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“SEGCURITY” LAWS GOVER
POLICE ACTIVITIES

2U=CALLED SECURITY laws rushed
througn the South African Farlia-
wnt year after year already give
:ne Minieter of Justioe and bis
wlitical police almost all the
pwar thney neead to silence thos
o too vigurously ops0Be toe

newes upars. Hut toerea were some
rastraints. Uwntil the suspension
warly tois year of toe Yu=day
detention clause of tne 1903
Generul Law Amendment ACt, a pears=
BON SUuspdctesd o0l Babotage could
D8 ODeld #itiout triual for long
poriods in solitary cond'ipewent.
Put taoe terms of the clause made
it mocessary to nave,; evean remocte=
ly, some suspicion that tne
detuinee gad knowledge of or
migat be invelved in sabotage
activitiaos. Also; news of nis
arrest could be puonlisused and oe
Was 110t usually allowed to vandsn
forgotten into some police cell.
A radical opponent of toe
Guvernmant could be silenced, but
to do tnis it was pnacessary to
ban bim, This may pot seew very
difficult whnen all that is necess-
ary is a Ministerial signature
under sowe sueets of duplicated
typpescript. But bannings raise
proteste and Danoed pecple need
to be watcned:. Now, Dowever,
tue last restruaints LAve KON,
Uileg New anendmeant to the Sugpyress-=
ion of Cowpmziaism Act snables tne
Finister to start unother list,;
this time of people wWuUosEe state-
wenktks may not be publispned in
Soutn Africa. Sucn people mignt
De an auwboarrassment if toey were
consigned to tae twiligbt exist-
ence of a panned UnN-yErson. Hut
a Government experienced in devious
ways of silepncling ite opposition
gas Found a simple answer Lo i1ts
problem, Sooun, auagy statoement
Dy &4 person Wuose views in btuis
country are regirudd as radical

will sat off wun anxious scanning
of lists by newspaper sub=editors.
Even more anxious will be toeir
reception of information concern=-
ing any asctivity involving the
political police. It will now be
an offence, carrying penalties
of a neavy fine and/or up to seven
yeours in prison to reveal (by
publication or by the passing on
of intormation to anotner person),
what the police are doing to
people toey consider soemips of
the Government and its race-sdted
fantasy of apartoeid.

Tais comforting curtain bas been
drawn over thne activities of the
political police by a Blight amend-=
ment to tne Ufficial Secrets Act.
And ancther amendwent, this time
to the Criminal Procedure amend-
ment Act gives an ominous indicat-
ion of woat may oappen benind toe
curtain.

Toe Minister of Justice nas now
bean given tne power to detain
"State witnesses" in certain
cases woicn include, not only
alleged sabutage, out also con-
spiracy, incitement and charges
under tneé Suppression of Commanl sm
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Can Contact
Survive?

LAST MUNTH WE said we neaded
munay badly if we were to
produce une wmore issue. Weall,
Wé are still nere, But our
financial positiun remains
desperate and, wnile we wish
to express ovur gratitude for
SUppOort ulready received, we
need a great deal more.

Fleuse send your donumtion to

Lud Mallager, P.0. Box 1979,

Capa Tuwm.
__'“ n— |
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Act. Tois amendment is, in fact,
a more drustic versionm of tone sus-
pended 90-day clause. When it was
debated in Parliament it became
apparent that a "witness" could
be detained before a case had been
prepared or anyone charged. AS
unaer W-days, he will be removed
from tne protection of the courts,
he cannot see a lawyer and no one
outside will nave access to oim.
Tonere have been allegations
enough of bad treatment oif 50-
duy detainees to cause concern
over what will happen to peocple
held as "witnesses" under l80-day
detention. In addition, these
detainees need not be suspected
ot knowing anytning about sabotage.
They can be questioned on the
movements of banned people; or on
the activities of legitimute pol-
itical organisatiovns; they need
not know how toneir information
will be used or aguinst whom.

