
Seven Years After 

SEVEN years ago, in May, 1955, 2,500 
women marched silently through the 

s t ree ts of Johannesburg . They marched 
because they were filled with anger—and, 
as they marched, they real ised tha t the 
thousands who lined the s t ree ts were 
angrv too. In the weeks tha t followed, they 
found tha t over 100,000 women all over 
South Africa were angry enough to 
organize and sign a mass petition. 

Those who marched, and those who watched; 
those who signed, and those who could not (since 
only women were eligible), were incensed at the 
Government's disgraceful proposal to violate the 
spirit and intention of the Constitution by 
"packing" the Senate, in order to remove a few 
thousand Coloured voters from the common 
Voters' Roll. This was the last and most shock
ing of a series of attempts to circumvent the 
entrenched clauses of the Constitution. 

Every woman who could leave her home went 

S Pretoria to present the petition to the Prime 
inister's deputy at the Union Buildings, and, as a 

protest against the Government's refusal of their 
just demands, they spent the two coldest nights 
of the winter in the grounds of Union Buildings. 
While they were there they learned, many of 
them for the first time, what the background to 
the Senate Bill was. They began to see that the 
Senate Bill was only a part of an appalling 
pattern, the pattern of enforced apartheid. 

And so the Black Sash came into being, 
originally to uphold the South African Constitu
tion as embodied in the Act of Union, but 
subsequently, when the enactment of the Senate 
Bill had destroyed the spirit of the Constitution, 
to uphold the principles ot Parliamentary 
democracy and civil rights and liberties in South 
Africa. Inherent in this policy was opposititon 
to enforced apartheid, with its denial of rights, 
and discrimination against individuals, on 
grounds of race and colour. 

A rigid policy of colour "apartheid" enforced 
by law was enunciated by the Nationalist 
government immediately after they came to 
power in 1948. For many years, no definition 
of their policy could be obtained from them, the 
nearest approach being "separate development." 
This was vaguely understood as being total 
territorial separation of the races, a "moral" 
justification for progressively depriving non-
Whites of rights and amenities in "White" areas 
on the understanding that they would in time 
enjoy full rights in their own areas. 
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Seven years passer!, and, ijl the same year 
which saw the introduction of the Senate Bill 
and the birth of the Black Sash, came the report 
of the Totnlinson Commission, which had been 
appointed by the Government to inquire Into the 
possibility of developing the Native Reserves to 
provide "homelands'* for the Africans, 

A further seven years has passed, and very 
little has been done to implement the recom
mendations of the commission. "Positive" 
apartheid—that is, the settlement of Africans in 
their own "ethnic homelands"—has moved very 
slowly; Ihe borders of these areas are still un
defined, and the "sacrifices" which the Whites, 
it is said, will have to make towards the attain
ment of the ideal, are still unspecified. It is true 
that this year, with a great fanfare of trumpets, 
a very limited form of self-government has been 
granted to the Transkei, the largest of the 
Reserves, an "independence" that will not be real 
independence for many generations to come- Yet, 
even in this area, nothing like 'he recomir^^ded 
expenditure has been laid out on development; 
and whilst economists point out that the territory 
is incapable of supporting even the present 
population, day by day thousands of Africans arc 
being "endorsed out" of the urban anas and 
"repatriated" to the Transkei, 

A( the same time, the African population in 
the White urban areas has increased tremen
dously, and more and more housing has had to 
be provided for them; but they are to be 
regarded forever as "temporary sojourners1* in 
the White areas, with civil rights and liberties 
only in their various "homelands", which most 
of them will probably never see. 

On the other hand, those seven years have seen 
an acceleration of what is. ironically enough, 
called "petty" apartheid, the innumerable penal
ties, frustrations and humiliations heaped on 
non-Whites by means of the Pass Laws, the 
Group Areas Act, Race Classification, etc 
Coloureds and Indians are not regarded by the 
Government as part of the South African nation 
—that is one of the many privileges reserved 
"for Whites only"; no "positive" apartheid pro
visions have been made for them, yet they, too, 
suffer the indignities and inhumanities of "petty" 
apartheid. 

These inhumanities in the implementation of 
apartheid have drawn upon South Africa the 
censure of the world, yet in the face of mounting 
criticism at home and abroad, the Government 
have persisted in and intensified their policies. 
They alone have all the wisdom; they alone 
know all the answers. Criticism from within is 
called disloyalty; criticism from without is put 
down to ignorance of "the traditional South 
African way of life/' 

One restrictive law after another has been 
passed to ensure that there shall be no mixing 
across the colour line; stronger and stronger 
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SEVEN YEARS AFTER— (Contd.) 
measures have been resorted to to stifle all 
opposition. Restrictions on the freedom of the 
individual have led inevitably to restrictions on 
the freedoms of all, culminating in the General 
Laws Amendment Bill which is now before 
Parliament, and which has brought the Black 
Sash once more into the forefront of the battle 
for civil rights and liberties in South Africa. 

For seven years, ihe Black Sash has protested 
against laws which have curtailed the liberties 
of South Africans, often while purporting to 
extend them, for example, the Extension of 
University Education Act, which deprived non-
Whites of the right to attend the "open" univer
sities and the universities of the right to admit 
them; the Abolition of Passes and Consolidation 
of Documents Act, which actually intensified the 
Pass system, and extended it to include women. 
For tnc past weeks the women cf the Black 
Sash have stood in protest against the General 
Laws Amendment Bill, undaunted by insult and 
abuse. This Bill has been called the Sabotage 
Bill, which is misleading, since only one of its 
twenty-one clauses deals with sabotage. Under 
the guise of a measure designed to deal with 
this abhorrent crime, it appears to threaten many 
of our democratic freedoms. If this Bill does 
not, in fact, seek "to end all liberty" as the 
Black Sash poster says, it places sufficient arbi
trary power in the hands of the Minister to 
enable him to do so. should he so desire. 

The "seven-year" pattern is remarkable. In 
May, 1948, the Nationalist Party scraped into 
power, a fact which filled many South Africans 
who were aware of their reactionary policies with 
foreboding. In May, 1955, after one constitu
tional crisis after another, the Senate Bill raised 
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Storms r»f iMolrsI throughout Ihl* rountry. Wfak*Jl 
tonUnitrri until Ihe Senate Ad was finally de
clared valid by the* Supreme Court, And HOW, 
in May, 1962, the "Sabotage" Hill has again 
thrown the whole country into a turmoil. How 
will it end? What will the next seven years 
bring forth? 

Events in Africa, and in the world, are moving 
rapidly. Can they pass us by? In the midst of 
change, can South Africa, even in the isolation 
she has brought upon herself, remain unchanged? 
We are groping in the semi-dark, and the "flame 
of freedom*' is flickering, God grant that it be 
not extinguished utterly, that we may guard it 
bravely, until we emerge once more into the 
light! 


