
HALLOWED BE THY NAME 
pHE other evening I was visited by a member of 

one of (he lesser known sects of the Protestant 
Church. The gentleman's main argument was that 
one cannot worship a god without first knowing 
his name. In this case, my informant insisted that 
the name was Jehovah, and that when we had 
acknowledged that Name wc should all —I must 
ask his pardon if I have misunderstood him be 
"saved." 

Now this struck mc at the time as being the 
oddest of beliefs: for I can "know" an individual 
very thoroughly without necessarily being acquainted 
with his correct name, and I do worship, humbly, 
That which I do not know. 

So odd a contention continued to interest me, and 
I began to work out permutations and combinations 
with a name as the central idea. It then began to be 
apparent that while "Jehovah" was as unrelated lo 
any living idea (for mc) as granite, if the name was 

say gentleness, loving kindness, power, security, 
vengeance, hate, the response was immediate and 
vital. 

I wonder what would happen to this sick world— 
and in particular our own sick land, if every 
congregation in every church. Christian or Asian, 
should ask its minister to define in clear and un
equivocal terms the Name, or Names of that god 
he urges them to worship? 

If that God's attributes, or Names, are "gentleness" 
and "loving kindness," can His ministers even preach, 
or believe in. hate and bitterness, separation and 
self superiority? 

Or is i t true, as it was true at the time of Christ, 
that our spiritual leaders have made God in their 
own image, and have endowed H im wi th their own 
beliefs? 

How shocked an orthodox Christian would be if 
you were to say casually to him one day: "What 
arc your God's Names? Mine's "gentleness" and 
"compassion." 

But then what does he mean when he says: "Our 
Father which art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy 
Name—" every time he prays—or hasn't he thought 
that far? 
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