Using the protection of the
official Becrets Act, political
police will be able to woisk
them quietly away from thelir bomes
and their work. They will vanish
and no one will be able to say
where they have gone. When they
are released montns will have
been plucked from their lives and
their loss and their suffering
will pe obscured and forgotten
in the fog that is now completely
enveloping this police state.

| Long View

by Alan Paton

Defence and Aid

THE BANNING OF Mr. David Craighead,
the deportation with ten days'
notice of Mr. John Blundell, and
the decision of the Dutch Govern-
ment to donate R20,000 to Defence
and Ald, has foocussed attention

on tnis organisation. Tonis is

the time to remind people what
Defence and Aid is, and what it
stands for, but before I do that
let me thank David Craighead and
J obn Blundell for their work on
behalf of justice and political
prisopers, and wish the Blundells
on behalf of the Liberal Party,
and many other pecple also, all
good things for the future.

Luckily it is not my duty to
attack or defend the Dutch Govern-
ment. But one can derive a little
pleasure from the fury of DLE
PURGER and DIE TRANSVALER. Let
them writhe.

Is it true, as these and other
papers allege, tha. the Dutch
Government and Deferce and Aid
want to see subversive action,
and that they encourage it by
providing defence? 1 consider the
allegation quite laughable.

Do people commit sabotage, and
&o abroad for military tralning,
and contimue politiecal activity
after their organisations have
been banned, because they have a
hope that they will be defended
in the courts? I cannot believe
it. They do these things for far
deeper reasons, over wnich a
Defence and Aid Committee Das no
control at all.
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an offence by defending political
prisoners? Legally, no. 1Is it
perhaps committing a moral offence?
Some people say, yes. These are
the people who do not want a man
defended if tne offence with which
he is charged is repugnant to
them., They say that if a man is
charged with sabotage, then

simply let bim not be defended.
One cannot pay attention to uvhe
views of such people,

I have been closely connacted
with Defence & Aid for many years.
It so happens that all Defence &
Ald Committees nDave been over-
whelmingly composed of people to
the right of those conarged with
Oftf'ences. [
true until 1964, when some members
of the Liberal Farty were charged
with sabotage). This fact is
interesting, and there are profou=
nd psychological reasons for it,
into which I cannot enter now.

But it caused hysterical newsepapers
and hysterical persons to call the

pefence & Aid Conmittees catspavws

of the Communiste, and fellow-
travellers, and "unwitting" dupes,
and a good deal else. Therefore
I ask the guestion why Defence &
Ald does the work it does, and
why pecple came forward to do 1it,
and what their attitude is towards
these hysterical accusations.

Of course I can only answer the
question for myself.

I went into Defence & Aid for
two simple reasons. The first is,
that whatever @lse has been eaten
away in South Africa, I should
like to preserve the aduinistrat-
ion of justice from erosion as
mich as possible. I am a layman,
bat Lt appears % me that a prose-
cutor presses the charge, and
that a defenaing counsel endeav-
ours to rebut it, and that the
judge is there, aided by these
two officers of the court, to come
to a just conclusion as to the
guilt and degree of culpability
of the accused person. It seems
to me that this, what I call
majestic, conception of justice
is brought to notning if the
defence is absent or inadeguate.
It is to me a duty owing not
only to the accused person, not
only to the Jjudge, but supremely
to our society, thut adequate
defence should be secured in a
society where passions are S0
intense, and where many white
South Africans regard security
as far more important than justice.

My second reason for going
into Defence & Aid is also simple.
Though I myself am not temparament-
ally attracted to sabotage and
violence, and though I do not
believe they will make our problems
simpler, yet I understund waoy some
people feel it their duty to act
+r+s under the present cirocumsetances.

Furthermore, I regard the Govern-
and its laws as the primary
cause of sucn action. Therefore,
there is to me a strong desire to
gee thut such persons are as just-
ly = and as mercifully - dealt

I do not find
such a desire reprenensible.

It is my recurrent thougnt
that the political struggle of
these South Africans bears a
strong resemblance to that of
the Afrikaner Nationalists. If
there is more violence today, 1t

\Tuis was almos® I00 per cent
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is because Vorster is in charge,
not Smuts. Vorster can thank nis
lucky stars that he was detained
under Smuts, not Vorster. Now
and theén he alludes darkly to his
sufferings, but ne wus never sub-
Jjected to 90=days or kKept standing
for many hours on and, or compelled
to rat on nis friends. It is to
preéeserve tne pre-Yorsterian kind
of justite tnat Defence & Ald
exists, and it will carry out taoat
task as long as it is able.

