
THIS IS INKATHA
Dr Oscor D. Dhlomo. Secretary-General of Inkatha gives a profound
analysis of Inkatha. a South African Black Political Movement under

the pragmatic leadership of Prince Dr M.G. Buthelezi.

Prince Dr M G 8"1~"". P,esJ(ltJm 01
Inbll••.

The bannIng of the ANC end PAC
in 1960 Ielt bl.ckpoht~ ,n South
AI"ca in II terrible stale 01 dis
....y fOI' more l~n a deeIlde no
bIKI< pohl1l;81 ..-menlS 01 any

S<1l.'ulicance erne<if!d end "'.....y
blacl< p:>I.t,cel llel.,ans spent tile"
lime rem'nlklrlll about eM gOOd
old days 01 the ANe and the PAC.
MovementS that did emerged in
Ihe early seventies were .tr\JC

lu<aUy nOI ",ued low.,ds
wlnn'ng tile SUQPOft 01 • bfoad
$ptClfum of blaek people These
_menlS _ .... ehl,sl in thilt
they appealed etlher 10 stuDents
n a disllnct .:.'&. or 10~mle
end p<oless'on" people. Ihe billel<
masses remaIned oeglll(:led end
poht,cally diSO'1l8nised.

INKATHA FOUNDED

II _5 PrIne. Mangosuth" C.
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Bulhelel; - hImself a former ANC
YO'llh league member _ who, in
1975, founded a gen.."nepeoples'
_metnt 1"-1 would btnd blacI<
people logelhet regardless cI
wne\her Ihey were edUQIted.
III,terale. peuanls or p<ofes
slonals. ThaI movement was
In.lllhl! Yen.Ululeko Yes;~we

(Nalional Cullu.a\ L,belation
Movement). From the very'
bei/mmng Ch,ef BUlhelen .teared
lnl<alha along lhe palh of consti·
luency polilics, and lhe polilocs 01
negc>I.aloon .nd peacef",1 00

e.'$Ieoc:e. Chief BUlhele.li quld1V
'nstitled in 1'1,. followers a belie!
Ihal the most leI hal weapon in lhe
struggle forl,baralion was a Ilahtly
organised and highly disciplined
peoole worlung in unison lod non·
violently for lhe lIberallon of their
Illheriand. '"'- further instill«! in

h)slQllowerslhe dictum Ihal black
people were their own liberalors
and that no marching I.mies
would miraculously emerge from
OUI5ide lhe borders of Sou1h
Alr.ea 10 libefll8lhem. The ell1l!n1
10 which en..f BUlhe"~, correaty
perce'ved Iha Soulh Afncan poli.
tIcal Silualion is provtld by lhoe
following political dewlopmem"

THE YOUTH BRIGADE

F"$IIy, $Ince 1975 ....Iha has
arown llheno<neNllty ,nlO It.
Iargesl b1l1C11 liberatlOl"l move.
ment in lhe hIStory of South
Afm~a. Inkatha's paid UP member
snIp now a.ceeds 750 000 and is
lIill growIng steadIly. )nkalha'$
membership represents a true
ClOSS section of South Alr~n

black soc"'..... II's dommated bv
peasant$ aod worl<er$. as;s blade
South AI"ca, b\.Il II iii atso reprl!
senlllll"8 01 South AlrOCIl'S bIad;

$OC.lI11ed mlddla class lind 'IS
bUSlnaS$ and proless,onal
classes hs membersh,p is also a
demographic reflection of Black
South Africa, with lhe demo·
graphic prOPOrt,ons of men.
women and Ihe youth reflected on
ils ranks The lemale members 01
Inbthll ha... lhe" own Womens"
Brigllde ....,ng ....th lIS own Muonal
and IocaJ Jeadershop SltUClUres.
The SlIme applies 10lheyouthwho
have the" own YOulh Brlllade
wing. The Youlh Brigade (>J
Inkatha <. presanl1y the la,ge5t
brllCk YOuTh movemeol in Ihe
history <If South Alric.ll ....'lha paid
up membership 01 over 350 000 It
la for thIS rfllSQO that aU false
cl.,ms Ih~1l C!\IeI 8ulhele~, 1$

tapt(lly lo$lnglhe support 0' young
people are never taken "flousJy
by the leadellhlp o' Inkalhl. The
fact is that Chief Buthele~l, more
lhen any olher black leader In

Soulh Africa Slill enJoys
overwhelming support 110m lhe
Y'OUfI\l people



INKATHA
PROFESSIQNALISEO

Recently the Centrlll Commillee.
in anticipation of the demanding
political tasks that lie ahead, re
solved to re-organise Ihe leader·
ship structure of Ihe movement
as follows;

I. The Office of Ihe President has
been createo' and will be
administered by a Personal
Assistant to The President.
Under this office will fall the
following divisions'
Foreign Altalrs
Womens' Brigadll Affairs
Youth Brigade Affairs
Printirlg and T,anslations
Press and Media Liaison, and
Inkatha Affairs.

2. The office of the Secrelary.
General has also been created.
This office will be admi nistered
by the Secretary-Generlll and
will have the following d'vi·
sions:
Branch and Regional Ullison
General AdminiSlrlltion
Academic Schola'ships
Inkatha Developmenl Office,
and Inkatha InsTitUTe.

