration of the bantustan pro-
gramme in order to create btufier 'states!
between 'white South Africa' and the rev-
olutionary forces, and to give the war a
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'Eleck againet Elack' image;
6) by military, economic end diplomatic efforts
Ly, to prevent or %o reverse the revolutions in
&8 Zimbabwe, Namibia, Mozambique and Angola.

By trying to achiieye these objectives the re-
gime hopes to crecte a situation in which the revo-
lution cannot succeed. They hope that by sheer might
they can discourage the forces ranged againgt them,
and by so doling, buy the time they think is necess-
gry for their apartheid dream to fully unfold, thus
trving to eliminste what they see ag the contradic-
tiong which are ceusing ell their problems,

The ANC prepares
: Tor slmost two decades the ANC has seen, and
acted on the knowledge, that the goals laid out in
the Freedom Charter cannot be achieved without a
protracted armed struggle. It has teken into. eccount
the actual and potential strength of the enemy, and
it has devoted the last two decadeg to preparing it-
self politically, orgenisationally and militarily
in order to build the forces necegszary to sep, drain
and finally squeeze the life out of the enemy,

The regine's 'Total War' strategy and its rap-
id milifarisation comes as no surprise to the ANC,
We never believed that the enemy would spend much
time fussing around conference tables cnd fidgeting
about with comrromises unless it wag forced to do so
at the point of the people's spear.

HiEtDI%'ﬁ‘#q%E - =
wourld le nzive To believe that the enemy's

hAurried build-up of ite military capebilities isg
ginply & direct result of our preparations for armed
truggle. That is partly true. Bul in en important
genge the militerisation of the South African regime
is an inevitatle consequence of the very nature of
South African society and its history.

The rulers of South Africa cannot maintain a
bruotal system witanout the use of bvrutel means. But
brutelity breeds resistance., The only way South Af-
rica's rulers can bring en end to resistance would
be by bringing an end to the rrutal svetem. But to
do go would mean bringing an end to tiheir own rule.
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No ruling class in the history of the human species
has ever brought an end to its own rule.

For those who might tremble at tl.e growing
might of the South Africen militery machine -~ at
the seemingly impressive facts and figures this ser-
ies of articles has outlined - it is important to
remember that the very fact that the South African
reglme is following an inevitable path is an indi-
cation of the fact that it is falling into a trap
laid for it by history - & trap which many great
powers (greater even than Botha's 'Total War' mach-
ine) have fallen into.

History gives us many examples of the failure
of militery might to crush people's revolution,

The great French army, with cerntvries of war-
fzre exXperience behind it, and & huge srmaments in-
dugvry of its own, could not hold tasck the liberas-—
tion of the Algerian people. The sophigticated Bat-
igta military machire, backed by jAmerican imperia-
lism, could not stop the total literation of the
Cuban peoples The brutel Portuguese army of Salagzar
and Caetano pould not, desgpite yesrs of oppression
and massacre, turn back the tide of revolution in :
Mozambigue, fingola and Guinea Fisssu. g

The highly=-trained and equipped army of the o
Shah of lranf despite the supvort of Americen ad-
visors, basel and equipment, was turned into a flee-~
ing raebble uhder the weight of the revolutionary
anger of the| Irenisn people,.armed only with the
mosSt bagic off equipment and virtually no training.
ot long egol we saw another friend of imperialism -~

Somoza - ing home to his masters, leaving his
country in the hands of its rightful owners.

And theft grectest of economic end militery
imperialist jpowers - the USA - which spent millions

of deollars

dey on the Vietnam war, =nd dropped
mole bomkbts

that heroic country than were dropped
during the ole of the Second World Var, wes sent
yelping homel like a whipped dog by the sheer poli~
t%ﬁ&l will end determination of the Vietnamese peo~
pLe.

Nacists on the run

These are ngt just encouraging stories of events
that took pTace in other countries, at other times.

3]




We've seen our own oppressors marching with typicsal
yecist bravado into Angola, only to turn tail and

n home in the face of the united Angolan pemple.

And even closer to home we can already see

the glaring weaknesses of the racistBE' milifary
mechine, A large part of the regime's current mil-
itary prepfrutlmxs and activity heaeve Teen ﬂlrecte&
towards countering the guerrills forces of SVAPO in
Nemnibia. The introduction of new military unita,
the production and purchesing of new weapons, the
ircreasing involvement nf civiliang in the militery,
the attenrnt to “win the hearts end minds" of the
peaple, the growing use of Elacks in tiie SATF -
gll thege heve leen put into play in Nemitia. Tet
every day brings new evidence that SVATPQO ig in-
creasing its foothold in ¥Mamibia, that it is strik-
ing heavier and heavier Llows ageinst the enemy.
In short - despite the "CGrand Sty ategy' of Lotha ~
Sl APO's armed struggle is moving rapidly zlong the
peth to liberation.

ég@lisls auﬁ.ﬁchon "
¥ 18 u.ig so? Vhy is militery might no pgua-

IEHtEE of the defeat ol revelution? ¥hy hzve the
greatest militarv and economic powers of the world
feiled to stop the fregdom struggles of peoples all
over the world, armed only with the moe: basic of
equipment end with minimum ﬂarpawer? ¥ly can't
bovha's ’mthtH militery mechine put & gwift and
sharp end to SWAPO in Tamibia? Vhy in cur own
gstrugrsle do we say 'Vigtory 18 certein' no matter
how powerful tl.e enemyf
A1) of usg exre Tamliliar with the general prin-

ciples goveining struggle btetween the materitlly
weak oppressed and thefmaterially strong oppressor.
Whet ies impoxrtent is tp understend the wurking out
of these principles in! the concrete South African
gituation. Such an undprstending will throw light
on the direction in wﬁgch the militarisation of

he South Africcn regihe is leading. It will make
clear the netiure of the trap the Eotha clique is
welking into. lost importently - it will show us
where and how we must pet, for elthough the de-
velopment of istory is inev1t&bie, its precise
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course and ternpo depends on orgaenised forces like
ourselves making the correct analysis and engaging
in the correct actions at the correct time.

Potha is tuilding e huge edifice on very shaky
foundations. The bigger the edifice trecocmes the more
the foundations tremble. In the final pert of our
series of articles we will take a closer look at
where the regime's militarisation stretegy is lead-
ing it. We will look at some of the weaknesses and
loopholeg in the racist fortress wiich point the
way to plecing our own people in tle long 1ist of
heroic peoples who have dealt desth blows to the
once mighty bastions of resction tlhiroughout this
ever-progressing world of ours.

To be continued..eo

””?E PELSPECTIVE 1IN SOUTH AFRICA IS5 QUITE
CLE n- IT IS CONE OF A NOUHTING OFFRISIVE
BY THE MHASSES OF OUR PEOPLE WAGIIG POLI-
TICAL, ECOROMIC AND MILTITARY BATTLES

THERE IS NO WAY IK WHICH THE ENELY Gﬁm
STOP THIS, ' BUT WE EINOW THAT THE RACISTS
WILL SEEX TO EXACT A HIGH TOLL IX¥ THEE
LIVES OF OUn PEOCPLE, ALL SHE MANCEUVRING
THAT HE IS ENGAGED I¥ IS INTZHDED TO IXNC-
AEASE H1IS MURDEROUS POWER TO SLOW DOWH
OU: PROGEESS TO VICTORY,

YET VICTORY IS CERTAIN',
~ COLRADE 'PRESIDENT O.R. TALBO -
-.-.T-—-.— - s
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in addresa!tn %th Non=-Aligned Conference.
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