Assault Alleged
in Cape Trial

ELECTRIC SHOCKS, KICKS, beatings
and other forms of torture and
assault were alleged by witnesses
in the Suprewe Court, Cape Town,
tv have been used by police
interroguting them. One State
witness alleged that, in addition
tuv being hit and threatened with
a firearm, he was made to stand
on bricke in a slunting position
while a paraffin tin was placed
over nis head and beaten. Smoke
was then introduced into the tin
and caused aim to choke. Other
State witnesses denied that such
tactics had been used against
thewm, but several Defeuce wWitnesses
made similar detailed allegations.
These statements were made
during the trial of four men,
Ewedi Mkhalipl, Jack Jaxa, Sonkongo
Malska and Wilson Mketsnane, on
charges of recruiting people for
guerilla warfare training. This
trial ise one of several such cases
being neard in different centres.
Four men, Joe Ggabi, Henry Makgothi,
Samson Fadane and Michasl Manlanga,

bave appeared at tone Rund Criminal
Sesslons charged with attempting
to undergo military training out-
side the country. In Pieter=
maritzburg, thirteen men were
comvicted of a similar offence.
Eleven of them were #ach sentanced
to seven years' ilmprisonment,
while two, Sawmson Nene and Anthony
Xaba, were sentenced to eight
years' because of previous cun-
victions. The judge said bhe would
take into account the fact that
they had already served two years'
imprisonment for leaving the
country illegally.

Conflict in toe evidence of
State witnesses led to the acguittal
and discnarge of Harold Strachan,
who had been charged in Pieter-
maritzburg witn assisting in
training for sabotage and with
furthering the aims of tne ANC.
Also churged under tne Suppression
of Communism Act are several
people accused of inmringing the
terms of their banning orders.
Among toese are Mountain Jumbela
and Wilfred Brutus, botn of Cape
Town.

Some of tne witnesses in tne
Cape Town guerilla warfare trial
are among tue accused in a trial
at Goodwood Regional Court, waere

v are fac¢ing charges of belong-
.4 tuv an unlawful organisation
and furthering its aims.

Widespread interest nas bDeen
arocoused in the Humansdorp trial
in waich Sylvia Neame is appearing,
charged witn being an office-
beurer of tne ANC and encouraging
or participating in activities
wnico furthered its aime. She
is also cnarged with contributing
funds to the ANC. Witnesses
already serving sentences lor
olfences under the Suppression
of Communism Act uave testified
to Ler presence® at ANC moeetings.
Miss Neawme is one of wany
pPeople wno are appearing in Tastern
Cape courts ciuarged witn wembar-
ship of the ANC or participation
in ite activities. Two.groups
of five pevple were cuarged in
the Port Elizabetn magistrate's
court in the middle of May and
woere rewanded to 29t June.
Two sabotage case appeals
neard in Bloemfontein tuis munto
failed. Toe appellants were
Sedick Ilsaacs and two otuers
from Cape Town, and Zunoci Mutibela,
who had been convicted in the
Transvaal. Mr. Ilsuacs had been
sentenced to 12 years' imprisonment,
the otneyl three to five years' wacn.
Two more South African members
of PAC are now baing tried in
Maseru, Basutoland, on cChDaArges
of cunspiring to comumit acts of
violence against South Africa.
Thnis brings toe total nmumber of
mén charged to tan.

A Spreading
Disease

IT IS NOT only the Liberal
Party, together with some residual
members of non=-wnoite trade union
or political movewents, wiicno is
peing bounded and narried by the
Government and the Securlty
FPolice. Receutly, a few organis-
ations wanieh, tnough in opposition
to present Government policlies,
have been considered respectable
enough to be safe, have also been
attacked and tneir members -are
beginning to fear tonat they too
may soon be in for a dose of toe
stronger medicine beloved of
autpnoritarian regimes.