A newpoSI of Deputy Secretary·

Generlll has been created, and
this official will aSSist the
Secretary-Genera!,

3. The si~ sub-committees of The
CenTral Commiuee which are
headeo' by chairmen will now
be administered like depart
ments of any government. The
si" sub-committees are:
Defence Ilnd SecuriTy Sub

commiTtee
Disciplinary sub-commilllle
Finance and Economic Affairs

Sub-oommil1ee
Social and Culiurlll Affairs

Sub·comm'ttee
Political and Constitutional

of the Womens' Brigade, the
Youth Brigade annd affiliated
organisations all over the country.
The movement as a whole is
headed by a President who 's
assisted by II Se.:retary-General.
Both lhese officials are elected by
General Conference after every
frve years. Any member of lnkatha
in good standrng Can bll elected to
any leadership position,

Inkatha's Constitutional
Structure:

The constitution of Inkatha
structures the movemllnt into
branch, regional and national
structures, The supreme body of
the movement is the Annual
General Conference which elects
leaders_ The national policy
formulating 'body is the National
Council. Tho Central Committlleof
about 60 members, chaired by the
PreSident. is charged with the
ongoing leadership and manage
ment of the movement. Members
of the Central Committee are
elected by General Conference
after every five years. These
members are drawn from all
regions as wet! as from the ranks

P,rt of /h. crowd.t Jsbulsni Amphi ,,,,,.mr - Jo'burg I",./h. RBIIy.

promotion of the spi,it of peaceful
political co-existence beyond
ethnic and racial boundaries has
been the COfflarStOna of lnkatha's
political programme. The rlleent
endorsamant of tho politics of
negotiation and peaceful co·
existence with South Africa by the
OAU and some influential loaders
of tho Frontline States surely en
trenches Chief Buthelezrs role as
one of the foremost exponents end
erchite<:ts of peaceful political co
axistence in South Africa. It is
Inkatha's hope that following on
its appa,ent diplomatic successes
in Southern Africa. the South
African government will now
seriously consider initiating nego·
tiations for genuine political
reconciliation between blacks and
whites inside South Africa.

Further, Inkatha"s membership is
distributed all over South Africa,
with the stroogest presence in
Natal. Transvaal, Orange Free
State and the Cape - in thatorder.

SllCOndly, at the present moment
diplomatic negotiations involving
South Africa. MOlambique and
Angola are taking place. Thesa
developments are regarded by uS
as a remarkable vindication of
Chief buthelezi's and Inkatha's
liberatory strategies since Inkatha
was founded in 1975.

'We do not expect any foreign
country to fight our wars for us;
neither do we need to shelter
beneath foreign flags 10 win our
libetation in South Africa."

Since the founding of lnkatha its
leadership has patiently promoted
the idea that the liberation
struggle will be fought and won
internally usirlg internal strate
gies and internal political bases,
On numerous occasions Chief
Butheleli has declared:

PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE

Indeed, Chief Buthelazi and In
katha have always set great store
by the dictum lhat oppressed
people of South Af,ica retain ulti·
mate sovereignty ove, strategies
and lactics to be employed in their
struggle for liberation. Workirlg
from this premise Inkatha has
been fashioned oVllr the last eighl
Vf!a,s into a political force for non
violent struggle. In all Ihis. the
politics of negOTiations and thll
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economically. educationally
.nd politically;

ct To eslablish contacl and liaise
with cultural groups in
Southern Africa with a view 10
the ft$lablishment of a C(lm·
man society;

d) To Slimp out ell forms 0' co.·
rupllon, e><ploltalloo 01 rmIn by
m.n.nd intimidation;

e) To ansure acceptance of the
princIples of SQUill 09P0f'
!UnIty anc:l treatmenl lor all
people in .11 walks 01 life,

I) To co·operl1e with any lTIO\Ie·
menl or organIsation lor lhe
Intprovemenl of the condlfions
01 lhe people and to $l!Cure lhe
mosl afficl8nt production and
equillble distlibution of the
_fth of lhe nation '" thebesl
lhe most efficlllnt productIOn
and equilable di$tribu\lon of
the we.lth of the nalion in the
best ,ntereSIS of the people,

g) Toabolish all rormsoldiscrim.·
nation lind segregation based
on trtbe. clan. sex. colour or
craed;

hl Topromoteandsupportworthy
indigenous CUSloms and cui·
!U,es;

i) To prolect. encourage and
promOle trade. commerce and
industry, agrlcult",e and con·
servatlon 01 nawral resources
by 1111 mean, in the ;nle,ests of
th. people lind encourage all
c.U'tOns to particIpate in .11

I

Inkathl', Aim, .nd Objectivu:

a) To fosle, the spi,il of unity
among Black people through·
out South Alrica and between
them and their Black brothers
in Soulhern Africa and to keep
alive and fosler the traditions
01 the people;

bl To help promole and en·
courage the development of
the black people spirttUlII'f.

desc.ibe ZANU (PF) as a ··p,e·
dominantly Shona"' movement
and ZAPU as a "predominantly
Ndebele" movement Yet these
two movements fought for and
won liberllion lor all the oppres
sed people of zimbabwe. Thesame
;5 !rue of SWAPO whom sam;, ob
58rvers prefer to describe as •
"predomin.ntly Ovambo"
movemenl 1ft $pile of the fact that
lh. statad aIm of lhe movement 15

10 llba,"e all Ihe inhabiUniS 01
N.mlbia, regardlll&softhelf elhnoc
or'll,n. 01 llle some observers
na... begun 10 refer to lhe Extern.1
Mission of the ANC as a "pre·
dom.nantly XhosI" movernenl
b.c....se vinuilly .n senio,
lelde,shlp positions in the
movemenl ere occupied by
offici.ls whose ethnic or;gln 15

XhosI, Nowhere In lnkatha'sllms
and ob;e<:li...s whoch are given
below is it Slaled lhat the
movement is 10' Zulu people only:

,
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Attaching ethnic tags 10 liberalion
movemenl5 Instead of studying
their pollllcal aClion programmes
has long been the pasHime 01
some commentators on African
poillical aftalrS, Consequentl'f.
soma pobtical observers still

