- Max Hoabil

'"The importance of the Wankie operations lies
in the fact thet these operetions ~ VWankie campa-
irzn —cornstitute a c¢lear expression of the Jjoint®
efforts of two oppressed peorles to liberate them—
celves by force of arms from the oppresgive white
minority regimes of - Salisbury and Pretoria which
e¢njov the all-round support of western imperialism.

The ALNC=ZAPU alliance of the lste gixties,
vvhich gave politico~-military leadership to the
vankie cempaignsg 1s itself a concrefe expression
cf the historic and freternal tieg that exigt
Letween the Zimbabwean and South African peoples,
g0 that to speak of the struggle of the peorle of
Couth Africe is to speak of the struggle of the -
weoples of Zimbabwe, and theit of cother people of

ou4r region.

' The Ievﬂlutlﬂﬂary struggle of the oppressed
but embattled pecple of our couniry, under tihe
tested leadership of the African Tatlional Congress
started 67 years ago. Thig struggle, like that of
the oppressed masses of the peoplec of Zimbabwe

#nd Mamibise under the leadershlp of th91r vanguaxd
orgnnisations,~the Patriotic Front and SWAPO reg-
vectively - hat as its strategic abgective -~ the
total liguidation of the Botha regime, for genuine
in@ependence and for the establishment in South
Africa of a popular and democratic govermment .,

- The congistent effoxts in struggle of both ows
- organigationg ~ one of the Africen National Cong- |
regsg of South Africa born in January, 1912, and
the other, under the same name, the African
Hatidénal Gnngresa of ithodegia, "formed in 1924, now
- Z7APU, entered a new phace with the opening of
3ﬂ1aEhEE between the Tuthuli ¥X Detachment in -
alliance with ZAPU fighters agesinst the combined
Thodesian security fmrcea and the South African
fascist troops in Wankie and Sipolilo in tke FBast,
. Thege campaigns have gone down in the arnrals of the
- higtory of the liberagtion struggie of our regpect-
ive pecplesg ag one of the most outstanding feats
‘of heroic patriotism and commitment to the just
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cauge of our peoples.
. The long-standicg ties of trad tional strug-
gle and political cooperation between our organi-~
sationsand peoples, saw, with thege clashes, the
introduction of jeoint operations in the military
field: i.e. the introcduction of a common revolu-
tionary strategy to counter the then imperialigt
backed Unhely Alliance between Pretoris, Salig-
bury and Lisgbon,
it muet be ssid here that it had bzcome clear
long before 1967 that the fiscist whit: minority
regimes that oppress our peopleg could be ddslo-
dged only by violent meansg and not through psrlis-
mentery discuvssione and negotiations. Thus on the
16th of December, as far back ag 1961, through a
decigion of the Hetiorel Executive Committes, the
highest organ of the African Fationel Congre = = U
Yhonte we Sizwe - wacfornedthe srmed wing of the
people, ZAPY by 1967 had lorng worked on the forma-
tion end mﬂuldlﬁg of itd armed forces.
~ Once the decision to-commit both forces into
battle wag taker, preper-tiong for confrontation
began, The joixt AF¥C-ZAPU forces srent long peridio
of time in reconnoitering the operatlio.el sree and
aubsequently bases were set up. At each bage hide~
outs and svorage places were prepared. Affter inte-
- neive trairing snd adequste preparation, the first.
unit of theluthulii Detechment moved in., The jodint
. forces confronted and routed the enemy in many
parts of Zimbabwe which included the Zambegi valley,
North Matebelelard , Bulswayo, the Wenkie game
reserve &nd the whole area beitween Victoris fells
and the kariba dam. The effect of thesge operations
reverberated not only in Southern Africe but throu-
ghout the world. Even the limited accounte given
by the enemy testified to the incredible and magni-
ficent fighting calibre, heroism and courage dis-
pleyed by our men. 1n recoghition of their wvalour
the enemy baptised'them ag "the Black Commandogh.
Lt could not be otherwisge for the Tuthuli De-
tachment consisted of men of exceptional quslities,
whoge brilliant perfomance wasg shown in various
battles, DBesides they were well armed and prepered
to make the supreme sacrifice for national and
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cocial independence, if need b=. This was, ebove
all, & revolutionary detachment spurxed on by
ebgolute dedication to the lofty ideals of freedom.

