
OiuriYs I roici i n q u i r e r s 
Middelburgt Cape, has sent us a set of eleven 

questions which they have asked the Black 
Sash to answer for them every month. This 
month we answer the first three. 

Branches, Regions, or members who feel 
that they also have questions they would like 
answered are asked to send them in to the 
Editor. We do not guarantee to be able to 
answer all questions put to its, but we will 
do our best to oblige. 

MIDDELBURG, CAPE, asks: 
'"What is a democracy?" 
A democracy is rule of the people for the people 

by the people. 
The operative word is PEOPLE. 
In other words, the government should be chosen 

by all the people, and should truly represent all the 
people. A democratic government should concern 
itself with the well-being of all its people, and not 
ih.it of privileged groups. 

Wiih the right constitution a democracy can exist:— 
(a) Under a king. 
(b) Under a president. 
(c) Under a prime minister. 
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A democracy can exist only:— 
(a) When its people can move about freely. 
(b) When its people can speak openly and fully. 
(c) When its people can associate freely. 
(d) When the people can express their opinions by 

voting. 
(e) When all its people arc subject to the same just 

laws. 
The Black Sash now asks a counter question: 
"Is South Africa a democratic country?** 

MIDDELBURG, CAPE, asks: 
How many votes were polled in the last general 

election? 
(a) By the Government? 
(b) By Opposition Parties? 

The Government polled approximately 
600,000 votes for 86 seats. 

The Opposition polled approximately 
700,000 votes for 44 seats. 

Two Government seats were returned unopposed. 
Eighteen Opposition scats were returned unopposed. 
South West African voters elected six members 

with votes worth three times as much as the South 
African citizens. 

In round figures, estimating the unopposed seats, 
the Government won 94 seats with 639,400 votes, the 
Opposition 62 seats with 763,000 votes. 
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The Government represents less than half the white 
and less than one-tenth of the whole population of 
the country. 

THE BLACK SASH asks: 
"Is this a sane system of voting in a democracy? 

MIDDELBURG, CAPE, asks: 
Has the Opposition a fair representation in the 

present Senate, and therefore Parliament? 
The answer is "no", and the explanation as fol

lows: 

The old method of election to the Senate. 
By the Senate Act of 1955 for elections to the 

Senate. Prior to that Act each Province elected 
eight senators, the electors being the M.P.s and 
the M.P.C.s for the Province sitting together and 
voting on the P.R. system. This ensured representa
tion for the minority in each Province, except in the 
O.F.S. where the system of voting for M.P.s and 
M.P.C.s had prevented any party but Nationalists 
getting any seats. 

The P.R. system was abolished by the Senate Act 
because under it the Nationalist Government could 
not get the necessary two-thirds majority at a joint 
sitting of the Assembly and the Senate to remove 
the Coloured voters from the common voters' roll 
in the Cape. The Senate Act abolished P.R. for 
the election of senators so that the Nationalists could 
give themselves all the seats in the Cape, the Trans
vaal, and the Free State, abandoning, as they had 
to do under this system, all the eight scats in Natal 
to the Opposition. In this way the Nationalists were 
able to get their two-thirds majority although at the 
election for Parliament they obtained 150,000 fewer 
votes than the opposition parties, That was the com
plete antithesis of a true proportional representation 
of the wishes of the electorate. 

The new method of election to the Senate. 
The Governor-General nominates sixteen Senators. 
It increased the number of Senators to be elected 

in the Transvaal from eight to twenty-seven, in the 
Cape from eight to twenty-two, and left Natal and 
the Orange Free State with the original eight each. 

It changed the method of election to one non
transferable vote for each elector. This means that 
an Opposition member, voting for his party candi
date, loses the chance of using his vote again, when 
his choice is defeated, for a man acceptable to both 
groups. 

It means that the Opposition is not represented 
at all in the Transvaal, Cape and Orange Free State, 
and that the Government is not represented at all in 
Natal. 

The new Senate totals eighty-nine members, and 
the Opposition in it is represented by eight Natal 
Senators and possibly four Native Representatives. 

No. The Opposition is not fairly represented in 
the reconstituted Senate. 

Further, the new Senate's unbalance constitutes a 
negation of a democratic form of government. 
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Those Freedoms 
gFLOW wc publish a list of those freedoms 

which are necessary for a healthy demo
cratic nation. Beneath each one is printed 
the titles of those Acts which threaten to 
attack them, or have removed our enjoyment 
of them. 

1. Freedom of Speech. 
Riotous Assemblies Act. 
Suppression of Communism Act. 
Customs Act. 
Criminal Law Amendment Act. 
Public Safety Act. 
Native (Urban Areas) Amendment Act. 

2. Freedom of Assembly. 
Riotous Assemblies Act. 
Suppression of Communism Act. 
Public Safety Act. 
Amendment 1955 to Criminal Code. 
Native Location Regulations. 

3. Freedom of Movement. 
Suppression of Communism Act. 
Group Areas Act. 
Passport Regulations Amendment. 
Departure from the Union Regulation Act. 

1955. 
Natives (Urban Areas) Amendment Act. 
New Deportation Bill. 

4. Freedom of Association. 
Industrial Conciliation Act (as now 

amended). 

5. Freedom of Employment. 
Natives (Urban Areas) Amendment Act. 
Suppression of Communism Act. 
"Locations in the Sky" Act. 

6. Freedom of Access to the Courts. 
Suppression of Communism Act. 
Citizenship Act. 
Public Safety Act. 
Prohibition of Interdicts Act. 
Natives (Urban Areas) Amendment Act. 

7. Sanctity of the Home and Family. 
Suppression of Communism Act. 
Group Areas Act. 
Population Registration Act. 

8. Freedom of Choice re Medium of Educa
tion. 
Transvaal Education Ordinance. 

9. Const (rational Infringements. 
'The Unmentionable Act." 
S.A. Act Amendment Act. 
Separate Representation of Voters Act. 
Public Safety Act 
Separate Representation of Voters Amend

ment Act. 
Wc shall discuss their operation, briefly, in 

further issues. 
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