
Cape Western — 

Visit to the Senate 

ON Thursday, 24th July, the afternoon on which 
the Criminal Courts Bill reached the Senate, 

sixteen members of the Sash went in twos to inter
view individual Senators (names drawn rather at 
random from the Transvaal. Cape and O.F.S.) to 
ask their co-operation in getting the Bill amended 
so that (1) it would not give the Minister (he right 
to appoint judges in cases in which he represents 
the Prosecution; (2) it would not change conditions 
for the accused who would lose the right they had 
originally to choose a Judge and Assessors. 

Many also made the point that adverse criticism 
from overseas would be greatly increased as news of 
these extraordinary powers given to the Minister be
came common knowledge. 

Some Sashcrs met only the granite featured Ycs-
men "who vote just as their leaders tcll-'em-to." but 
others had more lively conversations—Senators actu
ally acknowledging a point here and there. 

One Senator declared that he could do nothing 
about it (what is he there spending public money for?) 
and one made the terrific confession that if he were 
to try to do anything about it, it was as much as 
his job was worth. 

We hope that this sort of visit will bring home 
to Legislators that there is an active body of people 
outside of party politics who are alerted and deeply 
concerned about these grave questions. 

Each Senator concerned has received a letter 
thanking him for his kind hearing and hoping that 
there will be further opportunities to discuss matters 
of importance. 
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