Last year, Progressives dis-
covered that they were not immune
from dawn raids on their nomes.
Later, tney were warned that
tneir participation in tne Col-
oured Frovincial Zlectlons «"as
seen in Government eyes as inter-
ference by wnite politicians in
non-wnite politics. After the
FProgressives n,d won botn Col-
oured seats tone Govermment tried
unsuccessfully to find a formula
to prohibit Progressive 'meddling'
in toese and parliamentary elect-
ions without pronibiting its own.
It has managed, it seems, to pro=-
duce a Bill to prevent "inter-
ference"” by its wnite opponents
in elections and policy=-making of
non-white bodies, and has bought
time as far as itself is concerned
by introducing a Bill to divorce
the election of Coloured Rep es-
entatives from the wnite general
election.
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- Tnis manceuvre was accompanied

by much mud=-slinging and smearing

of the Progressive Farty, teconiq-

ues to wnioh Liberals bave become
acoustomed. The implication of a

tew frustrated Liberals,; inciuu-

ing two or toree bamnned ones, in

acts of sabotuy® wWas used to

swear tne wnole Liberai Party and to
en«sble more Liveral Farty leaders to be

banned without much public protest.
iven the Progressive Farty was
besitant Lo condemn tne banning
of Liberal Purty Coairman, Feter
Brown. At what is still a some-
what different level, Frogressives
are now suftfering in the suame way.
A few imdividuals were found
gullty of tampering with toe
Fostal vote system, and the result
bas been a mumber of wild allegat-
‘ons, made under privilege in the
House of Assenbly, that the
P rogressive victories were won by
the wholesale buying of votes.
Also typical nave been the
scarcely veiled threats in
Minister Botha's assertion that
the Progressive Party .8 leading
tne Coloured people to destruction.
Not only is it responsible for
asures taken by tone Govermment
to curtail what little voice 1is
left to the Coloured pecopls in
political affairs, but its actions
will lead to a wonite '"reaction’
against material benefits for
the Coloured people.
This is a kind of Twisted
reasoning woicn Liberals oave
long bhad to fight. It can, with
reusuvnable certainity, be pre-
dicted that the Progressives will
soon feel themselves as nopeless
and frustrated in tue face of tnis
kina of reasoning and ocigb-nanded
action as Liberale have baen.
Peroups it will not be long before
Progressives become Progressivisets
as Liberals nuve become Liberalists,
opening the way to Liberal dangers
48 Liberals are aulleged to open
the way for Communism. FPernaps,
too, it will not be long before
Frogressives will oe learning
wihat it is to be banmeds, If they
fail to win a seat in the naxt
alection, all toe gualifications
in their policy will not save tnem
from what nas been the Liberal fate.
It is possible that tney will
not be alone in treading tois
road. Zven tne Coristian Institute
is learning the same nard lesson.
Hurt today that its word is not
trusted, it may bhave to learn the
hard way that this 16 the least
of Nationalist oppressive and
SUPPressive méasures.
Totalitarianism is a disease
winich spreads slowly throughout

the body it attacks. It is

Probably already too late to root
it out of South African life. But
the surgeon does not despair till
the moment of deata, for, aven in
“@dicine, tone miraculous sometimes

Qappens. And the same is true
or politics. Tue Ie sson tu be

learnt, however, is tnat divisions
amongst those who ure seeking

& just solution to South Africa's
Problems are essentially irrele-
vant to the situation in woicno
we find ourselves. Liberals,
Progressives and others working
in the same general direction
oust learn to trust eaco otluer
and work togetner. In tuis way
all can make taeir maxisum oun-
tribution to the ultinate victory
of wnat is just and rignt,

Bonteheuvel -
Town of Crime

WHEN WILL A police station

be built in PBouteheuwal? Tais
ory from toe neart of toes residents
of Cape Town' s new Coloured oous=-
ing complex by tne siade of toe
Settlers Way nDas been neard for
over two years. Recently, howewver,
a8 the Courts fill upy witn crines
of violence committed in Bonte-
neuwel and toe townsaolps nearby,
the cry has been incredasing in
volume. PFPolice reservists, who,
witn the aid of police patrols,
nave desperately tried to counter
toe stream of lawlessnass, O4ave
met togetoner with courch and other
leaders tu discuss wWays and means
of dealing witn tne situation.

