
The Black Sash 
r P H E Central Executive of the Black Sash wishes 
* to correct any erroneous impression that might 

have been created by the statement appearing in 
the leading article in the February issue of the 
Black Sash magazine that the Black Sash "would 
accept a democratic republic provided that a clear 
majority of the people — of all the people — 
desired it," 

The policy of the Black Sash is as stated in 
the following resolution taken at a National Con
ference of the organization held in October, 1958: 
"While acknowledging that some members are 
not opposed, in theory, to Republicanism, the 
Black Sash, recognising the realities of the situa
tion at the moment, emphatically rejects the 
demand for a Nationalist Republic." 

This was amplified by the press statement issued 
at the end of the conference which read: — 

"The Black Sash has considered the republican 
issue and emphatically rejects the proposals of 
the Government for a republic now, on the 
grounds that members of the Government have, 
through the Senate Act and other laws, proved 
that they respect neither the spirit underlying the 
Constitution nor the freedom of the individual, 

and the Republic 
nor the rights of minorities. 

"We believe that any new Constitution, which 
requires the allegiance of all South Africans, must 
safeguard the rights of all, and should not be 
brought into being without the support of the 
overwhelming majority of all the peoples of South 
Africa. Whether this support is indeed a fact 
cannot be ascertained unless the exact proposals 
for the new Constitution are made public and 
time given for consideration thereof." 

The Black Sash, as a movement, is not con
cerned with approving or rejecting, in theory, 
republican or monarchical forms of government. 
What is docs say is that it would be politically 
immoral to make a change to a Republic (or 
any other form of government) without the ex
plicit sanction of a clear majority of all the people 
of South Africa; further, that no such change 
could be politically moral unless it guaranteed 
civil rights and liberties to every citizen. The 
Black Sash would neither approve nor reject a 
republic which incorporated such principles; Sash 
members, as individuals, would support it or not 
according to whether they were monarchist or 
republican by conviction. 
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