
TIE J3ATTLE „FOH_ .SOUTH J^RlCk _IS Jffl£ 

Recently, P.W. Botha told the world that South Africa 
was already in the midst of the Third V/orld War. 'Whether or 
not that is the case remains to be seen. We are not war­
mongers. We do not want to involve the world in a major war. 
Wo are not fighting to protect privileges or to show off our 
ni&ht. We are fi/jhtin̂  a just war of liberation. Nevertheless 
Botha's statement underlines the fact that that liberation 
war is on. 

More and more frequently, the racists are forced to admit 
to the intensifying activity of the African National Congress 
and tJffikbonto v;e Sizwe inside the country. They have stopped 
boasting that they have ••'broken the back of the ASCJI. 

Since Umkhonto we Sizwe was formed in 1961, we have had 
to work our way through many years of adverse conditions and 
setbacks. But gradually and irrevocably we are entering: a 
period of sustained assault on the apartheid regime. Particu­
larly since 1976, the activities of Kg inside the country have 
escalated dramatically. 

In this month in which we celebrate the anniversary of 
the formation of Umkhonto we Sizwe in this Year of the Spear, 
we publish a list of armed actions that have occured inside the 
country since 1976. The list is incomplete because not all 
incidents are reported. Those that arc made public are report­
ed c,ccordin('; to the regime's version of then, and the regime 
is & lv/ays keen to plr-cd our movement in a bad li^ht no matter 
how successful the operation. 

Nevertheless, we publish this list as an indication of 
the development of our armed struggle. It shows clearly that 
the Battle for South Africa is undoubtedly on. 

19 March 157.6s Hundreds of A_;C pamphlets were scattered out­
side the offices of the Hand Daily ilail in Main street, Joha­
nnesburg, v/hci'i a pamphlet bomb exploded nc::t to the building. 

• 

9 July 1976: Two pamphlet bombs exploded in the midst of rush-
hour crowds at Johannesburg Station. 

October 1^7^: ^ ̂ oa^ exploded at Jabulani police station in 
Soweto. ' 

30 November 1976: Two policemen were injured when four combat-o. 
ants of the African National Congress they had apprehended.%in «$; 
the Eastern Transvaal escaped by throwing a hand-grenade 'into| 

;the cab of a police vehicle. ^ojrV 
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&j December 1976: Pamphlet bombs exploded in the centre of 
Cape Town scattering hundreds of AUG leaflets. The bombs 
exploded inoreeranarket Square and on the Parade. 

up. December 1976* A pamphlet bomb exploded during the evening 
rush hour at "the Ilcubray buu terminal in Cape Town. 

fc'January 1977'- A bonb exploded on a railway line near* Soveto. 

15 Juno 1977s A clash occurred in Goch Street, Johannes-
r.fcurg in which two whites were killed after three MK combatants 
Vore accosted during a routine police check. 

IS June 1977" Two bombs exploded or. railway liiiec in Sov/eto. 

3/3 Junjg J-.9J.7.- A bo:ab blasted the Durban-Umlazi railway line, 
•disrupting rail traffic for seven hours, 

ttAuffust 1977 s Two pamphlet bombs exploded in the centre of 
lfc.pe-.Town during lunch hour. The bombs went off in the Green-
vrke.t Square and at the corner of Bur^; and Strand streets, 
.inch, hour shoppers and traffic stopped as tha leaflets fell 

J. to the ground. At the same time a banner reading :,The AHC 
'LrVves" was seen hanging from :he top ctorey of the Parkade in 
• Strand street. It was left hanging la full view of hundreds 
:of passers-by for about 25 minutes before the metal clasp 
;{he>ldin£ it fast to an iron railing was sawn by police. 
&& 

26 SeptembermJ33Jt Two security policemen - a major and a 
sergeant - were wounded in a gun battle with a guerrilla in 
Dobsonville. 

goyember 1077 s h to6k - "bo1:WCuU guerrillas and police 
near Pongola. * 

..fr December 1977 s A bomb explosion took place at the Germiston 
-police station in the early hours of the morning. Extensive 
damage costing thousands of rands was caused to the station and 

Ho vehicles parked in the area. The explosion was heard 16 
kilometres away. 