| The entire force fought with the determination
end will that shocked the enemy and struck fear
irto his renks., A thodegian army ofificer was
forced to comment that "the attackers were very
ageressive and their morale wag very highV.
Anongst those who excelled, to neme but & few out
of & long list of brilliesut fighters, are:

DETMAS SIBARYOII: A light mechineguanner who
~ halted the advence of & Rhodesian Africen
Rifle's Platoon sirgle-handedly &nd never
withdrew until he was killed by helicorter
fire,

JAFES TASININI: Who mortallywounded fought like
a lion and covered the retreat of his comra-
des until he wag killed.

TAUL  PEVEGSEY: Who single-handedly fought the
enemy refusing to surrender until he was
"killed,

How best can wc honour their memory? 3By eaqui-
ping ourselves better politicelly, militarily and
techrnically for the long and ardovs battles sehead,
by fulfilling our daily tasks both as individuals
erd as a collective so as t0 ensurce the conplete
dismantlement of that oppressive and hated system
tinet hes kept our people for so long vnder colo-
nizl bondage in their own country. By so doing,
we will not only be giving the best honour to
thege gallantsand heroeg but will also be coutri-
butirg positively towards brirging nearer the deay
of freeadom.

We also remember the exemplary stand of
comrades like Bert Tamene, IFreddie Iinisi, Peter
Tladi, Kenneth Fkomo, Alfred Scott end others who
whilst captured and imprisoned in South Africs,
Zimbabwe and Botswana, remeined end still remain
firm and loyal to the just cause of our peorle.

Today ag we commemorate Wenkie Day, we pay
tribute to the lasting memory of all the heroes and

martyrs of the South African and Zimbabween revolu-
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tiong; to gtalwarts like Vuyisile M¥ini, Bram
Fischer, J.B. Marksg, Moses Kotane, Solomor kahla-
ngu, in Zimbabwe to J.Z. lloye, J. Dube, Nikita
Mengensa and meny others.

Our peopler will forever cherish the memory
of these stalwarts and herogs, their besgt soas
and deughters, who so generously shed their blood
for the liberation of our Motherlandg, Theirblood
was not shed in vain., It has undoubtedly laid. the
foundation for the construction of & new Zimbhabwe
and South Africa free from raciel discrimination,
fascist oppression and the exploitation of men by
marn, for & democratic and Ifree Zimbabwe and Scuth .
Africe, where there shell be & house, bread, emp=-
lovment, peece and¢ gocial progress fur all.,

mhanbs to the counsistent efforts of the libe-
ration forces of our region, thé face of Southern
Africa has chenged radicelly. In Huzambique and
Angola, true bulwark of revolution in Africa, the
national liberation forces have genuine and relic—
ble bases of supporit. ¥ngola and Hogambigue cont-~
ribute concretely towards the national liberstion
and liguidation of col@aislism, raciem, apartheid
and all forms of oppregsgion in our continent. It
is therefore in the begt intereigtes of the oppressed
peopleg and the entire progressive humanity fo
defend and work for the consolidation of the |
Angolan end Mozambican swrevolutions, -

.. In Zimbabwe the Forces of liberation as led by
the Patriotic Front have scored significant viéto- -
ries, - Armed struggle in that ﬁhgntr hags intengi-
fied and ZIPRA-ZNLA forces, the # Joint comnand of
the Patriotic Front have continted to engage the
enemy in well over two-thirds of the’ territory.