Mr. Justice Steyn, sentencing

four men found guilty oif several
ocrimes of violence, said that a
police statlon in the areua was
vitally necessary. He comnented
tnat, if a coat of arms were to

be drawn up for Bontensuwel, it
would nave to consist of an open

knite with toe word '"violence'
pensatu it.
Residents, wno have to band

themselves into groups for safety
in order to walk two or taree
plocks to the bus=-stop in the early
hours of tne morning, teel that a
police station is only one of toe
many needs, but definitely the
most urgent. Tois was already
overwhelmingly the general

attitude wnen a group of Liberali
undertook a survey of Bontensuwel

and Netreg 4 little under a year
ago. Because of the difficulties
caused by Govermment medAsures
taken against toe Party, their
results nave only Jjust come to
hand. Buntenesuwel is now one
year older and therefore one year
moreé mature. But few facilities
have been provided in the meantime,
and conditions and attitudes can
safely be assumed to be very much
the Same.

Most of toe residents inter-
viewed were nappy to nave a roof
over their neads wonich they could
call their own. Some wera young
people who had moved at lLast from
the crowded nomes of their parents.
Others were families renocused
after living in slum conditions
in Cape Town or Goudwood Acres,
forced to move because of Group
Area réegulaitions. Critical
though many were of tne locality,
facilities or housing provided,
they were (uick to add that at
least tney now had a howe of
their own and, even if tney nad
been pusned out of tne best
parts of the town to tne out=-
BKkirts, into wnat the politically
conscious Nave descrived us a
Coloured '"gnetto', at lLeast toey
were now settled and could expect
to be pusnhed no furtoner.

Many complained about the lack
of cinewmas and sports grouiws.
Arter rinding tae additional fares
for Jjourneys to work, tuey could
not af'tord fares for entertainment,
tney said. Most agreed that tone
cost of transport, @éspecially for
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tnose néar the railway stations,
WaE A8 reasonable as could ba
expected for tne distance, but

was nevertneless a big addition

to their expenditure. A freguent
complpint was tnat food was too
axpensive. All wono could do so
Snopped alsewnerd on their way

to and from wurk. OUtner complaints
concerned tne roads, most of which
consisted of narrow concrete blocks,
laid end to end and barely wide
enough for ona venicle. Motaers
8did toat children walked in the
widdle of the roads to avoia the

sand, for there were no pavements.
Street lignting, toney added, was
poor.

Favourable commants concerned
mainly the schools. A large
mumber had been provided and tnere
wors few complaints about toem.
One parent sald that tois wus really
the only facility wnich nad been
fully catered for in advalce.

Some of those interviewed were
pleased with their houses. Tnoey
were the people wno came from
crowded and slum conditions to
the 'fresh air' of Honteneuwel,
pleased to find themselves living
in more than one room, with
somewhere for tne children to
play. One mother sald that
people complained about the lack
of muttering, but, 'after all, .,
when it rains I don't stand under
the dripping water - 1 come 1in=-
sidel' Otoers, however, felt tnat
the houses were shoddily built.
Cracks were appearing in the
walls from lighting the stoves too
soon after building, several
explained, The walls were too
thin, said some, and a conversat-
ion next door could be overheard.

The floors were cold. No
abhs were provided, and there weare
no internal doors sxcept for the
toilet, so that children and
parents had no privacy from one
another.

Biggest complaint, apart f'rom
the r-ughness and lack ol police
control, was the nign cost of
living in Bonteneuwel. Not only
did distance add to the cost of
food and transport, but wmany nad
not paid rents as nign as these
before. Tney varied between 95
cents per week, ligants included,
for the tiny ' dual occupancy '
dwellings to R2.70, lignts
excluded, for oetter, larger
nouses. Tnis represented a
large increase on Rl per montn,
for example, for a si.gle room oI
shack in Goodwood.