February lffTB* Police end guerrillas clashed near the Swaziland 
border. Two policemen were killed. Police Minister, Kruger, 
3?.ys there have been other undisclosed battles like this in 
the Eastern Transvaal. 
- ' < * 

18 February 19,7,6; A 2,5 kg bomb was found and defused fifteen 
minutes before it was due to explode in the basemeWr-CT"*ttie 
22-storey Bosman building in central Johannesburg, 
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21 February 1 ^ 8 ; A BOSS agent - Bhekithemba I la. - was 
found shot dead in his car at Uialazi, 

22 Februexy 1976s A tomb exploded at the Daveyton police 
station near Benoni, 

10 VSaxch 1978: A.bomb exploded outside the Port Elizabeth 
Bantu Affairs Administration Board* 

April 1978: Abel Mthembu, former member of the African Na­
tional Congress, who gave evidence in many AHC trials, start-/; 
ing tetm the P d v o n i z trial of 1964 up to the Pretoria 12 trial", 
of 1977/73. was gunned down at his Dube home in Boweto. :"{%-• 

26__June_1973; Orphan "Hlubi11 Chapi, a black police sergeant 
who tool: part in the shooting of schoolchildren in Soweto during 
the 1975 uprisings, was gunned down in the yard of his Rock- "'*-. 
ville home in Soweto, 

• --. 

August lg78s An IK unit was forced into action against the • 
regime's 'Elite Task Force' and counter insurgency units assi-
sted by units of the Bophuthatswana National Guaru, • The battle 
took place near Itustenburg, 75 Eiiles from Pretoria. It lasted . 
for many hours during which the enemy used planes and helicop- . 
ters and saturated the area with gunfire, napalia, defoliantc : 

and teorgas. It was reported that 10 members of the Task Force 
were killed and that the M u n i t took successful evasive 
action, losing one cadre captured. 

. • -

10 September 197.3s Leonard i&osi, former member of the AHC ' 
who turned" hi3 back on his people and joined the ranks of the 
enemy, giving evidence against many combatants of IK, was gun­
ned down whilst in bed at his Kwa^-Mashu home near T)urban. 

October 1978s A major clash between guerrillas and police took 
place in an area between Vryburg and Mafeking, about 300 kilo­
metres from Johannesburg. 

27.dotober 1973: 3 guerrillas clashed with security forces in 
Bophuthatswana, ' 

3.0_ October 1970s In st- clash between three guerrillas and 
police about 50 km west of Louis Trichardt, a police sergeant 
was seriously wounded, while the guerrillas escaped. 

• ... . - - . - : . 

November 1978; A police patrol despatched to investigate the •' 
presence of l!terrorists" i n the Mara district of Northern Era--. 
nsvaal wa3 taken by complete surprise in a successful ambush.> 

• • • - - • i , . 
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2 November 1978: A fairs in the Tshipisa area was attacked by 
ân armed. nan, and the owner of the fam wounded. 

- * . • 

•ftp. j[°J?le?_be,r. lp.7fts There was an explosion in the guards van of 
r. trail* near Pretoria* The bomb was believed to be in a nail-
bag, and it destroyed vc4JL and dainaged the van. 

7 December lp7C: The house of a security policeman in Sebokeng 
was petrol-bombed, 

7 December 1978 s A bonb blasted the old Urban Bantu Council 
Chambers in Soueto, which currently houses the Soweto Community 
Council• 

i 

16 December 1978: The railway line between Berlin fin»S Fort 
rJackson in tho Eastern Cane was sabotaged by a bomb blast, 

1J January 1979 s A gun battle took place between police and 
.errillao in the Derdepoort area, 

:8 January 1979 ̂  Two guerrillas escaped froa prison cells in 
>sburg abducting a black.police constable. 

?20 Januoxy JLffffis A bomb exploded near New Canada station on 
•the rail route to Johannesburg. 

22 January I??/,' An explosion oc cured on the Johannesburg-
>weto railway line, 

4 January 1979' An uncxploded bomb war> found near Pierie 
tation- in the- Eastern Capav 

i January 1979 s Three men approached an employee .of the 
au of State 'Security as he sat in his car in Ualasi and 

hot hiti dead, 

^21 March 1979' A Verecniging security policeman was shot in 
" qkong. He was shot three times in the arm, face and stomach 
three people who escaped afterwards. 

February 1979* A black police sergeant stationed at John 
brster Square was killed,' 

jf4..March 1979s A land-mine exploded on the SA/Mozaabique border. 

E g April 1979 s An uncxploded bomb was found on the railway .. • 
•vline between Vereoniging and Johannesburg. 
i^*' % 

jJL 1979 s 5 kilograms of ezcplosives were found on the 
.Iway lino between Hancefield and KLiptown stations, near 

Soweto. The r a i l was closed between 7»30 aus and lOjJDQ-ajn 
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while the explosives were "being removed. 

