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A VILLAGE PLAY 
During a recent meeting of women's oraanisations in the North
ern Transvaal, one qroup of village women were asked to give 
a presentation on the theme of group organisation. 

They chose to do a play about the importance of group organi
sation in relation to health in their village. This is a 
synopsis of their play, which was presented in Pedi. 

SCENE 1 

An old woman starts suffering form pellagra dementia(l). 
People in the village send a telegram to her daughter who 
works in town. She has done well for herself and 'arrives1 

wearing high heels and pretending to be driving a car. 

She tries to explain to her mother that she needs to go to 
hospital, but the old woman refuses, saying she will die if 
she goes there. 

11 pellagra dementia-mental disorder due to vitamin deficiency 



SCENE 2 

Her daughter eventually persuades the old woman to go to see 
the doctor and they get into their imaginary car, the old 
woman shakily leaning on a tree branch and talking nonsense. 

SCENE 3 

On a r r i v a l a t the hosp i ta l they are met by the ' doc to r ' d ress
ed in a whi te sheet and ca r r y ing a chrome-plated coat hook 
f o r a stethoscope. The doctor i s played by a woman who used 
to work i n an urban hop i ta l as a nurse-a ide; she br ings to the 
ro le years of experience of the treatment the o ld woman i s 
l i k e l y to ge t . 

She examines her , s t a r t i n g w i t h the i n e v i t a b l e and deroaa-
to ry "What's the: ma t t e r , goyo (Z)V' Speaking the- only few 
sentences of eng l i sh i n the p lay , she announces a t the end 
of her b r i e f examinat ion, shouting i n t o the o ld woman's f a c e , 
"You are too bloody weak!" This obviously sounded f a m i l i a r 
to the l a r g e l y Pedi-speaking audience, who responded wi th 
laughter and applause. 

The ' doc to r ' t e l l s the daughter t ha t her mother must eat 
f i s h , meat, eggs, f r esh vegetables, m i l k e t c . 

They leave the doctor and head back f o r the drought s t r i k e n 
homestead where the o ld woman l i v e s . 

SCENE 4 

Meanwhile, the v i l l a g e women have been d iscussing the o ld 
woman's i l l n e s s , and the p l i g h t o f many people, both o ld and 
young, in t h e i r community who su f fe r from m a l n u t r i t i o n -
re la ted sicknesses. 

They have heard of women i n neighbouring v i l l a g e s forming 
groups to work c o l l e c t i v e l y on p ro jec ts i nvo l v ing vegetable 
growing, chicken keeping, f r u i t t ree p lan t i ng e t c . They 
h i re a t ruck from the loca l shopkeeper to take them in to the 
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local centre, where there is a social worker who is helping 
such groups to organise themselves. 

The women t e l l the social worker of the old woman with 
pel lagra, and of the i r ideas to work together to tackle the 
problem of ma lnu t r i t ion . She agrees to help them. 

SCENE 5 

The women go home and go from house to house t e l l i n g people 
in the v i l l age of the i r plan to work together. They form a 
women's organisation and s ta r t projects to provide food and 
bui ld health. 
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