Affairs Sub·commillee, and
Publicity, Stralegy, Elections

lind Projecls Sub·commillell

Inkath. and Ethnicity:

Membershtp of Inkatha is open to
all blacl< people of Soulh Africa
regardless of then ethnic origin.
InYthi IS aYO'WedI'f non-ethnic
and non·r.cist. and we'e it not for
the laws of South Africa whICh
prohIbit inlel·racllli polilical
aCl'VlI'f, Inkathll would gladly
.11oW non·bIacIls 10 enlo! lIS
membe.s. Since the movement
or'll.nated in Natal. It i$ SIrOf19lls1
In II>e prOVInce The fiJet. that Zul...s
ale the largest b/&el< ethnIC group
in South Alrica and that lnluuhll
or'll,nated IR Nalal, whICh IS a
h,slo,ita! lulu region, tends 10
C(lnfuse poliueal analysIS into be·
IIeving that lnkatha 15 a Zulu pol"~

Ileal movemenl As early as 1978,
when Inkalha was $Ii11 only lhree
yea's old, research conduC1ed by
Frelbu,1l' University's Arnold Berg·
sHaue Institute in West
Germany, revealed lhal in urban
a'e85 like Soweto, Inkatha's
membership was alleady 40'lli
non·Zulu, A year earlier, in 1977,
tha then Soulh Alrican Mini$larof
Jusllce had wuned Chief
Bulheleli to deSISt from enlistmg
non,Zulu members into Inkatha.
ChillI Buthelezi ignored th.s
Walnlrog and told the M,ni5ler that
Inlo,atha WOUld contInue to ennsl
all blacl< people regardless of
ethnoclly In the same way as the
NaTIonal Party en~sled not only
AI"kaners. but also the E"llhsil.
Jews, G.eeks, hallans. Frenchluw;f
Ge.mans IS members.

It '5 as a ,esult 01 the non,ethnic
polICy of lnketha Ihal lhe 1978
study QUOted above also revealed
thll ChllIf 8uthelezi was the onl'f
black leader InSouthAlflca whose
politICal following l,anscended
elhnlC boundaries and was not
conlIRed to his own ethnIC group,
the Zulus.

ETHNIC TAGS

,



Metors ollhe economy;
j) To 'Olive effec1 to the princ:iples

WIPl'oved Irom lime 10 lime !Iv
me 'pptopr~te org,ns of the
movement

tl To ensure observance of the
fundament,l freedoms 'nd hu
m,n ,i'ilhts;

II To include ,nd foster, viuo,
rous CllnS(:lOusness of pltrio
rism Ind , SIrOfllil sense of
nationBl unrry based on a
common and individu,llovalry
,nd devolion 10 our ~nd;

ml To CO-oper'le locally 'nd Inlttr_
nlllionally wilh all progre&&iVll
Afran and other nalion,liS!
movements ,nd politlClll plr
lieS which work lor the
complete erlldication of 811
for ms of eoIoni.I'5m. r11C18li$lTl.
neo-<:olonilliism. imperilliism
snd discrimination and to
strive for tile attainment of
Afrielln unity; and

nl To ellrry out any Other lClivlties
which in the opinion of the
movemenlare condusi.... to the
att.linment of the aims and
objectiv'lls of tile Nltional
MG¥ement and to do such
thil'l'iJs lIS ,re incidentlll to the
't1,lnmttnt of the above ob·
;actives.

Inbthe', Strst-Uin 8nd Tac1a:

Ink.alhl believes Ihlt the political
process al ""fOrk in South Africa
will culminate in lhe emer'ilence of
one counlry, with Ontl pttopltl wI1Q
will have but one destiny.
In.lulthl', strale'ilies and tactics
.re besed on Ihis belief and ,Iso on
the oeeessity for it tosoconduet its
affair, thllt all men and _nof
IiOOdwill can eIther find a place in
InluuhI Itwlf or work in colla
bar'tion with Inkatha from within
other organisations. lnkatha's
slrateuies are thenlfore deSl'iJned
to lacilitattt the process 01 nego
tiation 'nd pellC4llul development
of South Africa into I truly demo
crlli(; and non-.ea,I fOdely.
l'*alhl', call for a National Con·
VIlntion to mlIp out South Africa's
politic,1 future is based on this
COnll'f1itmttnt.

MULTI,STRATEGY APPROACH

Inkllha', strateu," also recog'
nise thll na """Ie organilliion.
f'om white.... rece group, will be

the sole determinant of the
country's fUlure. lnkatha his
8dopled , muhi·,ullellY aproech
'nd believes Ihal while il his ,
vital role to play in shlpi"" the
future, it c,nnat do 50 alone.
Inkatha pttrceivtts soclo-politicll
change in this country in terms of
a movemen, of the peoples' will to
wardS reconciliation, It there/ore
a"empts to facili"ttl the poIitlC.lI
employment of people from all
like 'ilroups. in every WlIlk of life.
in whattlver politICal. social.
economic and cultural organ111_
lions they lind beSt suited to their
eOrcumstaoces and their location
in socieIV. Inkatha'S participation
;n the South Afriean 81ae1<
Alliance wilh Indian, Coloured and
African political 'ilroups IS
rnoti....necl by Ihis belief. So Is
lnkatha-s unwaverl"" support for
any initiatives thal purport to
p.omottl black unity 8& an
inevitable precursor toa brOl(f and
all-inclusIve South A!ricln
natj~I unity.

