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So much for the main provisions of the law; 
now let us sec what the Government has done 
with it. 

First they appointed Ihe members of the Group 
Areas Board under the Chairmanship of Mr. de Vos 
Hugo, a conscientious, likeable advocate who pre
viously had specialised in Patent Law. His duties 
have brought him into conflict with the most able 
Q.C.'s in the country at public hearings and in the 
course of litigation, and he has not always emerged 
successfully, as is quite understandable. His most 
notable fellow member is Mr. J. F . J. van Rens-
burg. the former Commandant-General of the 
Osscwa Brandwag. 

A small (much too small) staff of Civil Servants 
was placed at the Board's disposal. There appears 
to be no statistical staff, no research staff, and no 
drawing office staff. (One of the most annoying 
features of attending a Group Areas hearing is trying 
to co-ordinate the proposals and counter-proposals 
of various speakers, each of whom uses a different 
map). 

The Minister then issued some general proclama
tions (e.g. proclaiming controlled and specified 
areas). Almost immediately thereafter various de
fects began to appear in the Act, and at every 
session of Parliament to date some amendments have 
been introduced. More are promised in the 1957 
Session. 

In general the administration of the Act has been 
abominable. In 1954. for instance, a proclamation 
was issued with the intention of exempting mine em
ployees and farm labourers from obtaining permits 
in controlled areas. The Government Law Advisers 
soon after found that the proclamation said the exact 
opposite, and the Group Areas Board became the 
laughing stock of the Civil Service. Instead of 
withdrawing the proclamation and issuing another, 
the Board tried to save face by amending the Act, 
quite unnecessarily, in 1955. Thereafter they cheer
fully issued a new proclamation. 

Unfortunately the new proclamation was stated to 
take effect on a date three days before the amending 
Act, in terms of which it was issued, became law. 
It was therefore ultra vires, and the Civil Service 
again roared with laughter. The Board has not yet. 
18 months later, dared to have a third attempt 

Then there was the case of Bosmot and New 
Montelco. The Minister, on the Board's recom
mendation, lightheartedly proclaimed those town-
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ships as Group Areas for ownership and residential 
occupation by Johannesburg Cape Colourcds. The 
townships were:— 

(a) Restricted in their title-deeds to industrial 
purposes, and 

(b) In the Roodcpoort-Maraisburg municipality. 
It is quite probable that the Board was blissfully 

unaware of those facts, but it certainly won't admit 
as much. 

All proclamations of Group Areas and the issues 
of many types of permit require preliminary investi
gations by the Board, and these normally involve 
public hearings. The procedure usually goes some
thing like this:— 
I, The Nationalist majority on a town council, 

having heard that the Group Areas Act will 
"fix the coolies," calls in an advocate to tell 
(hem all about it. 

2. The advocate having told them that they must 
find alternative sites for Indians, etc., the 
amateur planners get busy and select a site that 
usually is well away from roads and services 
and consists of bare veld. 

3. Proposals are then submitted to the Group 
Areas Board, which advertises them in news
papers (they need not be advertised in the 
Government Gazette) circulating in the district. 
The advertisement docs not state the proposals; 
it simply tells where they can be inspected. 
Everyone with an interest (which must be a 
material interest, not a moral one) in the pro
posals is invited to submit representations within 
a specified time, which may be as little as 10 
days after the advertisement appears. 

4. Interested parties then have to move very fast, 
even if three weeks is allowed (which is about 
average). Many of them will fail to see the 
advertisement, and will hear about the pro
posals days late. (Once the entire mining in
dustry, which is always on the look-out for 
Group Areas advertisements, did not hear of an 
important advertisement until a week after it had 
appeared). They must then inspect the pro
posals at the local Town Hall or in Pretoria, 
study them on the ground, and get a legal re
presentative to prepare and submit their case. 
Is it any wonder that representations and 
counter-proposals arc usually as half-baked as 
the original proposals, and factual information 
is hardly ever forthcoming at public hearings? 

5. In due course a public hearing is advertised in 
the press; this advertisement too is often missed. 

6. The public hearing assembles, attended by a 
galaxy of legal talent, representatives of large 
property owners, masses of Indians, a few 
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cranks, members of the Special Branch, and a 
few Nationalist M.P.C's and Councillors. Other 
political parties invariably ignore the hearing-
(WHY?) Names and interests are recorded, 
counsel for the municipality outlines the pro
posals, and points of law arc argued at Icngth-
Oftcn the hearing adjourns soon after it starts 
so as to allow a ruling to be tested in the 
Supreme Court. 

7, A hurried tour of inspection takes place, pro
posals and counter-proposals arc argued at 
length with rapidly waning public interest, and 
the hearing cither terminates or is adjourned 
pending the advertising of further proposals. 
(No proposals can be discussed unless previously 
advertised). 

8. The rest is usually silence. The number of 
proclamations of Group Areas is insignificant 
in relation to the number of proposals investi
gated. 

(7*o be continued) 