The control of the Muzorewa-Smith forces is limited
to strategic strong points jn the country-~side axd
the cities only. Running eway from the barbaric -
represgion of the Huzorews regime, the people,-
young men eand women, as well as in response to the
call . of the Patrlﬂtlc Pront, are swelling the
ranks of ZIPRA-ZNLA by their thousands. NWothing
"short of politico - mllltary defeat of the Kuzore-
wa-Smith regime, by the Patriotic Front will res~
tore the fundamentel rights of the Zimbabwean
penple leadlng to uh&lr cmm@lete 11berat1nn._

o




In South Africa, the later years following
Wankie have sgeen growing militancy by 8ll sectiouns
0f the oppresced, To the militent strikes aond
politiceael battles waged by the black working class
in alliance with students, working youth, and
revolutionery intellectusls that have rocked the
country, has bheen added the devagtating bloweg of
%% units. The working clage which hes cunsistently
and courageously fought against aparthied ig find~
i:g rnew weys of inteunsifying the struggle for
riec.tiorel and gsocial independence,

Dispite the reign of terror unleached by the
f-gscists, our people continue to fight the regime,
Threats, arrest of cadreg, torture, imprisonment,
brnning orders and death itgelf cannot stop the
merch to freedom, Our struggle isg just and it is
intengifyving on all fronts., The successful opera-
tions carried out by our forces, tiae forces of the
reoplels army against the Botha' racist troops and
police in Goch Street Umlagzi, Durban, Louisg Tri~-
chardt, hﬂrthennLranﬁvaal Zeerugt, Rustenburg and
Aately against the Koroka police gtetion in Soweto
b2ar witnegs to that fact; the fzct that the sﬁrugr
gle ig intensifying on all fronte, _ _

Today combatents of the People's Army enter
t%e theatre of war with.twelve years e: perience i

Wenkie, with the enthisiesm of the first day of
bhttle, 13th of August, 1967, 1ﬂsplred by the un- -
equelled heroism and example of “he Imthuli Detach- !
ment path-blazers, prepazred end equipped tﬂ carry :
out even higner fests of valour,

While at the seme time our nrganlsﬂtlnn, _
working under extremely difficul} conditions of
fageiet reprecsgion, continuesgto politicise and
nobilise the mess of the people, mll oppregsed,
snti-fascist and anti-racist sectors, so that they
can p&rilclpate conacienciougly on the side of the

revolution in & broad demccratic front.

Unity in setion ig bheing forged at 8ll levels.
g:1d the enemy is being confronted as never before.
And more than at any other time before, our organi-~
getion and people, firmly united to the heroic k
peoples of Zlmbabwe and*ﬂﬂmlbla, who under the

banners of the Patriotic Front and SWAPO, fight
81rms in hand for national independence 2nd Free
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dom ageingt combined South African and Rhodesgien
fagelst regimes, For il there 18 any people inte-
rested in the final defest of imperialisgm, 811 its
vestiges, and the laest remaining fascist minority
regimeg in our regions, it is the South African
people, whose very exictence is locked in & life
and death struggle againsgt the apartheid monster
thatv prevents Africa from reaching her cherished
goal ~ i.e. the liquidation of colonielisn, f&ﬁclsm,
imperialism and the attainment of complete indepeii-
dence and freedomn,
| If it ig true thet Wenkie did not achieve its
prime gosl - that of carving the way home through
Zimbabwe; Wankie served and cortinuesto serve ag
g mobilising factor and clarion-c&ll amorgst the
oprressed to take up arms agtluat tneir oppressorg,
HYankie further proved that it is possible to fight
and defeat the joint South African and Rhodegisn
racist troops, for our men routed the enemy land
forces a2t every encounter forcing them fto rescrt o
their highly sophisticaeted sirplanes &nd embark on
the strefing by bombe of the entire aress. The
fageist South African Defence Porce hag, gince then
embarkaed Onalong term programme of modernization
and glisndardization of iis defence force's airwing,
This programme has been stepped up o such an
extent that it relies absgolutely on the air-force,
Arid if we bresk their back in the air they will
have no leg o stand on. Ve are not by any mesns
trying to underestimete {the enemy. CFroper assesgs-
ment &t all stages must be mede,

The fight before us, comrades,we know, ‘will be
long , bitter and ardous, but it muet bhe fuught
We, militants of the ANC and combatants of Umkhontoe
we Sizweshave the complete conviction that there
can be no other out-come other then victoxry for
the oppressed over the forces of reaction and
counter~revelution: that Soutih Africe will be free
gs & result of the eiforts of her own pecple, witn
the militant soliderity of progressive Africe, the
gocialist cemp ancd the world,
- And it ie for this reason that from Hankle,
ooweto to Pretoria the struggie for renple g powerw
continues and victory i% certain.
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