§ iﬁim miflions of children are exploited for their
raation i Organisation (1LO) believes that mor ihm
0% of these chnldmn are in Afm:a and Asia. There is an appalli = =
on the extent 0f the pmbicm in South Africa. The ILO e&tsmt@&d

Eabourers nﬁ: Sﬁuih A&lcan i‘ arms. Accmdmg to the National C
Cemuee (NCRC) m ’the Umied Natnans Chﬂdren § F‘und j

':"idxeii askd- Wﬁm&zs. in §- g

in 1991 (Chi South _
ﬁgure:s mt i clear Ernm the aceﬁunﬁa. uf man}r mgamsatmns _ani '

mmmand ﬁnly the lowest wages ai" d, &
heavy physical toll, have a shnmned wurkmg ilfe They are iheﬂ mote ]ﬂcely 10
be dependem OB #n gy -_‘e&r OWR ﬁ:tuldmn Furthermore, because
hil & 11O id an it often happens that they

- Hﬁma, ﬁﬁﬁmi&ym&ﬁi ‘and the resultant
pﬁveﬂy mcn:ase setting the scene for an increase in child labour.

Patterns of coerced or semi-coerced labour have been a feature of life in
South Africa for centuries, and children have been part of this reality. From the
times of early European setilement in the Cape, child slaves were at work in
homes and on farms. There are records of the capture, sale or barter of
indigenous children for labour up o and long after the legal emancipation of
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arrives aru:l are then wpﬁned 16 the paliw as tiegal alieny, folowing which 1t ﬁ}*

afe repatnatad to Mozambique. Unions are powarless to help such children and

ﬁv& in tiw morning. There are accounts _fram the nmzhcm Ttaﬁgﬁ?&ﬁ s;of ghnigﬁlren
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ge’t sexually abused, acczdtmts and deaths tak& plaw on the way &0 the farm ﬁ&lds

* (Child Labour and Farm
ights, 1991).

.. and the farmer is always pr

osed Doors, On the Streets and

int the Coalyards

d "_____&Ez'ébuw' A.,parz fmm langmﬁéum,' pmr payu axié “fagem
_555_1131!@8; ﬂmy are fra@gmtly vwm @f ;}hysxcal emo-

sell papers, often untif late at night, come rain or bitter cold, %é
of our streets. Trade union efforts have led to many of them b
adulis, but children sull sell papers in many areas.

The harsh and anhealihy warking caud&ﬁam of child ma]yard workers in

gepomd 1o bc a means by whmh &mp]ayéfs; h{}lé :-;s;hx]dmn m' ihm %ﬁ;&..
via bane B persc)nal f@limv@p wmk shaws such c}n ldmn iypxwily graduating
- ' DO Ak ton & perpetuat i.ﬁ___.f::f_mé oaly by

decades rganisation by i:seezz admcatmg
thﬂt all @mmirms mﬁhﬁé& minimum age requuemms in their labour legislation,
thus barring children from the work force. It is striving for a situation in which,
within the shortest possible time, no childunder 1§ years will be employed, with
the limit rising to 18 for hazardous work. The 11O accepis that light work for
children over 13 should be provided for, subject to strict safegwards. It has, at the
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mcludmg agnculmre and domestic seyvice. Hawwar,, ’by 990, 1
-m: m:nmd that the wheels were set in motion forthes

s this yesr and will cover domestic.

' children on farms is now illegal
in icrms of bath tiﬁs ' %E fétsmd ihﬁi‘i EA, unless the minister decides
otherwise. However, there is a lack of effective machinery to prevent the illegal
use mf chil{i labﬁur. The, Manpawer insp&cmmtﬁ::'fiS-_-.ﬁ%*eﬂtiad&d cmd. Child fazm

laws are bemg ignored and children are still bemg ﬁxplmled“tm a Iargr: scale

Strategies for Change

The network recognises that child labour iz a mulli-dimensional problem. His
roots lie in poverty and underdevelopment, it coniributes to adult unemploy-
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To date, iﬁlﬂ network has latgaly been ci:mw@d wzi&:. ras&mg mmmu&
ness and with lobbving for the necessary I&gxslaﬁ% 3 - Svlﬁﬁfmm‘gi}@
facing the need 1o deal with reports @i‘ specific . The

-aging its member organisations, and oth w;s& o tak,@upth& issue; ol
local linkages to join in the lobby for broader changes and 10 tackle reported
cases of exploitation of children in 1heir areas.

Hence, for example, court action could be initiated by local branches of
iegal groups, while welfare organisations could assist families who depend on
the labour of their children to apply for granis of pensions. Local churches and
civics could also play & vital role in helping children and thei

¥ families, in
conscientising their communities regarding the effects of child labour, and in
negotiating with amenable employers. Trade unions, which now have the right
to organise farm workers, have a key role (o play.

The Qammumy Law Centre of the University of the Western Cape has
ree:antiy ;:_;1_-z_s;_ majaz research into the Sauth Afman cﬁuld iabaur pwhv

Jackie Loffell works for the Johannesburg Child Welfare Society
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