Inkathe·s multi·stfllll'iJY approech
lurther dictates lhel blad. people
al this point in timtl cannot afford
to adopt "holier-than-thou" poli,i.
cal stanCtls in a bid to main!8in
ideolo'ilical purity. Evtlry
oppressed person, be he in jail. in
aile or alltlgedly working within
the socallecl "''iIG¥elnmenl creatlld
institutions" is In heir to Ihtt libe
ration IIrU9llle and must be
afforded e...ry opportunity to con_
tribute his share in thtt slru'ilgie.
The history of the struggle for
liberation in oIher parts of the
world - notably in Vietnam _
1tl8Ches us Ihlt while the S1rUVllIe
continues, the oppressed fIV$$ell

cannol afford thtt lu~ury of choos.
in'il from amoo'ilst their fellow.
freedom 'I'ilhlers who ,he SOClIlltld
"authentic" and "non-authentic"
f'eedom "'iIhterS are.

The Scope of Inbtha's AetMtieI:
II 'nbthe a Political or a Cu.turel
Movement?

The diversiIV of IIClivities in which
Inkatha i, Involved has prOmpttld
some observers to ask if Inkathl is
a political or a cullur•• movement.
The mosl 'lJC)foptlate .nswe. 10
thIS quest!Of't is Ihat Inkatha is no!

only both a pohtical and I cullural
movement but is ICtually more

than IhaL As a peoplu' move
ment Inkatha 'ilets involved In all
lIClivilie$ thlt concern peoples'
lives be II in politics, cullure.
tlconomics, reli'ilion or even
$pofts. The sub-commillees oIlhe
Centrl; COmmillee enumeraUtd
above through which Inkathe
functions. bear testimony to the
fact that Inkatha is more thlln a
political end cullural movement.

INkATHA SU8-COMMmEES

ThroU'iJh the Social and Cultural
AII,irs Sub-commillee Inkatha
concerns itwlf with educational.
health, well,re and IIgricultural
issues alfeClin'il Ihe people;
throu'ilh the finance and
Economrc Affairs Sub-committee
Ink8!ha setlkl 10 uplift the
economic life of blacks and to
encourage them to participate
fully in ,he economic life 01 the
country 01 their birth. It is thrOU'ilh
this ...b-committee Ihat members
of Inblha have floated a success·
ful company known as Khulani
Holdi""s whICh has a wholesale"
property, and a retail wing. Mo,,"
are afoot to add a 1ife-insuranCtl
wing to thiS company,

.00

ThrOU'iJh the Inbtha Oevelopmenl
Ollice. lnkllha undtlrtak..
numerous peopItl-based develop
ment projects in rural and urban
eren. Inka,ha-trlined /ield
workers work amon'ilst thtl rural
communities on a day today basis
encouraging them loestablish and
tlfficiemly """''Ole lhei, own C0
operatives and Credit Unions. to
cultivate Ye'iJtltable gardens with a
vi_ 10 m,rkeling the surplus
produce, to build dams for irri·
'ilatiOn, to secure supplies of cleln
water from natural springs. to
build sehools and clinics and 10

educattt themsehles !Iv attendl""
Mfull literacy dl55eS.

SELf-HELP AND
SELF· RELIANCE

All Ink8lha development projeets
are in line wilh ttle movement's
declared poIiey 01 wll-help ,nd
wll-reliance. It is mainly ;J$ a
.esutt of this policy that tnkatlwl
has been able to finance virtually
all its CQtTlmun.tv develooment

•



projects throvgh members' sub
5(;r;ptions and not from lunds
sol,cited from overseas donor
ei8ncles. For the same reason.
the alleged campaign of the South
AI,icen Couoc:il of Churches. as
r....ealed by the EIoIf Commission
lindl~, to black-list Inketha end
dlllcoorai8 OYlI'seas~s from
g'Vlng II funds for community
deve.."enl prOjects. has not had
af1'/' "merdble eflec1 on the work
of the movement. Neither has the
SACC's inexplfCllble policy of
denying hU"",nitarian eid to rural
populetlOnS In KwaZolu hed eny
remenable effect. ThrOUllh its
lIaIdemic lCholaf1,hips division
Inlatha gives 001 annual Univer·
SliV scholar.hip. 10 b'-ck sludents
all OYlI' the counllV. regardless 01
their e1hnic grouping. Throughthe
Ink'the Institute, Inkatha leeder·
ship is eflorded up to cia'"
rese,rcn dell on a varieiV of socio
polilicel issues end is thus enabled
to plan stretegv and keep abreast
of peoples' wishes and espi
ration.

STRUGGLE IS
MULTI-DIMENSIONAL

Inkathe'. dive,se eClivitifi in the
strUllgle fOl" liberation a,e a
prllC1ical tr,nslation of the move
ment's, theoretical conception of
the Nlture of the liberation
51ruggle Aecordlngto Inlatha the
IIberetion Itruggle is mul\l
dImensional and has to be Wlt{lfld
on aU front. simultaneously.
While Inkatha readily admits that
polltJCllllibelallon is the first prIze
In the Illuggle. II Is: by no means
the only prlle, The third WOI"k1 ;5
teeming WIth e"emples 01
s()(:Ietiel that have a<:hieved politi_
cal hberelion bUI remaineconoml'
cally, eullur,IIV end ldeologiclllly
enslaved. Polttical freedom devoid
of freedom from hunger, poveriV.
'llnorene, and disease IS built on a
shaky foundatlo" and one does not
need to wait 'or the POst-hberation
era to appreciate thIS axiom.
Hence, Inkatha's approach to the
libellnon Slfuggle enables its
members to begin "OW lind
embarlo; upon the tulo;S that many
liberation movements have
po$lponed Unlll efter the day of
liberation,
".