Asked wnether tney expected
the drawbacks to improve, many
sald yes. OUtoners felt tnat Lhe
drawbacks caused Dy distance
would always De tnere and one
man asked: '"How can you expect
tnese Loloured townsaips to
improve much?' Tnis general
discontent witn a woman's
comment that community facilities
snould have been provided in
advance, built at toe samé tima
as the houses. 1ln Finelands, Ssae
said, the residents would never
have been permitted to cowe Lo 8
parren and unready a locality.

Few dured tuo voice taeir
eriticism fully or in genaral

terms. Most would criticise u
particular feature and tnen draw
back, asking for assurance tnat
coeir names would not be used or
reiterating now wonderful it was
to have a home of their own.

There was a strong tendency to
identify the Council witn the
Government, to voice tne fear
that criticism of toeir housing
would land tnem in gaol for %0
days or that criticism of Govern-
ment policy would result in toeir
eviction. "Whut can you do?"
many said, shrugging their should-
ers helplessly. "It is no use
criticising when you can't do
anything ubout it," othors said.

A few, who were critiocal of
the Government policy wnich had
brought about the Urouy Area
features of Bonteoesuwel, its
isglation and its distance from
town in particular, said that tney
appreciated tnat the Council was
making the best of a bad job.
"Bonteneuwel is necessary", saild
one. But tney criticised toe
Council's strictness in entorcing
some rules and lassitude over
others, It turned a blind eye
to tne snebeening waich caused u
lot of the roughness, they alleged
but it was striet apout eviotion
for non-payment of rent. Une mun
described as a "siu" toe fauot
that neignbours, wino tried to
help anyone evioted would also
be thrown out. And &« woman said
that nousing officials expected
& house full of young cuildren to
be tidy even in the early morning.
She commented tiaat wuite railway
tenants do not nave to tolerate
tohe same amount of prying into
their affuairs and interference ifrom
0officiale that Coloured Council
tenants did.

An overlay of contentméent with
a4 house and even a garden of ctheir
own bides a numbar of particular
dissatisfactions wnich can be
expected to improve wito time and,
except among the most simple,
somée more general unhappiness
wnich most have nad no difficulty
in attributing to "the system".

To a few, Honteneuwel nas given
them wnat tney wanted in life,
and they ure cuntent to look no
furtoer. Most, nowever, are
that they are being deprived of a
great deal that tney want in
life, feel nelpless to do any-
thing about it and are trying

to accept tneir position.

It takes little to uncover

their deeper feelings, no more
than a few searcuing questions
from a stranger. But tnose
people, never confident of tne
future, never hoperul of political
change, Never wmilitancly active,
now have sometning to i10sé. Now
they fear even %o criticise.

What of their Children?
Urinking is on the incrJase ain the
townsaipe, for it drowns tnoughts
of the struggle to live and 1t
drowns the frustrations of an
innibited existence. But it
breeds crime, already the only
outlet for many a young man
deprived both of sport and of
politics. The establisomeit of
antertainment and recredtion
facilities will help. The establi~
shment of a police station will
nelp. PBut toe frustrations of a
group of people caught somewhere
baetween the elite aud tne
suppressed in a sick society,
twisted and divided, will remain.
And tnis, tugether wito the
natural tougnness born in tne
glumsé from wuicn toe poorest ol
the Bonteneuwel residents come,
will make the stamping out of
erime a difficult task.
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Interference Bill
Will Fail

'I THINK I1IT'S going to develop
into a straigit tignt bLbetwean us
and the Frogressive Farty,' said
Mr. Tom Swartgz, interviewed
recently by URUM., Mr. Swarts,
leader of tne pro=Government
Coloured reuples Federal Party,
was discussing his coances of
becomming tne Republic's f'irst
Coloured '"Prime Minister' - Chair-
man of tne Ixecutive of Ctue
proposed Coloured Representative
ﬂn‘“nﬁili

He rated ais coances uigb.

The Progressives, ne admndtted,
were likely to take most of tne
seats open to election, but ne
pointed out that 16 of the &b
Council members were to be appoint-
ed by tne Govermment. Iven it

tne Federal Party failed to win
the necessary eigxnt seats to give
tnem an overall majority,; tne
Chairman of toe Executive hnad

to be appointed by toe Goveriment,
and was tnerefore certain to be

a Federal Party uwan.