1 May. 1979-: Hundreds of South African Communist Party pamphle 
were distributed at different points around the centre of Joha^.' 
nne3bur:;« The pamphlets were also distributed at a crowded 
bus stop neox Faraday station, "Jestgate station, on the corn© 
of Bxee and 3auer otreet3 and in Liagonal and Hook streets. 
All these arecs were crowded with coranuters. '.;J™ 

1 llp<y__12J2_: 3ACP pcu^hlets entitled <rv7hy they tevfcc the Commu^f 
nists", printed in English and Afrikaans, were distributed itf-ftp 
various parte of Durban including the Warwick Avenue Indian ;•$% 
business are.-1, at the busy African railway ccHviuter station atji* 
Dalton and in strategic place a in the Kwa-Iiashu and Unlasi -̂  ; 
African to;.asliips« 

]) nay 1979? Tliree combatants of MX attached the x;oroI:a police 
station, killing one policeiran, injuria; two and destroying 
the police records. 

I lay 1979 s ' A bomb e:r:loded at the Daveyton police station 
near Benoni which blasted a hole in the station, caused the 
death of a block police constable and destroyed police records 
stored there. 

15 Hay 1979g A fool tender was derailed between Durban .and j 
Stsnger. Three of the derailed trucks caught fiie., destioyi 
80,000 litron of petrol. 

15 llaY. 1979^ A powerful briefcase bomb exploded in an office 
in the Supreme Court in Ca"oe Tovn at lunch tirr.e. 

2.2 July 1979 s Two forestry officials were wounded in a shoo-
out in the Jtrakensberg. The incident occured in the tfdedema '.' 
Gorge, new Cathedral Peri: after five forestry officials 
encountered two men in the area. •:.i 

5 August 197?s A petrol bomb was thrown at a patrol car at 
3pecd trap near Apie3 river. The inspectors naming the tra; 
v:ere ariazed to see a bottle of petrol burning ne:ct to the car' 
after hearing a bump on the roof. A man was seen disappear! 
into the bush. 

September 19,79: Hundreds of pamphlets, which consisted of-; 
at least four varieties and with quotes of South African 
loaders ̂ ^ • ^ • • • • • • • • • t t ^ ^ - ^ P ^ ^ ' - d shortly 
before lunch 'time on the corncr3 of Hoek and Itoord streets f̂l 
near the Johannesburg railway station. 
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iupptember 197?* More than a thousand pamphlets were dropped 
.Sailer Street* The pamphlets showed pictures of the Presi-
ht^Qf ..Cuba, comrade Pidel Castro as well a3 of President 
;Qsj"inho He to and Dr. Yusuf Dadoo, Chairman of the South 
rican Communist Party and Vice-Chairman of the A2TC's Revolu-
loriary Council, shs&i&c hands in Luanda. The pamphlets were 
striated to comiaeianorate Dr. Dadoo's 70th birthday. People 
the streets below scrambled to pick up the pamphlets as 

i$hay fluttered down. Ilany people geve them to passing motori­
sts. 

i 

• 2 ."Toveraber 197? s Orlando police station in Sov/eto was attack­
ed by a group of guerrillas* Two black policemen were -killed 
and one wounded. The police station was extensively damaged. 
iThe guerrillas escaped despite an intensive police search. 

-— 

-

"V/E IN THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS DO NOT IMAGINE 
' THAT THE DEFEAT OF IMPERIALISM IN SOUTHERN AFRICA -
' WILL BE QUICK OR EASY. WJ3 REALISE IT WILL BE LONG-
DRAWN AND BLOODY. BUT WE ARE CONFIDENT OF THE FINAL 

.:• OUTCOME. AS OUR FORCES DRIVE DEEPER INTO THE SOUTH, 
'WE HAVE NO DOUBT THAT THEY WILL 3E JOINED NOT BY SOME, 
BUT m Ti!S WHOLE AFRICAN NATION; BY TBS OPPRESSED 
•MINORITIES, THE INDIAN AMD COLOURED PEOPLE: AND BY 

• -AN INCREASING NUMBER OF WHITE DEMOCRATS. 

"••TOWARDS THIS VICTORY WE WILL FIGHT TO THE BITTER 
END". 

- COMRADE PRESIDENT O.K. TAKBO -

' 
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