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DR. VAN NIEROP: Mr. Chairman, I would like 
1o take thin opportunity to express our gratitude 
to the Government for the change which was made 
in the ceremony of the opening of Parliament. . . . 
I just wanted to draw your attention briefly to the 
position we had in South Africa 20 years ago. 
There arc members in the House who did not attend 
that ceremony because in our opinion it was un-
South African. . . . But with the last opening of 
Parliament it became possible for all members of 
Parliament to do so, because the South African 
anthem only was played and only the South African 
flag was flown. . . . We therefore want to express 
our gratitude, on behalf of the people of South 
Africa, for the fact that the Government has now 
made it possible for us to attend the opening of 
Parliament. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Now that the hon. member 
for Mossel Bay (Dr. van Nierop) has raised the 
question of the amenities at the opening ceremony, 
may I remind him thai, whereas according to him 
there was a time when many members could not 
attend this opening ceremony for the reasons he gave, 
at present many members find themselves in this 
difficulty, that they cannot attend the opening cere
mony because there is no room for them, because 
there are too many Senators! 

—(Hansard, 1958 p. 1063-1064). 
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