Mr. Swartz need not nave taxed
his brain witn tonis sort of
reasoning. The Progressives are
not likely to De in the race.

Mr. Vorster has announced tnat
the expected legislation to
prevent tne 'interference' by
whoi tes in "non-woite politics’
is at last to nand, but, as it

has taken time to prepare and it
is late in the session, it will

be neld over till next year,

The Hill will make it an
oftfence for any wnite person, as
a meémber of a political party
or 48 an individual, to interfere
in the elections of the Coloured
Re resentative Council, tae
Transkel bBgislative Assembly, a
Bantu Autnority or the South
African Indian Council. Inter-
ference means fimanciul assistance,
drafting of propaganda or organis-
ed activity in support of candidat-
a8, It will also be an offence
for a waice persovn to participute
in a campaign to influence mem-
bers of tnese bodies to adopt a
policy in contlict with tne aims
of an Act of Parliament. Maximum
penalties of a R0 fine or six
months' inprisonment are lauid
down.

Some of tne measures originally
predicted uppear to bave been
omitted from the Bill.

But the scope of the Bill is
nevertneless extremely wide. It

Here thoere is even less pretence
at democracy tnan in the case of
tne Council, tor appointed cniefs
far outmumber tne elected represan=
tatives ot taa peuple.

Yet the Govermuent is not
satisfied. It muset Limit not only
the svurces of financial ussistunce
but aleo the inrluences to waich
Members of tne AssembDly are op@ll.
Tovugn Fit for waat the Goveroment
is pleased tu call ‘'selt-govermment',
the rulers of the Trunskei are
apparently unable to assess for
themeelves wiat courses of actiun
to follow in tus interests of toneir
people. Or perbhaps it is Just
because they are tit to do tnis
that the Government fe.rs for tone
sort of decision they will wmake
if allowed .to mingle witn otners
who toink dewocraticully.

It will be interesting to se9
in detail now tne Goverment
proposes to detine or control such
"influence'. #ill it be illegal
for this paper to copment on the
affalrs of tne Transkei? Will it
be illegal for Mr Alun Paton or
Dr. Steytler to criticise Uuovern-
ment policy there. wWoat will be
the position of oversea visitors
to toe Transkei? Will tney be
unable to comwent critically at
all? wWnat will be tue position
of toe wniie lawyer or other
expert waoom kMr. Uuzana mignt
wisno to consult? How will 'a
campalgn' to int'luence bDe
defined?

However limiting the detail-
aefinitions may turu out to be,
it is clear toat tuis Bill in
itself constitutes 'interference'
by woites in che political afiuirs
of non=wnites of a particularly

a9 and blatant sort. Tt 18

n effect a Bill to aliow onay

the Guvermuent to participate in
elections and toe maxking of policy,
and to yrevent wuiltes wuo tuink
differently from organising or
influencing non-wnites politically.

But we believe tnat toe Govern=—
ment has failed to reckon with tne
calibre of its non-wnite opponents.

“1@ opposi tion ol the Transkeli
Diymocrats, for example, is not
white-instigated. It is borm of
hatred for an oppression personally
feit and a determination to do all

witnin toeir power to figat for
tne recognition of tne baslc rigats

and bumwan dignity of non=-waite
South Atricans.

-

CO

206 Burleigh House, Barrack Street, E.I_Fu Towmn,
P.O. Box 1979, Te 34043, Telegrams

will now be an offence for any CONTACT, Cape Town.

white person other than an employ=-

er to transport a voter to a polling

booth in an election for any of

toe boaies to which tne Bill Alrmail: R1.00 (£1)

refers. PFPublic transport is ex- Rest of the World: R1.50 (15, 52)

cepted. Alrmail: On application. Half for six months.
Like tne Coloured Represantative

Couneil, tne Transkei Legislative

Assembly is already firmly in tne

Strangle hold of the Govermment. L

ANNUAL BUBSCRIPTIONS:
Affican Posial Union: R1.00 (108}

Printeu and Fucilsugd DYy wriniie
rFublicatiuns (F5y¥) Lid at tue
above adurdss
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