Inlo;elha .nd the E"ternal Minion
of the African National Congress

In Inkatha e"eles the so·called
ANC is ofliclallv referred to as the
"Externill MISSIon of the ANC.··
Thi. i. so because accOl'ding to
re<;orded history me exlernill
milSlon of the ANC i" the person
of the current carelil1ter leader of
!hat movement M, Ohver Tambo.
was $llnt OYlIlseas by the last con·
.tltUtlOMlly elected President of
!he ANC. the late Chief Albel't
luthul;' to drum up 'nternation••
support fOl" the llber.tion struggle
of black people il>Slde South
AfrlC8 The,e was fle\Ier env
intenllOn that the exIerr>a1 m'SStOI"l
oj the ANC WOlIId eventllllily
develop intO a completelv
outonomou. movemenl thet
would be 'ree to der::ide on 8f1'/'
liberatory Slr.tegies lhat would
implicate millions of black people
in.ide the country. wilhoul 1"51
consulting them.

'"TAIL THAT WAGS THE DOG'"

Contrary to e"pectations the e,,
!erM' mis.lon of theANC hes now
in$l.lIed itself lIS the sole lind
euthenti(: r&presentati'o'll oj the
(lppl'essed people 01 South Africa,
to the e"elusion of all other inter·
natlv·b8sed liberation mOYllmenis
,,10;, Ink.m•. That is why Chief
Buthelezi .lweys refers to lhe
e",ernel mission oJlhe ANC eSihe
prOYllrbial "tail thlll wags the
dog,"

SOVIET-TRIMED GUERILLAS
JOINED INkATHA

Neverlheless lhere are nOi8nuine
polltic.1 dIlle' ene,s between
Inkalha .nd the exterf\lll miSSIon
oj the ANC. Both movements .,e
strUllgllng lor the overthrow of
apllrtheid and the 8Stabhshme"t
0' a norl·raclal democratic state ,n
South A'rlCa, Both movements ale
vehemenllv opposed to the South
Alrican government's policy 01
pragmenl,nll South A'riea Into
sor::all&d Independent homelandS.
lnklliha won 100"1'> of the seats in
th' last alactlon 01 the KwaZulu
Leg,slalive Assembly. on a ticlo;et
01 releetlng independeoc:e lor
KwaZulu Further. Inutha sup'
ported the Buthe'ell CommiSSIon
Reportwhichadvor::ated. inter alia.

thai KwaZulu and Natal should be
regarded as one geographicel and
polltica' regIon 0' South Africa.
Both movements also believe that
every Soulh A'ricen who abhors
apllrthexl end subscribes to the
priOC:lple. of democracy and non_
raei.l,.." ts e freedom fighter and
eomrade. regardless of the colour
of hi••Iun. That is probably the
reason why thoosanlk. of 1000mer
member. oj the ANC includu''!iI
fOl"mer prisoner. from Robt>erl
I...nd .. W8'f1 as SoYiet-traHled
1000mer guerillas have joined
lnlullhl wllhaut any problems.

VIOLENCE AND
NON-VIOLENCE

However, there are clear difleren·
ces of strategy between the !WQ

movements wilen it comes 10
ways and means of ach,eving
blaclo; fiberatio". The ANC has
chosen violence as a str8tegv
whereas Inkelhe has chosen non·
violence. However, Inkatha is very
much aware of Ihe fact that Chlel
Buthelez"s uneompromisinll
stand i" supporl of non·violenl
eh8nge in SOUlh Alrie8 is a source
of greal pollfical fruslration fOl" the
ANC. The ANC strategy of violence
would be tremendously boosted il
ChIef Buthelel' were to SUp(lOflll.
Thil is 10 because Chief Buthel.,l,
given hi. Immense popular
IUpport HI both rura' and urben
Iree, oj Soolh Africa. as well as
!he fact lhat he i. me undisputed
polnieel and lIedittonal Ieotder of a
people - the Zulu. - who have
.n iUU51rious end impeccable
milItary background. is in fact the
or>ly leader who could mount e
real .nd effec1lve ermed struggle
In South Africa whose impect
WOlIld be feh thloughout Southe,n
AflfCll. Therefore Chief Butheleli
should be laken serlOustv when he
warn. as he Irequently does that
no liberation - be it tnrQUgl>
VIolence or non'Vlolence - is
possible in South Alrice witnout
Ihe i"'PUI of Ihe Zulu people and
Inlo;alha.

ANC HIJACKED BY
COMMUNISTS

Second IV. in its choice 0'
dlsplomatic COnlaclS the Elfiernal
MISSIon of Ihe ANC has lended to
eonce"trate on Socielist .nd



Mar~iat counlries of Eastern
Eur0P8 .....mlfeas In~arha's diplo
matiC COn18ClS are...... ilhoUI
axcllPlion. in WeSlern Eutope and
Am8rica.

Tt-.efl also reml;ns some <kwbt n
10 whelher Ihe ANC-s close
afliance .....irh rhe SoUTh African
Communist Party. sa well sa i"
clO$8 diplomatic conn&Cllon Wl\h
MOSCOW hIS nol affected ill ideo
logical orientaTion lit well liS it.
stalUS sa an ,ndependent African
nationalist liberallon _menl.
Hailher i. il possible to PI"&dk1

with any cer1ainlY whal ide0
logical ,nd POlolical stllngS, If any.
I" aftl.Ched to the subsllnllal,ld
!hit the movemenr rece,ves 'rom
Mo.cow Ind Olher E,slIr
Europeln eounlfOes. It should be
teC811ed t~t, few~I'SlgOsome

lOP ANC officills resogned from
the movement in protest. In their
SllIemenl these offici,lt
expressed serious mi5lliY,ngs
about the fac! Ih81 Itte ANC was
rap;dly losing its SllIlUS as ,
MtionIlist _menl Ind wI'
being h'Jded by tMH'O-nallonllist_..
INKATHA NO SURROGATE
FOR ANC

When Inkalha w's founded ,n
1975. iI_s cleat thallhe lllter
nil mission 01 Ihe ANC
enlenained hopes !hill il could U$ll
I'*-tha IS a SUfrog8le liberllion
moYement ins,de south AfrlC8
which would employ ilS massiYll
organiselionll 08lWOtk 10 edvlnc.
the ANC Yllrlion of lhe libera-lion
struggle. While IIlese hope. were
$Ii11 enter/ained lhe !eade.thip of
tile ANC Ilwayt received Chiel

BUlhelezi IS a hero during his
OYll.seas visits. and no ANC publi,
(;IIlion. were allowed to viUilv him
Ind call him a -'sell out"'. ",
puppet" or "slooge" as is Ihe case
lodav, This aUilude of the ANC
reached ilS cllma~ in 1979 when
M. TImbo and the ANC E~llCulive

Committ&e inviled Chief bUlhelezi
Ind other lOP In~llhll officials 10
London for mUHlal diSCussions. It
was lhis mellTing in london lhlll
finllily e~ploded lhe myth lhll
tn~lthl could be used as some
~ind o. imernal wing of the
e~te.nll mission of Ihe ANC.

ClellrlV. lhe ANC had lorallv unde."
eSlimaled In~alha's policy of self
.eliance and its dele.minlllion 10
mainlain ilS poliTical independ
ence and be nobody's politiclIl b8g
ca.rier.

BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS
MOVEMENT

Up to the 1979 ANC - Inkatha
summit meeting in london the
derogatory terms "sell out",
"puppet" lind --stooge-- were sel
domly used by tile ANC and
whenever tlley were occasionllllV
used they _re used only on
.espect of leaders who had
ac<:epled nome!and independ
ence. AI the 1979 meeting llle
AHC Ieede'rs:hip conlirmed thi.
allitudewhen, in welcoming Chief
Buthele~, they alluded to the filet
Itt"t while mere definitely were
sell OUIS puppets "nd 5100g85 in
SouIh Africa. Chief Butheleli_s
dilonotely not one of them as fat as
the ANC was concerned_ " wa.
only the spokesmen 01 the Black
Consciousness MOYement undef
me influence of the late SIeve Bito
lhal used these terms indisc:ri
minltely in the paSI [0 refe. to
leaders of both independent lind
tMH'O.,ndependenl homelands_ For
tunately• .""inly liS a result of
Chie. Buthelez,'s principled stand
llgSlrtSl homeland independeoce.
there's now I growing Inter·
nalional awareness 01 the
impo.tIlnl polillcal difference
between ,ndependem and tMH'O
independent homelands.

ARMS CACHE IN UlUNDl

Alre. lhe London meeting, the
ANC immedliltelv beglln to allack
and villify Chief BUlhelez' per
sonallv in lin allemplto isolate him
from In~lIthll_ These auac~s have
conlonued ever since and have
culm",ated in lhe discovery of an
arms Cliche in Ulundi which is Ihe
headquarters of In~atha and Ihe
KwaZulu Government. Two
trllined ANC insurgenlS were
subsequently arresred bv the
South African Police lind were
lllter senlenced to terms 01 im
prisonment after Ildmilling thlll
they hlld been senl bV rhe ANC
High Command in MapUIOtobomb
a certain in51alllllion in Ulundi. In
ils llnllcks on Chief BUlhelezi lhe

eKternlll minion of the ANC
accused him of not supporting lhe
Free-Mandell CampII,gn even
though he was never formallv in
vited bV the e~lernlll mission to
support this Campaign nor were
his vies inlllted 85 to the strate-gic
advlsabilitV of launching such I
public campaIgn. No wonder the
Cllmpaign unceremoniouslV
fiulad out aftet all'aCling onlV
70000 signatures on the whole of
South Africa. About len years Igo,
and wllhout being ,nUuenced bV
anybody ChiI'. BUlheleli was the
first blad leader in SouthAfrica to
eall for IIle relAse of Mr Mandela
when other leaders lind political
groups _re suU SCII.ed of even
whlspenng the name 01 Mr
M.ndela_ Althi......,lirst meeting
WIth the then P"me minitter.the
late Mr John Vorster. Chief
8uthelezl called for the relellse of
Mr Mandell. He has cootrnued to
do so privately each.nd every t,,,,,
he meets lhe Prrma Mmisler or
olher cabinet mon,ste.s. History
will eventUllIIy confirm thatlhose
who genu....1y .nd smcerely
sought the re;e.se of M. M'ndell
0890tiated in Pl"lVate with his
c.apt~.nddid not IOopI self pro.
mOling publicilV stunts and
confronrational tactICS .....tlose
cumulalive eff.et was 10 sl'm lhe
Pilson doors even harder on M.
Mandela',I,c..

SOUTH AFRICAN DEFENCE
FORCE

Chief Butt\eleli Wlll .1$0 accused
by lhe eKlemal mission 01 rhe ANC
of sending lIOCalied '-lnkatha
impis" 10 llllact< StudenlS who
boycolled elasse, lind burnt down
school. in KWIIMlShu township
near Ourblln. All that Chi,l
BUlhelezi and In~atha did during
his boycoll compaign was 10 ad
vise Students not to burn down
schools thaI were buill bV Iheir
own starving and oppressed
parenlS. H, tighllV wllrned stU
denlS thaI schools in f(wIIZulll
were not built bV the Pretoril
Government bUl we.e built by
their own parents. In anv case
ln~alhl still does not see how the
bwnlng down and desrrUCI;on of
public property owned by blllc~s

advlnces the blac~ liberllion
S!rugale In South Alrica.

"



The Olher accusation agalnSI
Chle! Buthele~1 was thai he had
condemned the ANC's bomb
eltack on Sasol. This accusalion
was b8$8d on the ANCsd,stonion
of Chief BUlhele~i's press state
ment. In line wilh Imr.etha pollcV.
Chief BUlhele~lsimplVsaidlhet he
Wll& againsl anv IOfm of violence,
whelher ANC - inspired or Soulh
Alrican Defence Force·inspired,
and thai our polilical dif/areoces
were best resolved non-violentlv
through neQOIiation and cot'l$ulta
lion. In lhe ..",. vein Chiel
BUlhele~i condemned lhoe Soulh
Alrican Defence FOIce violeoce in
Maseru in lnoIho and in Malola
in MozambiqOtl.

INKATHA VS ANC EM
h is Ihus clear tnal the cooli"lil ott
of relaTions be_n Inblna .nd
me eXletnal mIssion of !he ANC
cannot be IIlM:ed 10 .nV dwI"li1e at
policy on lhe pa" of Chief
BUlhelflzi 01 Inkltha. The g'sl of
!he problem is lhal lhe eXlernal
mission of lhe ANC 'pp'ntntly"
lail. 10 appreeialelhe lacl the lheir
libefiJlOf)' S1ralegies OUI.ide Soulh
Alrica cannot be rammed down
!he tro.al.l at liberalion tnO¥8

ments like InQlha which "e in
the fronlline of lhe Ilruggle in-slde
SouTh Alrlca. The circumslances
ollhe struggle inside So!.Jlh AlrlCll
obviouSI\' differ from Ihose 0/ lhe
.IIUOl1llIe outlfdl! South Aftie.,
Funner. since the 1979 meeling.
Ihe elftllrnal mission of Ihe ANC
has discovered 10 ilS Uller lhock
Ihat InQthll Is an Independenl
n.tionallst liberlllion movem.nt
Ihal c/looses 10 rellIle to olher libe_
ralion movements on Ihe basis 01
equ.lily.

AUTHENTIC POLITICAL
REPRESENTATIVE

lnkailla on the other hand is '101
prepared 10 accept Ihat Ihe
Ilxternal minion ollhe ANC is Iln
lillad to claim thellatus of. self·
appointed sole .nd aUlhentic
political reprasentative 0/ bhtck
South Africans. BI.ck people
themsllives hive. sovllrllign right
to demoeralicaliV decide in a free
and fair IllectiOrl who their
authentic rapre5erllatives 8re and
anvbodv who Iries to usurp this
peoples' righl is aC'ling undemo
cratically".

"

UDF AND AMC

Re.lising Ihat its political
pre5erlCll insidll South Africa was
virtuallv non-existent when
compared to that of Inkathll, the
Elflernlll Mission of Ihe ANC con
linued its desperate search for lin
inlernallv·b8sed surrogatll move
ment that would plav the role Ihlll
Inkalha vehementlv relused to
p'IlV in 1979. Some polilical
observe.s believe Ihat the elflemal
miSSIon 0/ the ANC has now found
Ihat moYement in lhe United
Democrllie fronl. This view is
strengthened bv the lact that most
sen,or offieials and paTrons of lhe
UDf are fOlrner ANC membe.s and
also thallhe ANC has gone OUI of
ils wav 10 lend full inlernalional
diplomllic: support tothe UDf. The
UDF spobsmen have, however,
denied the exislence of any- links
between their movemenland the
Exlerf"llli Mission of lhe ANC.
However, given lhe facts:

lhallhe associalion thlll binds the
affiliates at lhe UDF is 100 _ak 10
be meaninglul; lhallhe movemenl
itself does no! appear 10 have a
clearly defined Iong-ferm poIitil;a1
programme OIher than its stlled
OPPOSilion 10 Ihe soc. lied
Koor(lhot" Bills (which ate alrell(ly
befOle the Select CommillH of
parliamenl) and !he new conSlilU'
lion lwnich ilalrell(ly law}; thllllhe
movemenl is manifeslly weak III
the gtassroots leve' from where
Ihe .elll struggle is norrnallv
wa.ged; and Ihal manv of lIS
alfiliates do not even subscribe 10
Ihe Freedom Charter. il is doubt
fu' Ihal lhe UDF win ever achieve
Ihe necessary inlernal discipline
and cohesion Ihlll the liberation
sltuggle demands.

An interesl;ng recent poIilical de
velopment is the fT\lIssive diploma·
tic propaganda campaign
launched on behalf of the Elflerna!
Mission of Ihe ANC bv ilS acade'
mic sUpPOrters like Dr thomas
Kllris {see Winer 1983/84 edition
of Foreign Aff(lirsl aod Mr mark
uhlig (see februllrv 2 'ssue of New
York Review of Books). The aim of
Ihis campllign is to convince Ihe
international communi tV. espe
ciallv Ihe United Slates. that the
ANC has II strong presence inside
Soulh Africa lind Ihal Ihe Unilad

States would Iherefore do well to
afford the movemenl Ihe same
sole dlplomllie recognition thllt il
eniovs from the Soviet Union, Thl,
eXTraordinllry Ilrld unrealistic ANC
demand IS indeed surprlsl,"",
es.peeiallv when ;1 Is made at lhe
e.<pense of Inklllha. This iseviderlt
from Dr Kari,', SI"ement thaT
while Chief 8ulheleli has met
thrH successive Ametican Plesi,
dents. Ihe ANC President hi'
nelfer mel anV American
Preside'll. II is not cleltr whV ANC
leaders should demand to ITIIIll1
ellch .nd every head 01 stlte in lhe
world th" lnhtha leaders nave
met. I"alha Ielders on lhe OIhM
h.nd. have never dem.oded to
meet lhe SOYiet head of lIale, a.
well as • l'oost 0/ other bit
European heaos of Slate lhat ANC
luders have met. In ill conduct 01
FOIeign Policv. InIr..lltha chooses 'IS
diplomatIC conllClS wilh gtNt
circumspection, .nd does f'IOI

allemp{ 10 be .n things 10 a.
countries,

ANC MIUTARY BASES

tn spile of .11 hi. eloquence III
singing ANC praises 81 the
expense of lokIth., Dr Karis ",.
faits 10 produce sc:ianllfic elli
denoe to blM:k hi' cf.im lhat lhe
ANC enjov. sllong polillc.1
suPlX/rt inside Soulh Alrica. While
Or Karis is quite COIrect in his
assessment thai ANC·inspired
bombings in Soulh Afriea are now
relalively" ITIOrelreqOtlllt and more
daring, Ihis in It""lf doe' flOIsignl'
tv increased internal 'UPPOlt lor
Ihe ANC. On the conlt'ry av"I
Ilble slltlstics reveal lhal Ifirtullily
all ANC insurgenlt who remain
inside the counlrv .fler com'
milling aclt of sabollge are even·
tUlllIV cllptured bv the police. Only"
those insurgenlS who immediate·
.v escape to neighbouring Afriea"
collntries aher commilling aCls 01
sabolage are nOI caplured. The51
fltClS have a direcl betlfing on the
eKtenl of ANC SUpPOfl wilhin thll
counlry. Further, with lhe immi,
nent dislnlegrallon of ANC
mililllry bllses in neighbouring
African countries IS a .esult ot
current diplomalic iniliatives bV
South AfriCl, ANC claims of strong
polilical SUpporT inside SoUlh
Africa will be severelv tested.



strategy for radical socio·political
change in South Africa, Diploma·
tic and material SUJ,lJ>Ort for
Inkalha is an investmem in a
stable. propsperous. non-racial
and democratic Soulh Africa of the
future. 0;" lhe olher hand. politi·
cal ambivalence and or tacit
supporl for movements that
pursue alien and manifestly
undemocralic and aUlhorilarian
policies is. in the words of Sir
Winston Churchill. an allempt "to
please lhe crocodile in the hope
that it will eat you last"

black/white future characlerised
by political co-exisumce and an
equitable sharing of the wealth
and resources of the coumry.
Inkalha believes that South Africa
is prosperous ~nd big enough 10
afford all her dlizens - black and
white - a place under lhe sun.
Inkalha further believe that it is
the dUly of af! Soulh Africans as
well as overseas countries (espe'
ci~lIy the Western democracies) to
give ective diplomalicand material
support to movements likelnkatha
lhat have come OUI in open
support of non·violence as a

Inkatha and tlte Political Road
Ahead:

According to Inkalha the fUlure in
store for South Atrica is II

"FUNERALS BRING BITTER
ENEMIES TOGETHER"

Furlher. 10 ~rQue as Dr Karis does
lIlat the atlendance at so·called
ANC funerals and political trials
indicates massive ANC support
shOWS a lamemable ignorance of
African custom and tradition.
African people regard funerals as
occasions when they should
display solidarily and forget about
lheir political and Olher d,fferen·
ces. There is even a Zulu proverb
10 the effecl that "funerals bong
biller enemies logether" For Ihat
reason;1 isa factlhat thousandsof
Inkalha members as well as
members of Olher political groups
always attend funerals of ANC
members and sing freedom songs
tOlielher with other mourners as
African custom dictates. It is L;;, ::;::;::;,;;::;::;,;;::;::;::;::;::;::;::;::;::;::;::;_J
lherefore COmplelely inaccurale to
atlempt to gauge the extenl of
ANC support by counling lhe
number of people ~l funerals of
ANC members. The same principle
applies to polilicaltrials which by
their very nature are sensatiOn/It
and allraCI many people ~s well as
foreign observes, It is also true
Ihat many people allend Ihese
trials OUI of sheer curiosilY or
simply to catch a glimpse of the
accused.

THE IMPORTANCE OF CONSERVATION IN
KWAZULU

By Bongoni Majola

Among the Pl'rticular kind of
symbolism Which one can find in
his own country will serve this
purpose. First of all lei uS place
language as a symbol which unite
the people of that l,Ieographical
terri lOry which iscalled KwaZulu.1
do not mean actual things. but
languag8 clothed wilh its com·
pl8te influence for lhe nalion in
question here a Zulu Nalion, In
addition to its bare indication of
meaning 1semantic). words ~nd

phrases carries with them an

enveloping suggestive<1ess and an
emo!ional efficacy. This function
of a language depends on the way
it has been used on lhe propor
tionate lamiliarity 01 particulal
phases and on emotional history
associated Wilh lheir meanings
and thence direClively transfered
to the phrases lhemselves. Hence
the concepts of fauna and Ilora 01
eve.y nation playa significant role
in describing their outlook into the
geographical enlity they live in.

FAUNA AND FLORA

Concepts ollauna and Ilora. how
do they emolionally influence lhe
historical outlook 01 lhe people of
KwaZulu. KwaZulu has got along
hislory 01 loving games in their
variety. this can be traced into the
phrase poems of the Zulu people:
TREVOR COPE in hiS writing of Izi·
bongo (Zulu Praise poems)
OXFORD PRESS. 1968. Cope
gives uS the lunclions of praise
poems where inter-alia states that

1J


